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Vol 1

From Stoke to Bordighera
September 25th 1878.

C Bicknell with his brother F. Parrett.

Dramatis Personae

Revd. C.B. and Mr F. Parett.

Mrs Fanshawe and her daughter Mrs Walker of Vila&Ro

Bianca (maid), Jennetta (cook) Giuseppe (lad)

Giovanni (general bottle-washer of the establ)

Trot, the pet black tan.

Mr Antonio Imperiale, builder of - and factotumthe villa Mr Tessitore organist at Parish
Church.

Michele, carriage proprietor.

Mr Stevens, a sick lad, my mathematical pupil.

September 25th 1878

Stoke to Paddington by 1st train - met a manénttain who had been servant to Mr
Meynall and also to Mr Leonard of Faulo - whom hesvabout to visit in Sussex - so, as he
was a green countryman, | offered to lionize hinw&took him in our cab down Oxford and
Regent Street and then dropped him at the Nati@ahléry, while we went on to the Charing
Cross Hotel, washed &c and had some luncheon -Hiaugbrellas &c - & then picked up
our friend - visited Cleopatra's Needle - Westnan&ridge, Hall & Abbey and walked
through the park to Buckingham Palace where wénppaiton the way to Victoria Station,
greatly pleased and very grateful, while we droffeéammy sisters in Upper Bedford Place -
where we dined, played verbarium &c till 10 o'cledBack to the hotel and to bed.

26th. Up before 6 - off, 2nd class, at 7.25 - lgualbrning, sea fairly calm - some people

said it was a millpond - the bows loaded with agoasf barrels of herrings, as well as all the
luggage, & 5 horses - directly we started it wagaapnt that all the weight was on one side,
for we we(re) terribly down in the water, dangeilgis®, had it been rough, and the Captain
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ordered the immediate removal of the barrels adiesdoat - a heavy wearisome job - the
fish smell was only a trifle better than the engime - but tho' feeling a little uncomfortable,
| managed to escape illness, & to a certain exdejay the deep blue sea, changing to green
as we neared Boulogne - | had some chat with atridnson board - there were but few 2nd
Class passengers, and those mostly in the calanddd easily, & had some good food on
the pier restaurant - then travelled with some Bhgjirls and their French courier or
guardian, probably escorting them to school; wggdaserbarium, and one of the girls, at the
Br's request(!) held his watch and timed us - vaglréhunting the Snark™ on the road. A
tiring journey to Paris & then, oh, what a waiti&g worrying to get our luggage - what a
crowd, and what a scrimmage everywhere- The douapake sharply & seemed to think
suspiciously about my 2 boxes of "revalenta arabicay explanation of their contents
probably did not enlighten him much - Off at laatd in much doubt if we should find a bed
anywhere, for just before leaving, | had heard fragnbrother of a friend who had only
succeeded at the 11th hotel he drove to - andhbis/eek before - moreover that the
Chatham, Rue Neuve St. Augustin, where we intetalegply had been sending people
away in shoals! But, happily they cd. just managén little rooms on the same staircase,
the Br. on the sutresol, & myself au 2me or 3megeta

Table d'hoéte nearly over, so we dined alone - gtmiled out a little and went to bed -
streets crowded.

Friday 27th

Out at 7 - went to S. Rock in the Rue St. Honofféreebreakfast - bought tickets for the
exhibition. (they were not sold at the doors) wdlke the Pl. de la Concorde and took a
skerry boat (20c.) to the Trocadero side, oppds#eChamps de Mars.

What a sight on entering the exhibition grounds&d not one bit realized all these acres of
gardens & trees & flower beds amongst which onaagashewed us that restaurants,
pavilions, cottages, kiosks, &c &c of all possibigles of all nations were scattered about -
the Exhibition even on this side of the river sedri@ge enough to occupy a day or two - |
must only say a few words of my impressions abiouthiis is the plan -

sketch

A. The Trocadero Palace & gardens, with huts, &twas | have said of all nations in the
grounds. The Palace itself something like this.

sketch

A great room for fétes, concerts &c (which we dal see) with 2 or 3 open colonnades
facing the gardens - 2 big towers with lifts to thp - several rooms full of curiosities & 2
very long curved galleries also with open colonsasteetching away on either side of the
gardens - these full of old works of art &c. of mdltions - A great waterfall, & fountain
basins and cascades &c in front of the palacendrgairdens terraced walks, grottoes,
winding steps &c cut in (partly) artificial cliffen one side (which you ascend) and in
another part a beautiful aquarium to the tankshutivyou descend by steps and walks still
more fantastic, with creepers & ferns &c in thekwork, bridges & rivulets &c all
wonderfully planned and executed too-

We saw the Algerian Court in this part of the grdsythe Chinese houses, with chinamen
selling their wares, a Japanese Enclosure, witktedtes & flowers of the country & fowls
&c, the Egyptian and African, with Egyptian produogaps of the canal and pictures to
illustrate Livingstone's travels, and slave hurtibigingstone's pistol & cap were here. The
latter had been shot this in some wretched Encouitités was very touching- Then there
was an English dairy, where milk was sold, a Nonaedpouse beautifully built of carved
wood, a Swedish carved wood clock-tower, & stalladises without number where people
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of Constantinople and Turkey generally, of Moroeca Tunis &c &c sold jewellery, object
de ?? from the Holy Land, & all kinds of Oriensaleetmeats &c &c - the Orientals seemed
to be good vendors, entreating everyone with snailessoft words to stop and look - one
man called Br. "a sweet" as an additional attractie bought a so-called Rose of Jericho -
apparently a kind of seaweed, or water plant ofeskind at any rate, dried up, but which
when put into water opens out and in a few days farth little green leaves - it may be
taken out and closed up again at pleasure. "Ellm@&@rt jamais”, the advertisement said*
must not omit to mention an exhibition in a largatthed house of “insectes utiles et
Musible" hurtful to men and beasts and plants, bogerado beetle, phyloxera &c - also
silkworms, bees &c and their productions, silk,dve&x &c &c.

When we had pretty well explored all but the halsifle art galleries of The Trocadero
palace itself, and sundry buildings of machineglements &c along by the river, we
crossed the Pont de Jena, now boarded over andfpghe exhibition grounds - charming
seats with awnings and flowers above the backet#ats were arranged on either side, so
sketch

indeed throughout the buildings & grounds chairsefats of every description but all
comfortable & pretty were most abundantly suppliethis was indeed a boon - there was
never even in the most crowded times any difficuitfinding seats, -

On the Champs de Mars side of the river was anddihge garden with more water, flowers,
restaurants and pavilions - also many English &€&hnegreenhouses, with exhibitions of
flowers - Among the most interesting things hereeneoms fitted up as hospitals, the train
carriages, ambulances, litters & all the thingslugeX after battle by the Red X Society &
others.

A very wonderful Spanish pavilion with pillars, aes & deep recesses, covered & made of
clear white glass bottles, filled with Spanish veinerhite, red, yellow & greenish, in all hues
and shades - the ceilings were like the Mooristiddework of the Alhambra which no doubt
it was meant to represent - the windows were cavever by them in palcentas giving all
the effect of brilliant stained glass - & lookintagses here and there reflected both the light
and the architecture, it was indeed a sort of fiang, tho' reminding one a little of devil-land
as well - however the bottles were tightly corkéd,000 they said in all. Other produce was
exhibited besides wine. Some little English cottagere in the garden, all overgrown with
Convolvulus - the building erected of the Princityabf Monaco was most tasty inside and
out, & their china was lovely. Many of their besbriks, besides works of art of every nation
and of every kind had been secured for a grantetietde I'exhibition” to be held at the end
of the year, and about which all the advertisiragishs in Paris gave one information -
certainly the committee seemed to me to have chbserate things.

Among the many beautiful bits of ornamental gardgnwere some wonderful carpet beds,
one on a slope of a huge butterfly and on the laglow a great sort of tree design- Every
plot of lawn had its' own advertisement - "thisggaas sown by Messrs Carter & Sons" - or
"sémeé par &c" &c-

Well, at last we went into the regular buildinggioé Exposition and 1st to the Beaux Arts,
where we studied the English Salons - with manydgbongs of Leighton, Millais, &C
Poynter "Israel in Egypt" - some find landscaped/bZole and some Landseers, Wards,
Friths, Goodall &c - alas | saw no Turner. StamfjdRoberts &c &c - but there was little
rubbish. In the other courts of which | will spaabw the French was naturally far the best,
though there were an inordinate number of naked @voim anything but graceful attitudes,
chiefly standing straight upright, facing the sjpéat:- Bougereau's picture of sacred subject,
the B.V.M. with the Holy Child, a Pieta, & "la Vige Consolatrice" side by side, where the
same face, & a very beautiful and womanly one tg&g painted, now in joy, now in sorrow,
now in dignified majesty, in the latter a dead dhd lying at her feet, while the mother of it
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with dishevelled hair and clasped hands is kneelimdylying over the lap of the Mother of
JESUS, while she is looking up in petition,

So,

sketch.

There was a striking picture of S. Sebastian's tgugsearing to the Emperor, of Rizpah
about to aim a blow at a fierce eagle, which idwng to devour the corpses of the children
she is watching &c &c. &c

sketch.

There were good Belgian pictures, a few Italianspa@d fewer Russian and Swedish which
| liked - the United States did not strike me agtlimg much-

There was a good deal of sculpture and here iitaihe Italians 1st, the French next, and
England nowhere - Jenner vaccinating his child eleser and there were many pretty boys
and girls, also Cupids, Venuses &c-

After a little luncheon, beer and cakes outsidelerdome bells from a Swedish bell-foundry
clanged tunes for a long time close by, we hattla Iook at the courts of different countries,
France excepted, saw the French machinery & sahdoma while in the Street of Nations,
i.e. the open walk between C, & D,E,D - for eactiamhas erected a front in some style of
national architecture, a very beautiful & costlyrevéhose of Italy & Belgium, very quaint &
interesting, Norway, China & Japan, & not bad ftteelhouses of various English styles-
The sight of the "nations” themselves pacing albas still more interesting, had | not been
in considerable pain and which | had to try andceahfor fear of troubling the good Br, |
should have enjoyed it more-

We finally sat awhile in the gardens, watched soaped cake making and little gas ovens in
a stall in the garden, and leaving by one of thde&CMars gates walked some way to the Pont
d'Alsace to take a tram back but they seemed imuncy to start, so we crossed the Seine and
found a cab which took us home 0 how I pitied sarnine poor hosts which seemed dying
of fatigue. We dined at the table d'h6te, a verydyone too, & | had for my r.h. companion
an American lady, with her sister doing Europep(fPhiladelphia) as shed had been unwell
for some days she had not that afternoon goneet&xhibition, but only to the Luxembourg,
Louvre | think and a few churches, public buildirsgsl &c &c -! - bravo, sick Americans!
After dinner | went to an English chemists for noaake the Br had a 50c. peep through the
big telescope on the Place Vendbéme, at Jupiteng@rgtsatisfactory); we strolled about a
little and went to bed.

