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SAVE THE GREEN at the Palazzo Civico del Comune, Savona, Italy
20 June 2026

The Friends of the Hanbury Gardens in cooperation with the Regione Liguria.

Four objectives of the initiative: protection of the territory, territorial marketing, good practice in study and culture,
educating the young generations to protect and respect our "green cathedral". Conference themes: Territory and Botanical
Heritage; Territorial Marketing and Immersive Tourism; Best Practices for Landscape Recovery and Enhancement; Culture,
Education, and Environmental Outreach; Historic Gardens and Biodiversity. See 2-page flyer in Italian.
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Clarence Bicknell and the environment
Discorso in italiano, Marcus Bicknell, 20 giugno Savona

Buonasera e grazie; il Presidente Marco Bucci; il Sindaco di Savona Marco Russo; Professoressa
Francesca Centurione Scotto Boschieri; e amici tutti in sala.

Sono onorato della medaglia della Regione Liguria che mi state per assegnare. Vi ringrazio per
I'interesse che prestate a mio zio Clarence Bicknell; Accetto il premio a suo nome. Clarence e
un'icona della grandezza della Liguria, comprese le vostre iniziative ambientaliste che celebrate oggi.
Bicknell ha favorito il mondo naturale per tutta la sua vita, in particolare i fiori selvatici.

e Nell'Universita di Genova sono conservati tremilaquattrocento acquerelli di fiori selvatici. Ho il
piacere di annunciare che Clarence sara |'artista protagonista del Festival Internazionale
dell’Acquerello "Le Venezie" - un concorso ed esposizione di acquerelli provenienti dall'ltalia,
dalla Cina, dall'America e da tutto il mondo - nell'ottobre di quest'anno in Treviso, con cinquanta
delle sue opere in mostra.

* Mio zio si opponeva allo sradicamento delle piante selvatiche per uso commerciale.
Centocinquant'anni fa, faceva del suo meglio per proteggere I'ambiente.

e Glischizzi del diario di viaggio di Bicknell erano molto accurati, anche perche annotava data e
luogo, e per questa ragione sono di interesse e utilita per i ricercatori che osservano I'evoluzione
dell'ambiente naturale in Liguria, sia sulla costa che in montagna.

o lricercatori dell'universita di Genova e di Nottingham hanno confrontato gli schizzi di
Bicknell con la stessa scena odierna per valutare i cambiamenti nella vegetazione; le
conifere ora crescono trecento metri pit in alto che ai tempi di Bicknell.



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

o Molte piante delle Alpi italiane si sono estinte, o si sono ritirate su terreni piu elevati dai
tempi di Bicknell, a causa del riscaldamento globale — Global Warming. Questa € una
scala mobile verso I'estinzione, an Escalator to Extinction.

o Cinguantadue specie nelle Alpi italiane si sono ritirate ad altitudini quattrocento metri
superiori rispetto ai loro limiti negli anni Cinquanta.

e Bicknell era un uomo eclettico, uno citizen scientist (come lo defini in inglese Professore Mauro
Mariotti nel suo intervento ai Giardini Hanbury nel 2019), attivo in tantissime discipline e un
uomo di grande fede anche dopo aver lasciato il ministero della chiesa anglicana; Bicknell ha
quindi aggiunto una dimensione olistica alla sua dedizione all'ambiente e alla sua protezione.

e L'antico filosofo cinese Confucio disse: ‘Studia il passato se vuoi comprendere il futuro’. La
presenza di Bicknell nelle menti di accademici e amministratori oggi aggiunge valore alla tutela
del patrimonio culturale immateriale della Liguria e alla sua comunicazione alle nuove
generazioni.

¢ Infine, vorrei annunciare qui, oggi, un'iniziativa che fara piacere a molti di noi qui presenti.
Bicknell seguiva una dieta vegetariana che, a la Casa Fontanalba, era composta principalmente
da piante selvatiche raccolte nella Val Casterino. Inizieremo la ricerca e la stesura quest'anno per
la pubblicazione nel due_mila_venti_sette del "Libro di Cucina di Clarence Bicknell” - Clarence
Bicknell’s Cook Book - una guida alla raccolta e al consumo dei prodotti della terra. annunceremo
a breve il nome dell'italiano etnobotanico gastronomichoe che sara lo scrittore principale.

A nome di Clarence Bicknell, vi ringrazio per |'attenzione. Grazie.

