Notizie  Sull’Erbario “Bicknell” di Bordighera

Enrico Martini, Istituto Botanico dell’Università di Genova, 1981
The « BICKNELL » Herbarium, housed at the International Institute of Ligurian Studies at Bordighera, consists of 48 large packages of plants, containing specimens gathered in an area of about 330 sq kms, indicated in  the work « Flora of Bordighera and San Remo » published by BICKNELL in 1896; there also exists a 49th package containing specimens of 172 exotic species, often accompanied by an indication of their country of origin.

The collection of the above-mentioned 48 packages amounts to 11.216 herbarium leaves divided into 2044 entities. The specimens are in a good state of preservation. This work contains corrections and additions to the floristic catalogue published by BICKNELL, based on herb collecting completed by him after 1896, and subsequent revisions of the herbarium material made by BICKNELL himself, by various specialists and by the author of this paper.

Among the hitherto unpublished data of major interest I recall the specimens of three. species which have never been mentioned before in Italy : Sempervivum calcareum Jordan, Hieracium lansicum Arvet-Touvet and Aira provincialis Jordan. There are no holotypes of any species included in the herbarium but only some syntypes of Hieracium bicknellianum Belli and Arvet-Touvet, accompanied by a description of the species in Latin and Italian compiled by BELLI. Most interesting is the collection of dried endemisms : this consists of 112 herbarium leaves containing specimens of 19 endemic species and subspecies some of which are extremely rare, as for example Moehringia lebrunii Merxm and Phyteuma cordatum Balbis.
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