Saturday September 28th

Went to the Madeleine before breakfast- Then by twothe Trocadero quay as before, we
crossed the river at once, and went straight t@itteres before the room began to fill, &
enjoyed them greatly: We then went thro' most effhench section, looking at the
vestments and church furniture, clocks, jewellarfficial flowers (marvellous), ladies
toilettes, musical instruments (The pianista, pigonator, wh. we heard played &c),
carefully. Then the general machinery, where sommercan paper bag making, envelope
folding, needle threading, work of different kindgh an endless saw, & many other things
interested us. After that the English section, witheautiful court of Doulton ware, some
French portions of the NJ were given us. The Fremctvn jewels, & Prince of Wales'
Indian presents we also saw. | must not forgetwleaéxamined a Chinaman's pigtail, had a
not cheap lunch of 4 very small cups of café atdaid 1/2 doz. tiny finger biscuits for 5 1/2
francs(!), and admired the Pavilion de la VilleRi&ris, with its Mosaic, della Robbia,
terracotta, tile and other artistic work at eitbatrance. We went over to the Trocadero to see
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the Galleries & then returned in a pubic conveya@e each to the Palais Royal, where at
5.30 we had an excellent dinner at Richard's.

We then found the Church of S. Eustache, and siileat 8pm entered N.D. des Victoires
House the altar was thronged - 200 candles - ladadsng beseechingly at the pretty image -
night prs. litany of the B.V.M. and benedictionléaed. Many men there. All very taking,
pretty, sentimental and unlike gospel teaching.

Sunday 29th

Breakfast early and to the Asperges & High Magb@iMadeleine at 8.45 - A sermon on "la
précepte dominicale” with a long exhortation ondiéy & privileges of "assisting™ at the St.
Sacrifice - very dry & useless, | thought - thegmieger lamented the ways of the "world," &
exalted the holy Church of course - when will pigdsarn to be men, & find they must talk
as men to mankind, if they would obtain a hearihg@ service all plain-song - the people
more unanimous than formerly so it seemed to ntkdim behaviour, & several women
Communicated after the priest -

We then spent some hour or so in the Louvres @daltleries, & examined the great
balloon. "le ballon captif* as it descended - fibday long this monster makes its
"excursions captives", people paying 20 fr. a heiadtops up at the end of its tether some
time. | think | read 25 min. ascending, or perhapsending & resting in all!

We walked to the Place de la Bastille, where wehad & where the garcon brought me
who asked for some "gateaux au "indicateur des tisede fer, to the Place de la Trone,
then lost our way, recovered it, & visited Pere haise cemetery. What a striking burial
ground it is, interesting in character with its marees & thickly set little sort of chapel
graves. with the tiny altars, images, glass windeatkin &c &c. and glorious in situation -
such a day too, brilliant like all its predecesssmsce we left home We had some difficulty
in finding our way home, since our Map of Paris keara great new Boulevard wh. was
apparently only just being begun to be made - Wledlprivately at 5.30,& at 6.15 were off -
crowded streets & a show beast made us late, &lge#ting muddled at the station,
forgetting to pay the driver in the Excitementioiding the ticket office & registering the
luggage. The train seemed very full, but we gai entarriage with one Englishman, 2
French & an Italian. the 4 corners (therefore (sgl)) all taken, but | eventually had one,
when a Fr. got out. the English officer, on his veay to be grilled at Malta, as he said, was
very pleasant. We passed the night fairly, gettingto have some Monday September 30th
coffee at Lyon about 4 a.m., buying fruit at Avign& more breakfast at Tarascon where we
changed for Nimes. The sunrise had been loveljye®iews along the valley of the Rhone,
with mountains on the left far away were delightfllhe country became dryer & uglier
towards Nimes, wh we reached about 10 am; & wetlteddd. de Luxembourg on the grand
Place - A 3rd breakfast after washing, this tinrea sort of dejeuner (sic), & then on we
went sightseeing - 1st the Arena: beautiful of seun the blazing sunlight with the grand
curves & arches & shadows - it is very fairly petfethe outer side being in quite good
preservation, or at any rate restored to be sonyroathe tiers of seats are quite broken
down though - Alas, they have been having bull8ghere lately on Sundays, with five
Spanish bulls, so the advertisements said. Theeogalked to the old Roman building, part
of the ancient forum, called the Maison Carrée, mawuseum of pictures, sculptures, &
odds & ends - A grand fair was going on in the tpiwdeed for 8 days (every year) but this
was the day of days - there were roundabouts, &tgli& fat people & stalls of wonders, &
then all round the amphitheatre country carts drap/full of great Spanish onions, & piles
of watermelons - In the first stalls we saw lithl@wn fruit - called "jujubes"” with a big stone
in the middle & looking like roast apples.
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At 2pm. we started in a 2 horse trap for the PonGdrde - 15 miles distant - flatness, &
glare & dust, except toward the end, all the waywvas wearying indeed - stunted olives
covered with dust - dried up grass with a few Bugellow thistles covered with white dust -
everything white, & dry - there had been no rain® months & very little for 3 years.

At 4. we reached the bridge - & a mere glance shiéwed us at once that we were indeed
well repaid - the situation beautiful, for we hadast come up to some hills, & gone round
them, & on the other side bordering the river teegmed much steeper & more covered with
brighter vegetation.

We refreshed ourselves at the little rim, & theossed the new bridge, & walked thro' the
agueduct, & scrambled about on either side & slestchlittle & at 6pm. started home again
- There are 3 tiers of arches, so, the water

Sketch

formerly running through a channel at the top fall.

it is a splendid work - It soon grew dark now, &ves passed some hundred or two of the
country carts returning from Nimes, with sleepydrs, & scarcely visible lights, we had
much trouble to get along & were constantly expegcd collision - The fresh air, starlight, &
strangeness of the scene however made our retummejp far less wearisome-

Dinner & bed-

Tuesday Octr. 1st

We discovered we cd'nt get further than Mentonthénday, & so we resolved to go to
Toulon for the night, & have less of a railway joay the next day - so we left Nimes at 7.45
- caught the train from Paris at Tarascon, & reddflarseilles at 10.40. On the way we
passed through many miles of dreary sandy desedaw what must have been the mirage,
for these appeared to be great lakes of waterisldhd or strips of coast beyond them far
away - Arles with it's amphitheatre looked inteirggt the peaches &c were pleasant to see -
& the 1st sight of the blue sea was cheerful.

At Marseilles we strolled out for an hour's wakwere greatly delighted with those
splendid bustling streets, with the huge planée flower stalls, the fish stalls tastefully
arranged with seaweed, cockles &c - the fruit shape magnolias in seed, palms &c &c -

At 12.15 started for Toulon - all alone in 1sasd carriage till near the end - a very
pleasant ride amid beautiful country, very fertileached Toulon & went to the Hotel
Victoria, at about 2.45. - A Frenchy hotel, men $®maids, rough & ready waiters - not
really so nice as the Nimes one, which we foundrclat Toulon too | was terribly eaten,
unawares by mosquitoes - We soon went down toubg gthe bright quay with lots of
sailors, naval officers, soldiers & boatmen abate-dark blue waters dashing up, hulks of
old men of war, merchant ships, steamboats &c bithie view of the open sea- We visited
the cathedral & the picturesque narrow street@bld town - and how some sailors did
guarrel to be sure over a game of cards in a ahigsing one another at the top of their
voices. After a bad dinner we were out again gjton the public seats of walking about
under the trees of the boulevards- E enjoyed Towitimits grand limestone hills & crags
..... p26ish........the town close behind, its farditions everywhere, it's brightness & its
bustle-

Wednesday Octr. 2nd

After attending service at S. Louis' Church & breaking, armed with ....of figs & grapes we
took the 9.47 train - 1st class - windows engageBriench people going to Nice, who ate &
slept much, but drew blinds down often & never ledlat the lovely views - But it was all so
beautiful - & we were not disappointed when firstbout Les Arcs & Fréjus the verdure
began to become more sub-tropical, & still lessvBere at Cannes the gardens of palaces &
oranges & lemons, & the pomegranates, & cactuso&sl& the mountains & valleys

leading into them met our eyes - an so on to Nid&re our party left & in the 'vingt
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minutes d'arrét-' we had some soup & cold veal-tfdne was full of priests from Barcelona,
going as pilgrims to ...Ea??.(in pencil "Rome"pre few were fine & fine looking men - at
Cannes station some women in picturesque headedrdgstheir best from their little stall

on the platform to supply both the pilgrims & othevellers with wine & fruit - the priests
had many of them very shovelled hats - SKETCH here

& these women white muslin & a broad silk band, SKHE here, with tassel.

At Nice 2 Italians came into the carriage, but vae i window & never took our eye off the
view as we passed Monaco, Monte Carlo, & Mentortdl &e reached Ventimiglia pretty
punctually about 4.pm. At Mentone a man openeditwe, & asked for our passports,
saying that if French or Italian a card would stéfi we took no notice of him, nor he of us -
& one of the Italians observing this, the eldenhedold him of the freedom in England,
saying we wee English, where no questions weredaagé¢o your name or business- At
Ventimiglia, Mr. Fanshawe's man, Antonio Imperisé®n discovered us, & helped us to get
our luggage examined & given us, when in one ofréitiing rumbling shaky sort of open
cabs, 2 horses took us quickly to Bordighera - Bémshawe & Mrs. Walker were on the
balcony waving their hands, as we caught a sigtiierh from the Marina, & soon we had
turned up their grove of pepper, olive, eucaly@ysalm &c, & were at the pretty brown
house, & church embosomed in the trees - a pleasaotiuction to our kind hostess made
us feel quite at home, & soon we were ready fonéinthen a table upstairs in Mr. F's room,
& to bed, pretty little white bed with long hangingpsquito curtains - We had great fun in
exhibiting the presents brought by us, the ....ra&dlicines, & seeds &c. & a merry evening
indeed we had passed- The garden seems to growtlamgrthough it is not very large - all
the trees, except olives, were grown from seed sbyears ago.! wonderful - mesquite,
strelitgia, palms, oranges, lemons, eucalyptusp@ey acacia, mimosa &c &c - & tomatos, a
purple vegetable,(sketch here - looks like aube)gialled (in pencil)? Mignoles , green
peas, &c &c - But there has been little rain laielyeed the sea is receding bout 3 ft. a year,
the land therefore probably upheaving, & drying &pess rain falls, & the olive crops are
failing & people are beginning to cut them dowm fact the whole climate is changing.
Thursday Octr. 3rd