Fine

Speech in English, Marcus, 20 June Savona

Speech, Marcus, 20 June Savona

Il Presidente Marco Bucci; il Sindaco di Savona Marco Russo; Professoressa Francesca Centurione
Scotto Boschieri; friends

I am honoured by the medal of the Regione Liguria which you award me. | thank you for the
attention you pay to my uncle Clarence Bicknell; | accept the award in his name. Clarence is an icon
of Liguria's greatness including your environmental initiatives which you celebrate today. For
example...

J Bicknell favoured the natural world all his life especially wild flowers. | have pleasure in
announcing that Clarence will be the featured artists of Le Venezie Watercolor Festival in October
this year, with eighty of his works going on display.

J My uncle opposed the uprooting of wild plants for commercial use. One hundred and fifty
years ago he was doing his best to protect the environment.
J Bicknell’s travel diary sketches were very accurate, noting date and location, are of interest

and use to researchers looking at the evolution of the natural environment in Liguria, both on the
coast and in the mountains. Researchers at Genoa and Nottingham Universities have compared
Bicknell’s sketches with the same scene today to assess changes in vegetation; conifers now grow
three hundred metres higher than in the time of Bicknell. Many plants of the Italian Alps have died
out or retreated to higher ground since Bicknell’s time because of global warming. This is an
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Escalator to Extinction. Fifty-two species in the Italian Alps have receded to altitudes four hundred
metres higher than their limits in the fifties.

. Bicknell was a polymath, a citizen scientist, active in so many disciplines, and a man of great
faith even after leaving the Church; Bicknell therefore added a holistic dimension to his devotion to
the environment and its protection.

o The ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius said "Study the past if you would divine the
future.” Bicknell’s presence in the minds of academics and administrators today adds to the value he
brings to the protection of Liguria's intangible cultural heritage and its communication to a new
generation.

o Lastly | would like to announce here today an initiative which is exciting for many of us here.
Bicknell had a vegetarian diet which, at the Casa Fontanalba, was primarily from wild plants foraged
in the Val Casterino. Research and writing, in Italian, will commence later this year with a view to
publishing in 2027 Clarence Bicknell's Cook Book... a guide to collecting and eating off the land.

In the name of Clarence Bicknell | thank you for your attention. Thank you
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ANNEX 1 - Opposition to plant thieves

Reginald Farrer was one such plant thief who Clarence Bicknell took on; ‘During these tours
Farrer collected plants to send home to his nursery at Clapham in Yorkshire. The rock garden craze
was sweeping Britain, and Farrer provided not only a supply of alpine plants but also books and
magazine articles on how to look after them.’

MARVELS by Valerie Lester 2018, page 65.

Like Moggridge, Clarence complained bitterly in his preface to Flowering Plants and Ferns of
the Riviera, published in London in 1885, that many of the coastal plants and those of the adjacent
mountains ‘are now to be found no more, and many others are becoming extremely scarce, owing
to the ravages committed by horticulturalists’ agents and winter visitors . . . Every autumn, too ... a
new road or villa or vineyard has caused the disappearance of some favourite old friends, while
others had become extremely rare.’

Of course, Clarence himself was not entirely blameless. Although he seems to have left in
situ most of the flowers and plants he painted, when it came to collecting for his herbarium,
uprooting was a necessity to provide complete information.

Some residents of Bordighera, in despair, tried to stop the ceaseless collecting. Linda Villari
in Soggiorno a Bordighera writes: ‘The tourist greed for flowers that has already stripped the hills of
their rarer plants, has evidently stirred residents to self-defence, for at many gates notice boards
inscribed “Private” and “Do not take the flowers” in big capitals, warn off our countrymen’s
predatory fingers.’

MARVELS by Valerie Lester 2018, page 150.

Al

oA PREFACE.

«Flore des Alpes Maritimes," comprise all the known plants
Spezia, and among tho adjacent mountains. Many of these,
found no more, and myothersmboeomngexﬁmmﬂly 9 oW
committed by horticulturists’ agents and winter visitors, the latter of
up roots and bulbs while the plants are still flowering, and ﬂnﬁ .
quantities to perish in sn alien climate. Every autumn, too, one returns to
a now road or villa or vineyard haaeansadthedimppemd”M, !
friend. Is it too late to hope that any one meeting with the raver plants, su
certain species of Narcissus ot Mentone, the yellow tulip in the Bsterels, the sc
black Iris or the Bellevalia Webbiana st Bordighera, or the crimson
and the Convolvulus pentapetaloides, which once flourished so abundsntly at
may spare the roots to gladden the flower-seekers of a coming season
blossoms ?

To my kind friend Cav. Francesco Panizzi of 8. Remo, to Professor Gio
Arcangeli of the University of Pisa, and to Professor Allman, late President ¢
Linnean Society, I desire to express my thanks for much help and encov
in my botanical studies.

Vitta Rosa, Bornionena,
September 15, 1883,
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ANNEX 2 — Bicknell’s impact on Liguria’s scientific and cultural heritage

Similar to Sir Thomas Hanbury (1832-1907), founder of Giardini Botanici Hanbury in La
Mortola in 1867, Bicknell frequented both the cultural and scientific circles accessible to him, the
latter particularly with researchers and writers interested in geography and he environment in
this recently discovered English paradise (Quaini, 2015).

Bicknell's life and work left an indelible mark on the scientific and cultural heritage of
Bordighera, the Alpes-Maritimes and beyond. Bicknell regularly participated in the circulation of
humanist and naturalist knowledge with universities, scientists, researchers, writers and amateurs
across the European continent, especially with the Genoa University geologist and paleontologist,
Arturo Issel (1842 1922), but also with Louis de Villeneuve, Adolph Stiegelmann, Paul Goby Adrien
Guebhard, Emile Carthaillac, Joseph Dechelette, Arthur J. Evans and Alberto Pelloux (Bernardini,
2003; Scati, 2003).

Bicknell's ideas and body of work continued to circulate in Europe after his death. Clarence
Bicknell's topographical views includes sketches and drawings in pencil or watercolour, often in
travel notebooks kept in several public and private collections in Italy and the United Kingdom. Their
subjects are very different, but highlight Bicknell's observational spirit and scientific eye as well as
remarkable artistic talent. Naturalistic subjects such as animals, plants and rocks are depicted with
meticulousness and scientific rigour, similar to botanical drawings.

The topographical views of the Alpine and Mediterranean landscapes highlight the
characteristics of the territory in terms of vegetation and geology but also land uses and human
presence. These are mostly unpublished drawings and views, the analysis and interpretation of
which can contribute to a better understanding of the history of the Mediterranean mountain
landscape.

Likewise, travellers' sketches, although produced with other intentions but often
characterized by topographical details, provide useful information for a better knowledge of the
history of the landscape, also depending on recent developments (Piana et al., 2012). The
information obtained from these views is compared with other contemporary sources, including
historical maps and archival documents, historical photography and field sources and oral sources,
according to a multidisciplinary approach consolidated by a critical reading of the sources (Moreno
1990; Cevasco 2007). Topographic views and travel sketches have already been used for the study of
past hydro-meteorological events (Faccini et al., 2016), vegetation (Piana, Watkins, Balzaretti, 2016)
and urban landscape history (Bruzzone et al., 2017).

Despite many compelling assertions in favour of mono-disciplinary approaches in the
humanities and social sciences, the diversity of sources offered by Bicknell's work is well placed to
spark dynamic, multidisciplinary studies. In doing so, the resumption of its specific, hyper-local
spatial and temporal studies allows us to explore and examine the geo-histories of the Western
Ligurian Riviera and the Maritime Alps from the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th
century.

Source: Clarence Bicknell (1842-1918) dans les Alpes Maritimes : entre paysage et botanique - 2019
(Clarence Bicknell (1842-1918) in the Alpes Maritimes: between landscape and botany) by Raffaella
Bruzzone (Marie Curie Intra-European Fellow, School of Geography and Department of History,
University of Nottingham, Nottingham, UK.), Robert Hearn(School of Geography, University of
Nottingham, Nottingham, UK) and Dr. Pietro Piana (Leverhulme Research Fellow at the University of
Nottingham and Assistant Professor at the Department of Political and International Sciences of
Universita di Genova).
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ANNEX 3 — Comparison of Bicknell’s sketches with the same landscape today

Bicknell's prolific output of topographical art, particularly the views of Liguria and the
Maritime Alps around Casterino, is less well known. They are topographically accurate and faithfully
depict vegetation, geological features and human elements of the landscape. There is one undated
view titled Val Casterino, which is indicative of Bicknell's style and approach to the landscape. It was
part of a sketchbook of watercolours made during Bicknell's excursions in the area.