Walked out early to the Chapel of S. Ambroglio bg shore to bathe - could not find a nice
place, it was a little rough & deep, so the Br.Idawt learn to swim - A quiet morning of
letters, reading &c, in the afternoon a walk alibethills above the house, & through the old
town, a visit to the cemetery to see the Engliglvgs & if it was all in decent order. There a
little pencil sketching of the town from behindwthile Br. read out loud, & little
troublesome ragazzi behaving like monkeys aroundvagied us terribly, then tea & an
evening's talk - The town on high ground abovetkeli  promontory is very picturesque,
with it's arched gateways, high narrow winding dekgaved, slippery, dark streets with just
room for a mule to pass, people sitting workindingga gossiping & doing nothing at their
doors & on their steps - arched . ...all acrosgtlaes- Then a little piazza round the Church,
the latter bright rather tasty tho' with an overoaint of gold & colour - Palms in abundance
everywhere, many tied up (& so uglified,) to bledled young leaves for sale in Nice, Genoa
&c, & for the supply at Rome, wh. is the peculiaivpege of Bordighera - many very
beautiful with their cluster of dates, rather greem, but the stems brilliant yellows &
oranges -

On the rocks of the hills near the cemetery wertsdhnce of flowers mostly new to me: the
shrubs chiefly thorny or aromatic - but rosemamvgeverywhere & a kind of juniper;

myrtle is on the hills above our house, Villa Ras@retty little chocolate & green striped
arum ( SKetch here) under the olives - Eryngia (s®ly), a beautiful Statice ( sea lavender,)
a kind of sea cabbage,
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spurge, & many other flowers by the sea, includitsp Glacium luteum, (yellow-horned
poppy-) & on the rocks & everywhere is a handsooramositous flower which we 1st.
noticed before coming to Marseilles up the shotevben Ventimiglia & the Capo of
Bordighera is flat, the road with houses & shopsut»0-100 yds. from the beach & all
white dust - the railroad nearer the sea & theargel beach, with here & there very suddenly
& deeply shelving banks - rock a large coarse yelimestone or sandstone, with here &
there beds with little angular pieces of many kintleock cemented together - higher up
above the town is a coarse comglomerate, with bErypebbles, looking like artificial
concrete - The view towards France is beautifubuntains right away - towards S. Remo
un-interesting - above Bordighera & its palm & lemgardens, sloping terraced hills of fine
olives, & then higher & higher hills right away olives & pines, with villages here & there
perched about - and many boats on the sea - agbarinen hauling up their sieve nets now
& then, with red mullets, long red eels (?) sardi({®) &c &c villas building everywhere -
Mrs F's chapel is being enlarged & is not yet catea.

Friday Octr 4th

Morning as usual, only we bathed on the shore digsethis also a failure - very deep & the
Br stood a naked Apollo, ankle deep in water- kndfternoon a scramble up the hills behind
the house, the little tower, where we sat read &dted - it gets dark about 6.30 or 7 - sky
cloudy-

Figs still abound: grapes also to be had - jujubes grow here & some pomegranates | have
seen.

Our hostess delightful - we talk of many & deemys - & oh how we do laugh sometimes at
the pickle of the world, & the ideas men have ofi@othe ways & beliefs of Christians.

Saturday 5th

Found the right bathing place at last, just whbeettain emerges from the little tunnel under
the capo - a famous dressing place. Hidden frornahe of rocks - less deep water - here we
had a grand swimming lesson.

Afternoon made a sketch of palms from the rockhdythe valley where the little cemetery
is - had a moonlight walk after bidding Mrs F gomytht. | like the people - | always do like
the Italians - interesting & picturesque indeetbtuk at with their brown faces, luxuriant
hair, coloured skirts & handkerchiefs, & cottongles - their patois here is difficult to
comprehend: our Italian servants however talk Hrens gardener, an old Man, Giovanni, is
great fun - we sowed seeds in the morning & watéreth - or rather Giuseppe, a lad who
has been to school, & learnt some Italian & Fremth this - no rose to the watering pot, but
a spout ending thus, so that the water pours oS&etches. | hope the geranium cuttings |
brought will grow their leaves & tenderer parts &garbrown mass of cona  after eight
days compression in my slippers, but the stems ¢pekn & living-

Giuseppe is here to be improved - so | tell to walttis coat not his shirtsleeves: he brings
dessert spoons for the eggs &c but will learn @tirs Bianca, the maid, has been a little out
of her mind for some days, so | think, with theugbt of Sunday's coming festa, La
Madonna del Rosario, 1st S in October, when théidea procession "et la musique” - &

it will be "tres jolie" - & she lights up & smiles; looks inclined to trip about & sing.

Sunday October 6th

A nice bathe. Br. improving - Then H.C. in Mrs Fb&®m - the English Wesleyan maid
communicating also. Soon after 10 we entered theh&rch but Mass did not begin till about
11, by which time it was full - very picturesquemas, with all the coloured priest dresses &
uncovered heads of hair & barefooted children, &ltght streaming in thro' stained glass, &
decking out people & walls with flashes of brilltasolour - the BVM altar on the left was
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dressed out & a frightful mirage dangling a rosany, (SKETCH), with candles all round it,
& sham flowers, just within the chancel rail foetheople's devotion - for being the 1st S in
October it was the Feast of the Rosary - At laBegan - Mass at the altar of BV.M - all very
slow, & music very discordant - a sort of plainspsigng throu' the nose, without much
attention to unison of time or pitch, a soaringaampaniment of the barrel-ly organ, & at
intervals when they left off singing some operaiis, all of one kind, with the melody on
some clear high stop, & a very commonplace (insergical notation here) base- During the
prayers, epistle, preface & priest's solos genertile organist scrabbled cat-wise on the
notes - at first | thought he was trying to fine thote in wh. the not very musical officiant
was reciting, but then | was that as soon as hed@uhe took good care to lose it & try all
over again, or else play this sort of thing.

(more notation)- | remembered such a hideous rbut that was not all, for at the last few
bars of gloria, creed &c &c, all those who had beén singing in the Choir, wh. by the by
was seated in a semicircular gallery round the,apil altar in the middle, took a good
breath, & almost any note so that it was a high &screamed a sort of hurrah, hurrah -
&....Occasionally the highest tenor giving a sdroperatic flourish of (notation). The priest,
the Franciscan curé, had a nice face & seemedreeeyent indeed - & the people behaved
fairly well, & did not spit or talk more than usu@n old woman in front of me certainly
said lots of prayers, for she wasn't content whther "devotions during Mass", but said
many odds & ends for stray times also-

After the gospel the vicario preached a long serothe Rosary- horrible to hear
indeed - he told us how all - all - graces of tleed_were in Mary's hands - & if we only said
the Rosary, we should avert pestilence in our eggusicknesses in our homes, devils in the
house of death, destroy the enemies of the CathikaBl&c &c - as by the same means, ie
invocation of Mary & the Rosary, the Turks had obeen scattered & afterwards the
Albrigeuse"destrutti” - this awful rubbish was edd® an impassioned prayer to the Queen
of Heaven & Mother of Mercy, with eyes fixed & armstended towards the glittering dolls-

After dinner we went up again to see the Proces&m very much behind time of

arriving, men in nightshirts, some with scarletesg.c strips of gold braid, walking
lampposts, silver saints on poles, candles, boysad cassocks, banners, a crucifix &
properties innumerable - We went out & stood ingleezza till it came out - with the idol &
its' candles carried by 8 blue-clad men, with whités & blue sort of stick ups, rather a
pretty dress, & then the monk in cope with deacosu&deacon in lumel ?7? last of all - the
Bordighera brass band going before them - they wenid the town, & then finally arrived
at the base rocky promontory called the Capo, whneney people had assembled - there the
image was set down on a prepared table, incense, lauprayer said, & away they went
again to the Church - people genuflected as thedemarucifix, & again as the mirages
passed- It was a very pretty sight - but peopldifermost part & | am thankful to say the
men especially seemed indifferent to the Religioas of it.

Monday October 7th

A nice bathe, but water slightly rough, so Br. cswvim - he says he never will because he is
not like other people, being so heavy that the ma@desn't bear him up - at the same time he
is also so light that there is great danger obkisig carried out to sea, if he going in beyond
his thighs or on rougher days, beyond his kneesgkier level & firm the ground may be -
however the gendarmes & donkey carts which go byalthe cliffs admire the merman
among the rocks, & as they think it too cold tohea¢xcept in May, perhaps really believe it
can't be a human being.
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In the afternoon we went for A walk up a valleyan& mounting up the olive woods
by a steep paved mule-path, saw the village of Beftg, & Vallebuona, the latter A fine
village with grand church tower, piazza &c - thegkages are so picturesque quantities of
dark narrow streets, all grandly named, with nuralogr the doors, mostly mule or cattle
stables tho' it seems . Many arches & tunnels gss&c. Much darkness & more filth - the
Church all gaudiness of gold & blue & green & rethen we went straight into the valley
where a smelling & black bottomed stream feebly-rhare rocks & banks furnished
abundance of maiden-hair ferns, & we gathered sdg@ulled up roots to our hears'
content- Today we gathered much of the gracefaitaing prickly sarsaparilla, hellebore, a
kind of daphne (?), a kind of clematis (in seedjumn crocus, & many other flowers- We
walked back along the stream over rocks & boulti#énse regained the cart-road where we
had left it, & when it also ended, & so reached bdor tea - We talked on deep things,
laughed, & read "Hunting of the Snark" upstains2iB0, coming to the conclusion that all
the world was hunting one, nobody knows what, &apexactly knows how; let us hope
they will never find it, & give up the quest, ondling it to be a boojum faint away & start
afresh for something better-

It is the refuse of the oil-mills which makes thesountain streams so black- The
olives are many of them ripe now, black, bitter i§ dut they are very small, & most of
them seem to have maggots in them.

Tuesday Octr 8th

The long threatened break up of weather, or breakdd the cloud which had lately been
getting thicker, lower & darker, came today, & wadtorrents of rain throughout the day
with sharp gusts of wind accompg the storms, & sl peals or rather cracks of thunder
- however about 3 pm we went out for a stroll &ateed the rocks just above the cemetery
but we had to take refuge several times under singter garden walls, old palm branch
hedges, or olive tree trunks gave us & at last weeviairly driven home, along flooded paths
& watercourses overflowing in cascades, to readké&ah & write - | wasn't at all well, &
went to bed with poultices without & pills withiather earlier than usual.

Wednesday Octr 9th

Oh, what a morning, & what a reward for our dagis F sun extra bright & it seemed, lilac
mountains clear against the blue sky right away krance (Estella), & a green & blue sea
with grand waves breaking in quick succession erstiore, & making just the actual beach
hazy for miles with their spray - | never saw agbsea, so green & blue close by - the sand
only seems to affect some 10 yards or so of water did | ever see in England so short &
deep a trough between the crests of the wavesstwy to curl over, & great high ones too,
almost one upon another, it is delicious to seathkat curves of white foam on the pebbles
& then in a moment as the bubbles melt & the watshes down again, the white changes
into a bright blue, all along the wet sand. It wa@s rough of course to bathe, so we came
back from the pleasance of the shore to our niget ueakfast, ending with the sort of huge
bun, called panetone peculiar to these parts, &mgfigls of which we devour numbers daily -
they come in from the country, where to judge fraum Monday's experience up the valley,
they are still hanging on the trees in abundarnbey seem to sell here at the rate of about
10 or 12 a penny!

This morning Signor Ameglia, Mrs F's doctor can@rSan Remo to see me - he talked
French & Italian, seemed very pleasant & knowinigfdit | could thoroughly trust him - he
amused me much by saying so often that | needeaot-fout | hear that all Italians are much
alarmed at any iliness, | think they are goingitg dhile at the same time they do not care
for soothing remedies to pain, but bear theirghsiently & bravely - Dr A thinks it is the
way of the English to laugh at their pains.
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We dined at 1, & by 2 started walking for Ventinmgl it took us about an hour to reach it -
it was very hot, but the dust had been laid. \baautifully situated built all up steep cliffs &
hills & on a river down the course of which a gatehl of muddy yellow water was
flowing.- We found out the Cathedral built on thie ®f a temple to Juno, & is dedicated, of
course, to the new Queen of Heaven - it has ayp&ettid Gothic porch - the Canons were
just coming in to say some offices in their stallshe apse behind the altar - they spat much
- horrid - We sat on the wall of a little promenanerlooking the river & the coast away to
Bordighera, & sketched - walked about the streetdafag the cliff road under the fortress -
& then home again, reaching Villa Rosa about 610 We picked crocuses on the our way
back- The mountains had heavy clouds still hangimgut them here & there, but the clouds
gave us a more glorious sunset than we should mayevithout them - such a wonderful
orange.

Thursday Octr 10th

The sea calmer - so about 7 pm we bathed, but'l gehBr. below the pebbles & spray!
Water however quite shallow some way, & as safeaés could be. H.C. in Mrs Fanshawe's
room-

In the afternoon a walk along the tiring beacbuo bathing cove - we sat on the
rocks, sketching S Ampeglios chapel - he is theopagaint here- It began to rain about 5.30
& we were ///just in time to prevent a soaking. &pd went with Antonio Imperiale up the
steps, such as are used here in housebuildingathsif our perpendicular ladders, to see the
ceiling & roof of the apse, wh is at present albng - it has troubled the good man
somewhat - what the architect designed | can't noake but apparently they make no
working drawings - a rough sketch & that is allti& builders seem generally to get into
difficulties, miscalculate arches & the like trifle

There are apses (vella) in abundance in Italged nearly all the Churches have
them, but they have muddled this one - | can't dtalbut (SKETCH HERE) arches opening
from the east wall, 4 of them, meeting in a pointhe roof, while the east wall mainly goes
straight up to the ceiling which is flat - so tlia¢re are great holes as it were in the ceiling.
However now they will be arched in with wood - Wapke to get (sketch here) part of the
building ready by All Saints which was the origimglening day - the rest, i.e. the apse later,
& then must come some hangings on walls or pairdimgeiling- At present there is a very
well painted eye in a triangle (figure) of yelloight - painting here is good & very cheap,
tho' I don't know if the Bordighera artist can dgufe subjects.

This chapel is the private property of Mrs Fanshabuilt originally by her husband,
who intended to minister in it, to any who likeddomme. It is not the recognised English
Church - there is not one- Consequently Englishiorsthere are every winter who growl &
grumble - want a consecrated building, & a licengeest &c, & the Bp. of Gibraltar also
seems to seek to exercise authority here - whyher@fore | know not! | need no licence
here - If | recognise Bps it is the Bp. of Ventitrag must own- It is not English property, or
under our government. | am just as much a schismatiam one at all, when | minister
here, whether with or without the Bp. of Gibrakgsermission or knowledge- | rather hope a
so-called English church may be built, & that Mts Ikouse & chapel may some day become
a useful institution for invalids or anything elsshe wishes this chapel to be a Catholick
church at any rte, where the R.C. priest if he,willthe English clergyman or the Vaudois
pastor, may minister to their respective flockthéy can agree to do so without fighting &
tearing another, or rather reading Christ.

There is near here a Tempio Evangelico, Asilo dc&ola built by a Mrs Boyce &
served by a Vaudois pastor, - of a proselytisimglk& not successful or trusted by the
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people - the houses &c present however, agreedaegpee?? on the highroad between here
& Ventimiglia.

I must just set down some things | have omittedige- First at Paris Exhibition, a
wonderful machine for watering the grass amusethush - so: SKETCH.
at the end of the long hose, but another piece®sé liastened to it, & turning round easily at
the point of juncture - to this 2 legs with lardgt feet were attached, & a 3rd short foot a
little way down the hose - the water rushes thre'lose, spins the free part round, which
through a final rose scatters the spray in allafioms, & the feet make it stand upright &
walk round in a sort of circle - it looks a veryegu creature indeed - like a thin skeleton of
some antediluvian creature, or a "bandersnatcHfumainous snake, with legs, & foaming at
the mouth- Next one day, waking Br. in the morning solemnly said "that telegraph
business is a long business - 10,000 niches - tfaylsaid I, "here in the amphitheatre - |
have seen it"- it was so solemnly said - he laughadh, when fully awake. At the French
stations from Marseilles to Vintemille | noticecette sort of bells fastened to the walls - they
are German, & the hammer seems to strike the dorgetfor the train to depart. SKETCH.
Some of the streets, such as the Avenue de I'Gpétaris, & many large buildings were
lighted by electric light - it was very beautifuhlmost daylight - the gas was extinguished.

Friday Oct 11th No baths. Went up the hills behisdafter dinner & sketched & read -
clouds over the mountains, but a glorious sunseteler the sitting out after the rains
probably increase my rehumatic pains, and on

Saturday Octr 12th | could only dress with diffigu- however | toddled off with Br to the
bathing place, & he took my boots & trousers offrize, & in the water | could swim about
without a single ache. But after breakfast | becatifer & more utterly helpless, so |
resigned myself for the day to the tender nursintp® ladies, & Br. put on & changed my
linseed poultices often - | did not go out but &ll& read in the "Paradiso”, i.e. Mrs F's
delightful room upstairs, all the afternoon, witht kvater bottles at my back, & Br. moved
me whenever | needed it - he found me a fine hbaby. The sight of the women
hereabouts carrying huge loads on their heads whiakes one or two men even to lift,
might encourage one to bear burdens easily. Wherseas a woman with her baby in one
arm & a great basket full of fruit on her head, gress, figs & grapes with vine leaves, it is a
very pretty sight. SKETCH

Sunday Oct. 13th
The Br.bathed alone, & peformed astonishing feathe water - | stayed in bed rather late,
& got up much better - talking & hymn singing in 84F's room in the morning.

Giuseppe shewed me his school certificate of m&ritis geometrical drawings . he
had been in the 3rd and highest class of the R&xgiala Tecnica at S. Remo, & learnt
Italian, French, history, geography, Mathematigepfmetry, algebra &c), drawing,
architecture, natural science, &c, pretty fair; dwasting obtained 80 out of 120 marks in the
annual written & viva voce examination, had beemfipoted"- approved | suppose & feeling
his education was complete had left - he is 16wxewer if his father had had enough "soldi"
as their phrase goes, he would have gone to some adeanced abode of learning at
Genova - | just walked to the beach & back in thieraoon, & then read, knitted &c upstairs
- grand choral service after tea!

Monday 14th

A dull morning: but not sufficiently threatening poevent us with Mrs Walker starting in
Michele's trap, which had brought us to Bordigheran the Ventimiglia station, for San
Remo - about 9.45 or 10 - at 11.30 we were thene-&xtended views are neither very grand
nor very beautiful between B. & S. Remo: nevertbelie little bits all along are very pretty

Clarence Bicknell diary 1878-9 www.clarencebicknelirc 12



- now a turn in the road, with masses of ruggetbyebr blueish rock. perhaps being
guarried, with olives or pines up the hills far & myrtle, juniper & rosemary bushes
close by - now a peep down thro' the olives ablhe sea, with here & there a group of
palms standing out boldly against the waters. N@hady bit if road under the olives - one
passes the pretty little village of Ospedaletteselto the shore one has a charming view of
Bordighera & the little seaside chapel below thertp& the 1st sight of San Remo in its
quiet bay with its' many hotels & villas among thees, a few ships at anchor and the new
ranges of hills beyond & above it is striking- Atids morning the light over the sea, with
the bright clouds seeming to dip into the sea efdhn horizon, as one never or very rarely
sees in misty England, was all loveliness indeedw8 enjoyed our drive much- We spent
about 11/2 hr in S. Remo, we visited Dr. Amegli@harch, the streets of the old town,
walked on the jetty, &c &c- quantities of grass-ekdzostera marine) thrown up on the
beach all about here - but little seaweed, & ndlsh€he dresses seemed extra bright at S.
Remo - we saw a Capachin - 2 live in the town, Emtynmembers of the monastery there,
now dissolved - they beg off the English throughtbiet season- There were a few lovely
hotel gardens, English goods in the shops &c galteer | thought | should not like to be
there long - | missed the homeliness & simplicityBordighera, with its' views along the
coast by Mentone & Monaco &c-

We drove home again by 21/2 - then dined - readil&®gedtime- Thunder & lightening
close by in the afternoon - severe rain at nigiibrence seems to have been delayed- We
heard today of M. Dupanloup's death- Mrs F's chepgfogressing - we are waiting to speak
to the great artist Domenico Calore, who paintedetye on the ceiling of the old part to
know what higher flights he can take now - We wablove - & perhaps a figure of S.
Ampeglio, the patron S. of Bordighera, who prayadeoon a time & promised the people
rain for their olives in a time of dearth & troupten one of the walls-

Tuesday Octr. 15th

The Br. bathed alone: my lumbago not yet quite gtim@ the camphorated spirit seems to
have done it much good. | went out in the mornmmgde how the workmen were getting on
in the Church & to gather some sassaparata, langeed, clematis, myrtle &c &c for Mrs F's
flower vases- To my great delight - | found thaif2he geranium cuttings brought from
home were putting forth shoots-

After dinner we had a grand walk up the hills, alagway till we came to a summit from
which we could see many peaks & mountain rangesithlas well as the coast W. & the
blue sea south - We saw a few trees, with a aga{dketch) like mountain-ash, & clusters
of yellow & red fruit like little pears in shape thithe taste of very sweet juicy crabs. We
came across a few people engaged in the tedickisftasive picking-up, & 2 sportsmen,
looking after the few poor little birds that thenee - they must have a hard time of it in this
country. We saw them, linnets or yellow-hammersskde at S. Remo. We came across a
most curious looking insect, pinkish brown in calele walked about pretty fast and held
on lightly to everything, to avoid us, whom he sedno look at in a very knowing sort of
way with his odd-shaped head turned on one sidexbether he looked curiously or
beseechingly I couldn't make out- | only felt sheedidn't like us, nor own as for his lords -
he had wings but didn't seem able to fly - | thdugghcould jump from his doubled up
forelegs, locust like, but he wouldn't do that efthhere he is - but not very accurately
drawn, as he also objected to sitting for his "ectrtikeness" (SKETCH) The 2nd picture
represents him looking, as | say, either tenderkyanderingly at Br.