A couple of tall larches (Larix decidua) standing on a rocky outcrop are the main subject of
the watercolour, and more larches are depicted in the background. The bark and shape of these
conifers are carefully depicted and the reddish colour of the bark is well rendered. In the background
is the left bank of the Casterino valley, with extensive grassland, scattered woods of unidentified
trees and a far rocky peak that can be identified as the Rocca dell'Abisso (2,755m asl), between the
Roja, Gesso and Vermenagna valleys. Immediately before the Rocca dell'Abisso the grassy mountain
on the left is the Cime de Barchen- zane (2,410m asl), while the lower part of the Cime de Gratin
(2,139m) is just visible vegetation suggests that a landslide has recently taken place; the outcrops
and debris on the right. Below the Cime de Gratin the slope is heavily eroded and the lack of the
north-east-facing slope, while the opposite side, facing south-west, had campi The Gran Carta of
1862 indicates that the main land uses were boschi (woods) along (fields) around the village and
woods and pascoli (pastures) on the upper slopes, with the highest peaks showing some gerbido
(bare land). For the period 1915-1949 the municipal archive of Tenda produced and updated a land
register that provides detailed information about land use. Around the village a fair number of fields
are given over to seminativo (arable): as in Limone, the arable crops were mainly oats, barley and
rye. Pascolo (pasture) and prato (meadow, probably for hay) were also very common categories. The
category bosco d'alto fusto (timber wood) is found throughout the document. This probably relates
to the presence of tall larches, which often appear in the topographical views and photographs by
Bicknell. Historically, conifers of the Tenda area, particularly larches, spruces and Scots pines, were
felled to be transported to Ventimiglia on the coast using the rivers Roja and Bevera. In addition,
some wood was cut into boards and taken to Nice using mules and carts.

In May 2018 we found the area of land covered by larch woods to be much greater than in
Bicknell's time, as shown by the comparison of the two views (Figure 28). The viewpoint is from just
above the Casterino road, a few hundred metres past the centre of the village with its hotel. There
are many very old larch trees remaining in this area. We measured the diameter of one of the largest
and it was 6.8m; trees with similar diameters in north-east Italy have been estimated to be over 800
years old. High above the village the vegetation is mainly composed of larch, but also sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), mountain ash (Sorbus aucuparia), whitebeam (Sorbus aria), juniper Juniperus
communis), coppiced Laburnum anagyroides and Vaccinium. Today the landslide depicted by
Bicknell is partly covered by conifers, like most of the mountainside in the view. A more recent
landslide, probably a debris flow caused by heavy rain, can be seen just below the rocky top of Rocca
dell'Abisso.

Source: Rediscovering Lost Landscapes pp. 90-94, by Pietro Piana, Universita degli Studi di Genova,
Charles Watkins, University of Nottingham, Rossano Balzaretti, University of Nottingham. Published
online by Cambridge University Press: 20 December 2023
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ANNEX 4 — Effect of global warming on flower and plants that Bicknell recorded

Escalator to extinction

Some alpine plants ... are very good pioneers — they can arrive on bare ground and begin
changing it so that it becomes more suitable for other species. But as the global climate changes,
mountain ranges are warming fast. Despite its hardy reputation, the unique flora of these regions
faces an uncertain future.

In a new study published in Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution, researchers found that one-
fifth of alpine plant species on four glaciers in the Italian Alps are likely to become locally extinct once
the glaciers vanish from the high mountains. Some of these European species are plants which are
found nowhere else on Earth.

In Valmalenco in the Italian Alps, the Ventina glacier is receding by about 30 metres a year. As
it retreats, the glacier unveils bare ground which, in many places, has been covered by ice for
thousands of years. In the past, glaciers have advanced with cooler temperatures and greater snowfall,
and retreated in warmer and less snowy periods. Scientists have long studied the sequence of
colonisation of bare ground by plants as time passes from the glacier’s retreat, often over many
centuries.

New areas of bare ground in front of retreating glaciers are where many unique alpine plants
are adapted to thrive. But with continued warming threatening the extinction of some glaciers, halting
the uncovering of new bare ground year upon year, the rare alpine colonisers are forced higher and
higher up the mountain and eventually left with nowhere to grow.

In the constant battle for space, light, water and nutrients, there are inevitably winners and
losers. Pioneer species are specialised for doing well in open habitats, but the conditions these
specialists help create are exploited by more competitive species which eventually push them out.
These generalist competitors are more likely to flourish in the long term as glaciers vanish. They
represent 29% of alpine species and include alpine meadow-grass and dwarf yellow cinquefoil.

Slowing the rate of global warming would probably slow the rate at which the world’s glaciers
are retreating. But for many dependent alpine species, it may already be too late.