Much tea, much talk, & some of George Mcdonaldsii@a of a quiet neighbourhood”
which we are reading out loud together & enjoyitigsed the day.

Wednesday Octr 16th
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Bathed once more - a slight swell & water somevelater but very delicious. The sunrises
are beautiful with all the mountains clear, buhamur after some of them begin to cloud over
- I was busy in the morning talking to Imperial@abthe mortuary chamber under the new
part of the chapel, & also went to see the roofihthe apse which is nearly finished &
seems very satisfactory. | also drew the measurenf@nthe new Communion table- The
joinery from S. Remo was expected but did not cemigout 12 o'clock Signor Asdiciate the
(Englishman's) Banker arrived, & at one we hadxraggrand dinner, which he seemed
much to enjoy. Beer today, as he had never drunk wi his life. He seemed much at home
here, & no wonder - who would not? Italian manrartable are somewhat different to ours
- this reminds me that when my back was very bagised my plate by putting it at the top
of one of the fruit dishes, & consequently ate miilah a pig at its' trough: thus(sketch).

We gathered much from Sr. , lately made the Syofi®. Remo. He told us that the second
spring was now coming, after the autumn rains, & #oon the ground would be all green
again- & certainly everywhere the (crocuses???¢a@amgng up by the thousands, & the great
daisies are a beautiful sight when they are opéhaemorning sunshine. He told us of the
receipts of the Commune of S. Remo which in 12yéad risen from 12,000 to 194,000
francs and there is a duty on everything brougdiat ihe town, & from this their revenues are
derived. If we, of Bordighera, go to Ventimigliarfexample, & buy a fowl there, we should
have to pay a sou or two, at the Pazio Communalétle office of the douane, on re-
entering B - on either side of every place, one skeese ??7?7?0ffices,. S. Remo pays about
20,000 for its band to play during the season 4simweek - it supports 3 schools besides
the Lycée & Ginnasio and has 12 policemen, -iito& making a grand new road, 30 metres
(about 40 yds) broad - all rather it seemed a grgwi flourishing place with its population
of 13,000, largely increased in the winter-

After dinner | accompanied the Signor & Imperitddook at the 3 new houses for
Englishmen, which are just being finished abovethes;painting of the ceiling is for the most
part coarse & gaudy - In Mrs. Rose's villa gardgiples, oranges & peaches were lying
about on the ground rotting- In Mr Hamilton's vidkbse by there was a tree with hundreds
of peaches on it. In one of the houses we met gineli§ of Borda, with an English artist,
Mr.Croft, whereupon the two syndics talked away &ent home, leaving S. Asti to follow
presently & have some café noir before leavinghey4.20 train - he was a pleasant man, but
seems to do his business in the sleepy & lazyaltdtshion - of doing most other things-
After a little walk with Br. we read, talked &c asual.

Thursday, Octr.17th

Giovanni, the cure of a gardener is busy prepatiedawn ground for the grass sowing - he
is an odd fellow indeed, & crawls about, mooningpamthe cabbages grinning from ear to
ear & touching his great straw hat when one meets Here he is (Sketch) at the moment,
his boots on the path & not much to be seen buotgges of blue trousers & striped blue &
white shirt, & the odd sort of pick for working tiggound, & his bare feet half covered up in
mud.

A delicious bathe this morning & then we spentragltime watching 2 sets of fishermen pull
in their nets - they caught a lot of sardines, &éhare one or two small red mullets and flat
fish. I don't know any sight more (sketch)picturgsdghan these fishermen, some on shore
hauling in the nets, some in boats seeing thas aljht & it does not get caught in the rocks,
some watching & some angling from the rocks - @fieer of the Dagio was standing on
the shore & said a few words to me in Englishjriglme a few days of stormy weather &
S.W. wind were needed & then (I think) a calm,atcb many fish. Each of their nets caught
about enough sardines to fill a basket about Qirft.in diameter & 9 or 10 in. deep.-
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After dinner today, & the further refreshment détier from home, we went out
along the Corniche road eastward to a spot aboatid0from our house where there is a
beautiful group of palms close to the sea, at tittoln of some now broken down terraces &
uncultivated ground, but once evidently a vineyaidre we seated ourselves on a rock, with
shawl spread over it, sketched & talked &c - Fiastyorkman at a neighbouring house came
& chatted in French - of course he was a perfectlgman - every labourer one meets here
seems to be that - but he was well educated ®ah, think - for he spoke French pretty
fluently, said he knew some Latin - it was well @atholicks, he remarked, - & was fond of
drawing - | had not chosen quite the best viewhoeight nor the one usually adopted of the
English "did | not smoke?" - no, nor the other Miens? really” "That red house was the one
mentioned in Ruffine? book S. Antonio - had | ré& & so on, he watched me a while but
at last a whistle sounded & he was off to his wo8oon there came up another visitor - &
who was he? a little officer of the Douane - Coaatd men, we sd. call this kind - he & 4
others & a "capo" lived in a house together cloge they were not allowed to be married -
they watched the shore & had a boat at Ospedadsie the next station is - his pay was 2
fr. a day - his uniform dark blue & yellow - he hiaglen stationed there 4 years & done
nothing! He told me the officers of the Dazio wedratever the Commune likes - One meets
these Douane officers about everywhere - their agmee is military, rather than naval - |
think such a one as my friend wdn't do much onvtater - He had come from Florence - did
| know Leonardo's picture there &c &c? Oh, | hadrs€iesole, had 1? he seemed pleased - |
talked all I cd. to him, but it was little so astaff he went, with a pleasant bow, & taking off
of hat & smile - a nice fellow too-

We stayed here about 21/2 hrs not nearly long gméa finish a sketch, picked some
long sprays of sarsaparatta & other flowers & wdlkeme as the sun sat & it was darkish by
the time we arrived - arrived. | fear that Mr. Coene from S. Aenio, had waited a long time
to see us - & more than that, that Mrs W. had tachtof neuralgia - In consequence of this
we tea-ed alone, & talked quietly to Mrs. F in #wening, Mr W lying down in the adjoining
room.

The Carpenter came today & we explained all to hiva seemed a most polished &
agreeable fellow - the reredos &c is up & the ch#geks most chapel-like - we hear that the
top Bp. of Gibraltar has issued a pastoral, in ehsays that he cannot allow anyone to
preach more than once in a church in his so-cdliecese, without his license-.

Friday Octr 19th
Weather rough, no bathe - alas for the swimming, &s1we came to the conclusion today,
how much finer sight it is to see a really mantufie swimming 2 strokes in good form & in
a convenient position near shore & in clear waten any little Captain Boston doing his 20
or 30 miles just anyhow & right away from land imaaighish open sea - what is there indeed
in that? quantity not quality, that is all - Sonayd ago Mrs F. gave us a packet of chocolate
which Br takes car of in the drawer of his writitadple - but Trot the pet black & tan terrier
likes chocolate, & so when | happened to remembestres one day, on going to the
drawer, | found the packet opened & a good lot gamelever dog he must be, to open the
packet & break not bite the chocolate - | thinknas taken a good deal more since then, but
then who could scold such a dear little doggie,e&itle Br. ought to take better care of it,
seeing it is in his charge!!!-

In the afternoon we walked out & watched the seshihg up over the rocks beyond
S. Ambroglio - & then visited the Church - it wasttigng dark, & the quiet, the lamps, & the
presence of a few women praying, all seemed hetpfdévotion - | finished a pair of
woollen baby's boots & gave them to Imperiale tshguch a dear fellow.
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Saturday 19th October
The chapel was swept out today, all ready for sermbw when the altar comes.

We sketch on the seashore in the afternoon, &ged with Imperiale to go to S.
Romolo the next day, being the annual féte there so

Sunday Octr 20th

We were up before 6, had some café noir wh the @iadca made us & were at the B.
railway station a little after 6.30, Bianca haviprgmised to pray for us at the "grande
messe" as we sd. not be able to attend it - shmeskall excitement as usual, indeed in much
more festive spirit than we. Imperiale was waitiagus, having a little 'peur’ lest we sd. be
late & indeed it is difficult to tell the right timhere, as the Church clock is often 1/4 hr. fast
or slow - they set it apparently, or at any ratg the midday Angelus by the train, which
naturally enough is not always punctual on thig/veorning | believe it was 1/4 hr. slow of
the Roman time, & had we followed it we sd. haverblate. 2nd class tickets to S. Remo, a
lovely morning, sun just risen over the sea - 2gdat Italians in the train - one spoke a little
French to us. We went for a little promenade imSReme, & fell in with Domenico Calore,
our painter, who is coming to the church soonga#lemanly & agreeable fellow as ever
was - he was delighted to see, & assist us in eads &c. we all turned in to a small café, of
a cheap sort & had café au lait & rusks - the farmmdéumblers - 3 other tumblers of water
arrived, first - Calore sat with us & | chaffed habout one of his drawings on the ceiling of
our sitting room in Villa Rosa: there is a view lwitees on either side & hills in the distance,
nice enough - but in the water by the back ararythlike this (SK) about 1000 yards apart -
he laughed much & said no doubt it was a "fantéisie

The fruit market was very pretty - a good many warselling fungi of 2 or 3 kinds,
which seemed to command a good sale - some redidwenes looked delicious - perhaps
they were "Agaricus Deliciosus" but | am not suree-returned here after waiting awhile in
Mr. Vicario's (the grocer's shop) where we hadgsani & bought chocolate, & | said my
matins - returned to buy some splendid grapesisfstiape (sk), & some excellent apples -
Imperiale had invested in 3 long loaves of breadne raw ham, 2 kinds of sausage, a little
tongue, & cold duck (anitra) & a piece of cheessides 2 bottles of Barolo Pidemontese
wine - By Calore's advice we found a woman to agi@ter, & at 8 am off we started up
through the quaint old town on the hill with iteep, slippery, dark passage-streets, but
brighter than usual today with the Sunday dresgeomatoes & chestnuts everywhere -

There are many soapworks at S. Remo, & one segs sthich sell nothing else - it
is green, & piled up, bar upon bar. Women act atepohere - it is their supposed privilege -
& they consider it, | believe, as wrong to see amaing such work, as we might a woman
in England - If a ship comes in, men unload, & warnsarry the huge weights off - boxes,
sacks, pianos anything, however heavy - perhapgetter, with arms round one another's
waists & the burden on their heads, perhaps #inktour portress was a little aggrieved
because the Br. & | carried our own little blaclkglzd ???7?, in which was Bible, sketch book
& a few odds & ends -

On we went beyond the town & above the gleamirgsea roughly paved broad
walk between the olives till we got more up inte thills & pines took their place & the hills
were covered with myrtle, juniper, heather &cwds lovely there, the colour of the pine
woods clothing these hills is so rich & the shaddeday were so blue & purple - others
were going up - all en costume & fete & sometimesude with them - We talked much to
Imperiale - he has given up R.C.m - & belongs toahurch, as he says to Mrs. Fanshawe -
"the Church universal” - he was brought up in tbertry village near Lago Maggiore - &
from 4-9 was taught by the village Curé, but ordtholicism & such like, & how to read the
Latin of the Church services &, but not without erstanding a word - at 9 he left neither
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able to write nor sum - & worked in the fieldsrdily he became a soldier & served 12 years
fighting against the Austrians in the last war wWees band sergeant - he has 2 medals -

In the Army | think it was that he learnt to béleeral Xtian & respect all creeds - but
he has a large and good heart, & believes the goesgel truths while he detests as well as
grieves over the "liétieses" which are taught ewsgre still to the mass of the people - Of
course he does not go to Easter Communion, aslheowconfess to the Curé of B. whom
he admires for his charitable help to the poor,dmgs not like for his want of charity
towards those who differ - He told me how the frehen here when dividing their morning
gains, after the fish sale or auction, give whatver say 5 or 6 sous towards a fund for
keeping the féte of S. Ampeglio whom they constaimtvoke to aid them in their fishing -
but if for 2 or 3 weeks they catch nothing, thegibdo swear at the Saint in the most
horrible way, using all sorts of language which émngle said must be heard to be believed -
the women go much to Church still - the men arebeeg indifferent - they laugh at the
rubbish that is taught, & are weary of the thirfgsytcannot understand. When Imp. returned
not long ago to his native village, the Curé wiekgoing on teaching nothing = however
things are progressing everywhere at last - Impeduo hear the priest & his friends saying
it wd never do to help the people out of their igaree - or they would have no servants-

There is an annual conscription everywhere - eg€B0 years has to draw a number
- those are taken, if sound in health, beginninty wie lowest figure till the number required
is complete. There is quiet wailing & great rejagithat day among the unlucky & lucky -
The sailors are taken from all dwelling on the seast who have boats, shipping &c. the
term of military service is 3 years, unless thezenar - then they must remain -?7?

At length, about 10.15 or 10.30 we reached S. Rosiohapel a little chapel built up
against the rock, the projecting ledges above ltheavern where the hermit used to live
formed a sort of altar piece, painting on it & figg, while the nave is that part behind the
altar - it was very impressively managed, & pictaee & interesting - Most folk of course
stop here & say a prayer, or make a curtsey &e {dtier they do when they come in or go
out of the English chapel - it seems a nice redagnivhether they believe it or not, that God
is equally everywhere & "dwelleth not in templesdeavith hands", a truth which Xtians
still limit to times & places & sites, though S hioiv bears witness against them-

In a few minutes more we were at the place we Isougome of the people who had
gone up in their petticoats now opened their buis)ydleought out a grand skirt & dressed -

Such pretty colours we saw today - there was bid tparticularly noticed with a
blue apron, & a yellow pocket handkerchief hangingof one pocket in it, a red one out of
the other - skirts & bodices of dresses almost wveadifferent colour - but alas, Mrs W.
says the grand heads of black hair are false - hedteve it?

An old, now disused, monastic building, with chagt&and here, at the head of the
ravine, or rather on a plateau a little on one,dwiethe ravine continues some way further:
(we crossed it just below S. Romolo's chapel).aurded by chestnut trees - much fruit had
fallen, but many trees were still covered, & thesth their yellow & brown leaves enhanced
the brightness of the scene- Here is a grass si@drgards long by 60 wide, where games
were going on, ball throwing & catching, & in threé¢s, on the rocks & on every good and
shady spot were the holiday makers, some eatimge ®moking, some lighting their fires to
do so- Mules ties up to the trees - women or beiching great metal vessels of earthen
pitchers of water from the fountain, which ....aof aqueduct under the mule path, supplies S.
Remo with water, a great boon to them by the hoteshThe scene looked to be a great
gypsy encampment, only without tents or carts-ds\all as pretty as could be, every group a
study of form & colours - 3 priests (perhaps moeranthere) & from the ringing of bells
presently | suppose several masses were said,édidnot go, but offered our Eucharist &
made our Communion under the trees at the enceajriken sward, eating our good
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breakfast lunch, right hungry & thirsty we werew& heartily enjoyed the good things
which God had given us richly to enjoy- Our porsregd not eat much, but kept most of her
portion for a future occasion - carrying it & whag left back again, with the 2 francs we
gave up for her labour, & a little coloured pictangt of my bible.

The grass was damp after a heavy dew, & probaiglyt$rost, but we sat on the rush
baskets, spread our napkin, & viands & regalededues in style - Imperiale said there was
no "aglio" in the sausages, so we ate it, & treetdelieve him - | think there was some
imitation of it, then - About 11.30, the big churgéll rang for the elevation &c - no-one
moved. Imperiale says they never do now, nor saAtigelus - the midday one serves to the
workmen as a call to dinner, that is all-

Br. & I left Imperiale to find his friends - whilee set off to try & reach a summit
somewhere - on we clambered past all the folk uidingpine & chestnut, & holly too of
which there were beautiful bushes in the woodgjrsiaonce some time to throw at the
chestnuts & get enough to fill Br's baskets, sgtis$ desire to recall those days of boyhood,
when we all ate them raw with impunity & enjoymerin by crocuses & fungi in abundance
- on, stewing in the sun when it caught us theritg@gain under the shade of the fragrant
firs - on till we attained a ridge, from whence sav S. Remo far below, & mountains snow
streaked northwards- but there was one more pasztimmit - it seemed the last - so we
made a last effort, reached it, & were well rewdrd&/hy, there we were on the very point
we had seen right away at the head of the neaa#iet/\to Villa Rosa, & beyond to
Valebuona, & longed some day to reach & climb -oeald see the top of the tower among
the olives on the hill just above our home - & mamhyhe villages we knew so well by sight
& there was the glorious coast, the islands offeNieeming quite close, Monaco plain
enough, & range after range everywhere - all pugpldue - all lovely - & cloud sailing
about here & there over the sea below us, or sgpalp the valleys towards as if to bring us
news of friends left far away in the busy world-

We stayed some 3/4 hr. & then hurried back halsgen 3 hours absent - to find
Imperiale (en peur ‘'once more - soon we were afprayer in the Church, a bough off the
chestnut trees by it, a packing up of traps, & dyedto S. Romolo & the féte of S. Romolo
as the clergy think & make it, or the féte des @lgates as the many call it - & so they deem
it indeed, for all either gathered fruit or bransh& some had much on their mules, others a
little in their hands, others less still in theats - Alas, several men were drunk - people were
still coming up, but many were descending - A dehgl but shaky return, & there we were
at S. Remo again by 5 o'clock, had some real ledmrengaged a one horse trap to drive us
home, saw Dco Calore & wife & child once more, &sa@ack at Villa Rosa, with our
chestnuts, blackberries, fungi & few little floweramong them a geranium & a pink - by
6.30, to find a pleasant greeting as usual fromfaitinful friends in the Paradise, Bianca &
Giuseppe half wild with sympatheric delight - teady to refresh us - We had choral
evensong upstairs & went to bed very tired, buy ggateful for the pleasaant & never to be
forgotten day - the hills with the snow on them dfid more good, | think, than anything
except our friend's refreshing words, & the clingof heights spiritual, whither they so
often take us & guide us-

Monday Octr 21st

In the afternoon we walked along towards Ventinaigls far as the Vaudois Asylum, Temple
& School of the Mrs Boyce's, & then up the valleytbe right, but the road just beyond her
establishment, as far as Vallecrosia - a prettagd, with old tower by the edge of the river
bed. We crossed the stream on our return & camie ibathe old Roman road at the foot of
the hills.
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Tuesday, Octr. 22nd.

Magnificent storm about 5- 6 a.m. - brilliant ligining & torrents of rain - cleared by 6.30,
but | did not bathe.

Alas, on Monday we ate the big peach (i.e. Mrs W) &t dinner which had long been
carefully preserved on the top of the clock, with tvords painted on it "questa pesca sara la
ricompensa di Fra Frederico, quando puo nuotaiteVas getting over-ripe.

The English are arriving, we hear now of a siak l@ow of an invalid husband & so
on - & people begin to make enquiries about theises, chaplain's name &c - G & Bianca
ask when we shall say mass there? -

We walked to Rachel's well after dinner & sat oa leach for an hour, while | sketched the
palms again. Then we went on to find the sulphuwai®r spring - called "La Madonna del
Ruota" (?)sic, close to the railway - it runs slpwut at the bottom of the cliffs & is received
in 2 stone tanks whence it flows out to the siegastes very slightly of sulfur, is cold & not
unpleasant- Vine' brambles were hanging their brasover the little grotto, palms, lemons,
tomatoes, that tall bamboo-like rush & climbing gisiall about on either side & above in
little gardens at the foot of the cliff so>>>SKETCH

While there a little boy & girl came down the céifflay down, & seemed to have a good
drink. We climbed the path up the cliffs to thethigad & soon overtook our friend the
labourer, who left his companions & walked on mirigkly with us - We talked about the
R.C. church & English rites &c - he wished thdargy had permission to marry & bring up
families well - he thought confession helpful mupg men, that the priest might keep some
hold over them, but he seemed liberal & well diggb®wards all others - he said numbers
of men believed nothing now. He accompanied ustmdown, & shewed us the Curé's
lodging, but as he wasn't there he took us ints#ueisty, where he seemed quite at home,
lighted a candle, & bade me wait awhile, for thedwas in the Church - yes, singing a
litany along with a good number of women -

The vicario came in, said a few words, offered nseshuff box, which | accepted, taking
only a very small pinch & dropping most of thattbie floor - Then came the Curé in his
Franciscan habit, & | gave him 50 fr. for the pqmayt of the remainder of the alms collected
last season in Mrs F's chapel - he said it wouldds#ly spent in 2 days - for when the people
grew sick or old there was nothing for them - hd laely returned from Milan whither he
had taken a poor fellow to get a wooden leg -jthisney &c has cost 350 fr. - but all had
been paid, which Mrs F did not know, & she had ssted helping him. The Curé's face was
very sweet, tho' somewhat said. Lots of little i@gaffins (!) came & squatted down on the
floor, or low wooden step before the vestment chest noisy they were, till the Curé
hushed them by something about the Signor d'lreghelt-

Home, tea, reading &c - Mrs F & Mrs W assisted hgr8a had made up a wonderful sort of
throne in the Paradise by means of an umbrellariast above the windows, over which the
white curtains could hang & form a protection foyane ensconced in the armchair below
against mosquitoes, wh. worry me usually up therde evening considerably-

It as great fun - Bianca was called up to see hmwvever the flies seem able to get
in, but it was certainly an improvement.(Sketchyldyp Giuseppe & | were to have read some
more Bible together in Italian (the story of JoSeiplit he was too busy - he had never seen
the O.T. or N.T. in Italian or French or Greek bref& he seemed much surprised.