Source: The Conversation, January 2021.
https://theconversation.com/disappearing-glaciers-are-threatening-rare-alpine-plants-with-extinction-154135

Alpine species forced to extinction by glacier recession

Glacier recession has led to an upward migration of Alpine plants at a rate of 0.5 - 4 m per
decade. In the long run, lowland plants will displace Alpine species to ever-higher altitudes until they
simply have nowhere to go at all, effectively forcing them into extinction.

Source: World Wildlife Fund

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge hub/where we work/alps/problems/climate change/

Upward migration of vascular plants following a climate warming trend in the Alps

We compared historical records (1954—1958) with results from recent plant surveys (2003—
2005) from alpine to nival ecosystems in the Rhaetian Alps, N-Italy. The presence of all vascular plant
species and their maximum altitude were recorded along a continuous altitudinal transect of 730 m.
An increase in species richness from 153 to 166 species was observed. Moreover, 52 species were
recorded from altitudes 30-430 m higher than their 1950s limits, which corresponds to a median
migration rate of 23.9 m/decade. In order to explain the observed migrations, the species wind-
dispersal ability (diaspore weight and morphology) and the air temperature variation from 1926 to
2003 were considered. Species with more pronounced altitudinal shifts possess lighter diaspores. The
highest increase in species richness was found between 2800 and 3100 m a.s.l.; this appears to be
related to an estimated shift of the permafrost limit by +240 m during the last 50 years. The mean air
temperature in the region rose by +1.6 °C in summer and by +1.1 °C in winter within this period.

7


https://theconversation.com/disappearing-glaciers-are-threatening-rare-alpine-plants-with-extinction-154135
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/alps/problems/climate_change/
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Climate warming is therefore considered as a primary cause of the observed upward migration of high
mountain plants.

Source: Basic and Applied Ecology Volume 9, Issue 2, 10 March 2008, Pages 100-107, by
Gilberto Parolo and Graziano Rossi (Tel.: +39 0382 984854; fax: +39 0382 34240.
graziano.rossi@unipv.it)

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1439179107000126

The alpine life zone - fragile ecosystems across the globe

Biodiversity is decreasing on the global scale (Sax & Gaines, 2003). The sixth mass extinction
event in Earth's history might have already commenced (Isbell et al., 2017), with extinction rates of
vascular plants estimated to be up to 500 times above the background rate and nearly 600
extinctions since Linnaeus published Species Plantarum in the mid-18th century (Humphreys et al.,
2019).

Alpine environments are areas located above the low-temperature determined treeline, or
its substitutes. This 'alpine life zone' is dominated by low stature vegetation being largely composed
of long-lived species. The alpine life zone is globally distributed, from polar to tropical latitudes and
occurs across oceanic and continental climates (Kérner, 2021; Nagy & Grabherr, 2009). Many alpine
regions are among the remaining most pristine environments on Earth. Even though direct human
land use has affected alpine areas relatively little, today's climate warming may result in the
reduction of its current extent and, in some cases, the complete disappearance of fragmented and
isolated alpine areas ( Pauli & Halloy 2019).

Source: Global Observation Research Initiative In Alpine Environments
https://www.gloria.ac.at/scope/background

Climate change is turning the Alps from white to green, study finds

Areas with vegetation above the treeline in the Alps have increased by 77% since 1984, finds
a new study which used high-resolution satellite data. Increased temperatures and rainfall in the
growing season have meant vegetation is slowly creeping up the mountains, threatening the lives of
specialist Alpine plant species.

Source: World Economic Forum in collaboration with EcoWatch. Jun 17, 2022
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/06/climate-change-turning-alps-from-white-to-green/
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https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/06/climate-change-turning-alps-from-white-to-green/
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Bicknell seguiva una dieta vegetariana che era composta
principalmente da piante selvatiche nella Val Casterino.

Vorrei annunciare, qui, oggi...

Inizieremo la ricerca e la stesura quest'anno per la pubblicazione
nel 2027 del Clarence Bicknell’s Cook Book, |n |taI|ano

una guida alla raccolta e al
consumo dei prodotti della terra

Annunceremo a breve il nome
dell'italiano etnobotanico
gastronomiche che sara lo
scrittore principale.




> o Anome di CIarence Bicknell, vi rmgrazm\per
R‘ I'attenzione. Grazie. & 4

Marcus Bicknell

www.clarencebicknell.com
Info@clarencebicknell.com
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