Wednesday Octr 23rd

Very rough this morning - the Br washed in a pudé&lé¢ after some little hesitation went in
at the usual place & lying down as a waved rollpdvas bowled over & tumbled about -
when this operation has been again repeated iem@asgh for me - gravel rushing up &
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down & rocks everywhere were more amusing thanl@guabut the sunrise, making the
limestone mountains pink was lovely indeed, & | dat regret the morning's walk -

Br wd. have swum this morning "only" it was too gbu- how many things we sd all do &
be, if it were not for those troublesome "onlyshey must be near relations of the "buts" - |
am sure.

Domenico Calore, & Signor Gastaldi the Chapel iecharrived after dinner, so |
went out & talked about painting &c. & then the g & 1 & Mrs W had a pleasant
spiritual chat with Mrs F in her room-

About 3.30 Br & | walked of to the seashore, &mggpWest about 150 yards sat down
& practised waves - with our watercolours - su@iaious sea - short deep troughs and high
acute angled crests, following close on one anpthéere & there caught by the strong
wind, & have their edges blown back in foam - iaine sight to see them coming on
towards the shore, as if feeling their irresistibtaver as well as their majestic beauty, their
lofty heads foaming & streaming as it were pantiyanger & partly in excusable pride -
Thank God, | did the best sketch | have ever yaedmywhere, in 2 hours or less - it has
given me fresh courage - We went home at 5.30t8optiin the garden some Swan Rr
Daisies, removing them from the
dear nursery of veronicas &c &c under the treethefchapel-

Some friends arrived in the Institution this afi@on - a lady & her 2 daughters,
named "Patrick”, scotch people, one of the girisozel writer in weak health - they are to
live in the bottom flat.

Thursday Octr 24th

| was up on Mrs F's balcony soon after 6.30, & madenall sketch of Bordighera by
sunrise, till the disk of the sun itself appeargdrahe Capo & blinded me too much to go on
- then | began one in the opposite direction, buiais soon time to prepare for H.C. wh we
had upstairs.

The Br had tubbed on the seashore- A quiet moroimtie balcony & a brilliant day it was,
it might have been the middle of summer, so cle®di& was it all - Much talk on deep
things - dinner - then Signor Tessitore, orgartishe@ Church & Band Master (& a cousin of
Mario's) came to pay us a call - | did my bestt& to him; it was easy enough to be a bad
third, when Mr. W. was in the room, she of coungeaks the language fluently, however
much she may pretend to get into straits - but bdmays actually between a very Scylla &
Charybdis - & getting shipwrecked between wordsi&ais. ???Mrs W left the room we got
into a tremendous muddle over metres, & kilome®esyiles English & mila Italian, & the
word milla, a thousand, & the word miglio a mile t&ed calculations in our heads, which
wd have puzzled us both even had we been quited@bilederstand one another - However,
Mrs W returned, & coffee came, we invited the Sigiwodinner next week, gave him Mr
Hodson's full score of "God save the Queen” forBbeldighera band, & then after about an
hour's chat he departed-

He had already, it seems, procured from Engldrelparts of the national anthem, &
arranged them for use here, & anyhow Mr H's wasetaborate for him & his small number
of instruments.

About 3 we went out & tried to sketch palms by teenetery valley - some of the
municipality - called on Mrs W., "as members of damily" they said as fellow citizens, to
request or advise them to take some shares inesngcfor improving B, likely to be very
profitable.

| called in the Hamiltons, at their house Pozzefdbefore tea-
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strange sea-creatures we ate the night beforée<ott starfish & seaweed, | think - with
long work like pieces, & other things covered weyes, or excrescences of some kind &c
&c SKETCH

We had also those large sort of chilis (Sk) buegrethey have not turned red in our garden
tho' elsewhere | see them in perfection-

It seems they turn hot after being pickled, gettimgre & more peppery, like uncontrolled
tempers or when crossed by the continual sourfessanstant companion-

Friday Oct 25th

Tremendous storms of rain & wind today- A young Estgdoctor called in the afternoon &
was detained by the rain - but when it cleared b, de left, & Br & | went down on the
beach - a ship had passed just before, very aholeed to the shore & when we caught sight
of her again she was just rounding the Capo, sbiaaeé to me to be in a perilous situation as
of being driven ashore, so we hurried on alongptitebles & ran a bit, & then seeing other
people coming running out to look, or startingiofthe same direction, we ran on all the
more, & hard work it was - when we reached the foibi@ barque was just passing the next
promontory & making for the bay of Ospedalitie ettt she finally anchored in somewhat
calmer water- lots of men were out, & one or motth welescopes - it was a glorious sea, a
deep blue green, with a streak or two orange wthereain had washed the cliff mud into the
water.

Saturday Octr 26th
On going out for a morning blow & to look at theasater the past night's continued storm,
we faced a strange sight awaiting us on the be@uahntities of logs of timber fir trunks
about 5 feet long, cast up on the shore, & manyenothe water still - they had been
washed away at Ventimiglia & the shore between&hikat was covered with them, besides
these were all kinds of other things carried dowmamfthe hills, & also from people's gardens
& houses - the large rushes called "canne” (if eaarzucchero), so much grown & used
here in abundance, with pieces of them used fachireg, palisading & by the million - bits
of wood, of all kinds, whole trees & branches arthwithout end, figs, apples, chestnuts,
tomatoes &c &c - men, women & children were coliegtwood everywhere - the timber
logs they might not have, of course, & 2 officefshee Dogana were going along to see that
none of them were carried off - but piles of othmrces were being heaped up everywhere -
After breakfast | went down again & tried for arulhdo sketch the scene. | seated myself on
a heap of largish boards & tree trunks along wawbkre the waves seemed to come, but
2ce | was nearly carried off, having to rush awagdenly - In vain did | try & try to
discover the colour of the sea, or represent a \@aveis reared up just before curling over &
breaking - Many boys, & grown up folk too camedohk over me were pleasant enough, tho'
| strongly advised them all the while not to wasteir time, but lay in quickly the good
stores for winter which had fortunately come tanthéhough to their neighbours loss -

At 2 1/4 Br. & | drove off together in a nice 2r8e carriage towards Mentone. We
were all to have gone to S. Remo, but the windtewastrong for Mrs W & then we found
the carriage cd not be countermanded for the htvagHeen taken from the omnibus,
whatever that meant.
We drove away at a grand pace & where the riverid®&/flowed down from Dolce Acqua
we saw the destruction the late rains had caukedses filled with mud, gardens half
washed away, here a wall down, there the cabbatgs $p, or the vines torn up - a sad
sight, the poor people looked so dirty & weary vath their days work: | don't think they
had rejoiced much over the harvest on the shore-s€enerey improved continually after
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beautiful lemon .////(torn page)down by the seaWwel/- rocky ravines right away into the
mountains above- We went on till at length we realch headland thence we could look
down on Mentone with the village A?grimaldi percladong the olives in front of us & the
park of Mt. Castilion(?) sk. right in front - suahview; here we dismounted, for 20 minutes
we said, & so did the driver, but he was absenughn hour. The sun & wind &c &c
prevented me from sketching, but | enjoyed it mubly far the best view | have yet seen -
Coming back we picked up the driver's sister whidgdher brother on the box & in the
sunlight - displayed here coil of false hair fr atm.?? it all seems, to perfection.

Sunday 27th October

My birthday, & how shall | describe the festa whiwd been prepared for me so kindly, so
skillfully, so magnificently & so silently- We wenipstairs at 8 after Matins & had H.C. &
then descended to breakfast as usual, but lo! &ldebn entering our room, oh what a
transformation had taken place! - There was a drigatvase with a branch of yucca
blossom, bunches of roses, & sprays of mimosa fidwe& 7 great bouquets of roses,
heliotrope, chrysanthemum, geranium &c &c, surratehdy Nespola (Japonica) leaves, all
facing my seat, & each with the name of the donatten on it, & a bundle of some good
wishes in an envelope besides - here they allrane Giovanni the gardener, Janetta the
cook, Bianca the maid, Mary the English girl, Implr & Giuseppe - Giovanni had picked a
guantity of lemons, hanging on the bough out ofdws garden & these were piles up in a
dish with a great yellow citron uppermost. But stggandest of all was my chair, with
branches of pine covered with cones tied on thessé&la sort of canopy of a creeper wh
grows luxuriantly here, across the top of all - ilseiddenly everybody appeared & wished
me a happy féte, as they called it, & Bianca, afrse, threw here arms about, & told me
with great glee, that that was all the breakfadayo flowers wd be sufficient- Indeed it was
all most lovely & | thanked all the dear peopleny heart, much better than by my words,
for having thought of & carried out this pretty seefor it seems that the day before all had
been working for it: running hither & thither totgéowers &c - Bianca had made up all the
bouquets, & right beautifully too - Everyone hadezed into it.-

However, they gave us breakfast as well, & ab&uUBd Mrs W, Bianca & we went
off to the High Mass - a longish affair - music sswnat better, but very quaint - We had
chairs - Mass with Deacon & subdeacon at the B\&iar, incense &c - no scrum just as the
priest was about to communicate, the organist kstupca most distracting & noisy air - & at
the end of all we had a kind of waltz, as if toteasus out of Church unless we might dance
there-

All then went shopping - yes, Sunday shopping! iHg¥ound the best confectioners
in the High Street, & seeing nothing in the windeve went wandering about elsewhere, but
cd see no other place more hopeful - & just thgm&i Testore met us, & said this was the
only place - not even the Marina boasted anotBerwe went in & ought 9 sous worth of
little rusks flavoured with aniseed - But we siished to try the Marina, & there we were
more successful for in a café window we saw glass\yith other biscuits & maccaroons, so
we spent a franc there, & then returned home withir@asures & why all this? we shall hear
soon.

After dinner Giuseppe took us to see "sa campaignarie of his father's little olive
& lemon gardens above the Campo Santo Valley. Wkeadabout in it, & then went on
farther by the stream towards Sasso - picking nmhudie, a kind of Michaelmas daisy (lilac)
&c &c. We were back soon after 5, rearranged tbedrs on the table, lit about a dozen
candles, piles up our cakes, & chocolate & choeatatams, & invited Janetta, Bianca & her
husband, Giuseppe & Govanni to come in & havetla htine - This was my party, they
jangled glasses &c & all seemed to enjoy it much-
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So ended this wonderful festa.

Monday Oct 28th

A Mr Stevens came to me at 10, a young fellow whdrpe to help with his mathematics -
we did some Algebra together for an hour - Therha@ Signor Tessitore to dinner - we had
to talk Italian all the time & it was fatiguing wior | looked out words in the dictionary, & in
great straits appealed to Mrs W. S.T. informedhas mo-one hardly in Italy cared about the
present religion, & people would gladly follow agseat teacher, were one to ???.After a
grand and very slow dinner, we went upstairs & $@the music. Signor T. playing us
several of his own marches &c & some of Handel's$h choruses at sight which he did
not seem to know. Br. and | then went out to lomkfssils in the Borghetto valley - the rain
washes down mud in strange fashion in a certaicepfrming most fantastic pinnacles &
caves, thus (SK) - bricks or tiles are made abtiteom - we saw a deal white & tawny owl
sitting perched up on a piece of rock in a cavé&ilopvery wise & more weird - (Sketch) on
seeing us it flew lazily away & about the placee @limbed up to the top & presently in the
rock came upon layers of fossils - bivalve marinells (pectew I think) by the million - we
only saw 4 kinds, all much alike, but | never sassils so thick- We had a glorious sunset &
walked home down the pine-covered sloped of ant@ieath, into the old Roman road.

Tuesday 29th

Bathed once more: sea calm - water shallow - rdteeh - beautiful clear sunrise - Sketched
on the balcony, & talked - In the middle came taé sews that Imperiale's wife had been
confined the night previous, that the child hadddi@s morning , & that she was very ill - we
were so grieved for him - his 1st child lived to4& died this or last year - then twins were
born & died directly - & now his wife has becomeayweelicate - it is all a great trial to him -
but he says "patience" & "courage" - he is devadelder, & they had both longed for a living
child.

We sent our "festa” & other flowers - tried therhanium after dinner - then Br & |
sat on the wall of S. Ampeglio & made a little site& then went off by 5 o'clock to the
cemetery to attend the funeral - but after waioghe time & chatting to the cemetery
keeper we left - on going up to the town we sawftimeral procession coming - a lot of boys
in odd white costumes, carrying unlighted candlasmall T - & 3 priests in clean surplices
& briettes???? also carrying candles - then £ lidtys last young rascals, carrying the coffin
shaped so, SK. apparently open at the top ongdfiVith flowers, the wood papered with
wallpaper, | think - they set it down on the stoeesry now & then - & chatted & laughed
alas - one of them was the young urchin who lorgvagrried me when we were out
sketching above the town - the clergy did not régaem or their pranks - it was a most odd
& untidy sort of procession - no mourners- We faléal some way, undecided what to do -
then Imperiale's partner came along, who told ugdstill in his house. So we settled not
to attend the burial & turned homeward, callingée the dear man in his trouble for a
moment & assure him we had thought much of him&tbhim as our brothers very much
indeed - he looked sad & anxious-

Wednesday Oct 30th

We walked up the olive hills in the afternoon & slteed & called on Imperiale.

Thursday Oct 31st

Prepared a blue linen super frontal for the Chapeimunion-table in the morning - walked
out to Rachel's well to draw in the afternoon & eamto practice chants & hymns. - In the
morning for the first time we saw Corsica, juseafunrise - | had no idea it would look so
high - at first | cd hardly believe my eyes - thalime of it is very beautiful - soon a slight
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mist seemed to rise from the sea, which gradualsered it up, though he horizon remained
perfectly clear & the sky looked as bright as evBr did chapel flowers at night.

Friday All SS. day

We had H.C. at 8 a.m. Mrs F was carried downs&at in an American folding chair - 2
ladies were there - the altar was bright with 2egasf flowers, & a floral T made by Bianca
from a bright orange creeper in the garden & seckegezanium leaves.

At 11 we had matins, a congregation of 16 - Mrs y@d the Harmonium excellently well,
thought she was very nervous & all went smoothly.

| heard from the Fr. that he wd. like me to stag/whole winter, if | approved of it. A
strange letter too from a gentleman in Paris, @gsttie price of apartments, servants, meat,
fowls, firing &c &c - which happily the good ladiesl. answer for me.

After dinner we strolled about in the olive-wo@dming across some giants, (just
above Casa Rossa on the Roman road) quite woitita the course runs thus SK. We
gradually found our way to the town & entered tharch just before the Magnificat in the
All SS. vespers - it was quite full - the seatsameed with women - men standing behind
while children of all sizes with small lighted cadesl or bits of thin tapers, & rolls of them
were playing about on the floor mostly seated wugs, making messes, fixing their candles
on the ground with a drop of grease, then in aleookscallop shell, then blowing them out,
perhaps quarrelling, & ??? again - a rare noisg iede - Bianca had mentioned this custom
as one of the great events of the festa & to gydtighting the dead" - It was a pretty sight -
lots of children also sitting with their mothersdhayhted candles.

Kilometres
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The daylight was shut out as far as possible btamsg over the windows. However it was
difficult to make believe that it was dark & funatgill the sun went down much later on -
All Souls vespers followed hard upon the joyful srghe officiant invisible now - the people
singing the Pss. & Antiphons heatrtily, if not welfowards the end more candles were
lighted, the Sacrament was enthroned, a barrieeptafront to veil it, & the vicaire
proceeded to the pulpit - a little white imp a aliesitting behind him. After a few words
about "angelic, archangeli, throne, postestai &ahé& vision of God, he went on to a subject
which he seemed more familiar with, purgatory, &xplaining how best to get souls out of
it, put me in & no mistake- He explained the udeakhing that a cleansing fire was
necessary for all who died with stains of sin, &&maot recognised among the saints, & that
sinners would then come out at last like gold frive furnace-
So far it seemed to speak of God's Love as the @oing Fire, but when he went on,
waxing warmer & warmer, to keep in harmony with $ubject =: & told us of the fires &
flames, & the agonies of the sufferers & the cagshildren there to their parents here to
help them out- and how sons were now beseechimgf#itieers, daughters their mothers &
would not his hearers have pity - & when all thsssaid in a most melancholy voice, to
excite & distress the feelings of the living, Itfelild & longed to exclaim that we ought all
to thank God that what the preacher said was-alliee bags then went round - Br. gave 2
sous & | nothing- After the sermon of which | héwait little owing to the noisy boys, who
were nearly lighting my trousers & coat tails jbshind me, a miserere was sung heartily to
a weird chant - then Tantum ergo followed by Beaotain & as the service ended, 'vi adoro
ogni monsanto' in Italian - it seems they singhtigerere in Italian & other things also-
Today many ///lwere singing, & praying too, hegrtiperhaps the thought of the dead
especially touches them all, but the greater nurebem 2 be there only for custom's sake,
tho' in a way they enjoyed it - & who would not?

In the evening we sang our Magnificat upstairhheoCh Miserere melody.

Saturday, Novr. 2nd. Mathematical lesson at Vikeéron - a stroll towards S. Remo after
dinner, then we sat awhile on the beach, whilet gketched the Bordighera bay, reading &c
upstairs - Mrs Imperiale getting better - we calilgito enquiry.

Sunday Nov 3rd Went down to bathe but was some tival@ng up my mind to undress -
fearing | sd. be unable to swim, but at lengthrsgeio big swells for a long time | ventured
in - swam 4 strokes & saw a large wave coming whigboided, & then scrambled out just
in time to escape the may & larger succeeded aviash wd. have tumbled me over &
perhaps against the rocks finally-

At 10.30 Mattins, sermon on S. Matt xxii. The pdeatf the Marriage Feast, & H.C. - about
30 people there - & in the afternoon at 3 about absimple, hearty & pleasant. Mrs W.
played, Miss Hamilton assisting her. After Evensbngshed off to find Br. who had gone to
see the Procession to the Cemetery, & reachedidizedlin the town just in time to see the
return - girls of mary, black Miseréricorda men,itghmen lampposts &c &c: we followed
them. T(here is a member of the Compagnia della&iricordia - the friends of the dead
call them if they wish, & present them with candiesarry to the church & part of the way
to the Campo Santo). SK. into the Church, & heaktiserere as on Friday, following by
grand Benediction. The Church crammed & the singielgghtful - a grand spectacle with
more candles than on Friday, & all the lamps, dregs as well, but there was little
attention. From Giuseppe our lad, | learn muchhefdeneral feeling in these matters among
the men - he goes to Mass on Sundays & to confeg€smmmunion once a year to please
his father, but he believes none of these doctrieonsiders that all the Church practices
have more to do with gathering money than helpiegnWhen we came home Bianca &
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Giuseppe upstairs sang us several airs for they.é Loreto, Tantum ergo &c &c- In the
evening Br. read us his diary.

Monday Nov 4th. Bathed before sunrise - water flmghcalmer - by 10.15, accompanied by
Giuseppe we were at the B. railway station - tBhhr. late- 3rd class tickets to Vintimiglia
- then on to Monaco - a lovely day- The previoug lad been a grant féte there, being the
feast of S. Carlo Bonomeo, their patron - the séreéthe old town & roads leading up to it
were lined with Venetian Masts, painted like barpeles, with flags flying, garlands across
them, & banners with rough pictures of innumeraalmts painted on them - also Chinese
lanterns & much bunting of course, everywhere i tive Charles iii" &c &c- & over the
door of the guard room, or barracks, was a longripgon declaring that the guard "joyeuse
et réconaissante"” thanked the Prince of Monacmfating to keep his feast, a "pontife bien-
aimeé" - who this Bp. was | don't know - we wandeabdut till we found a grand Mass was
going on at the Chief?? Church, down which theisoddvere drawn up, with arms
presented & thither after inspecting the gardenthbyhead of the promontory & watching
the firing of 2 guns in quick succession, we retarna the band was playing & the Mass
almost over, so waiting patiently we were rewartgdots of sights- First the Pontife bien-
aimé himself, with his purple train help up in styblessing the people with his purple-
gloved hand, & followed by various ecclesiasticb@ys in scarlet & lace - then soldiers &
the Prince, a coarse, ugly, brown man in gorgeaoifsun - then what | suppose were chief
members of his court or Municipality with black gosy curious white sort of sashes & hats
in black & silver of this shape. SK. They did loo#td- Monks & nuns, ecclesiastics, ladies &
gentlemen followed, & we all went back to the Parzfront of the Palace, where games
were to be held between 2 & 4, & where now theisoddexecuted a few simple movements-
The Prince headed off the band turned down onetstiee Bp. reappeared to go down
another, the band turned up again, &c &c - it wakke a theatre, the odd little processions
coming from here, there, & everywhere passing lydisappearing- and all this in the
bright sun with lovely pepper trees loaded withrtipenk fruit hear, geraniums, cactus (fico
de Spagna) aloes &c down the rocks- The lemons waakeyellow all about here-

Then we descended & walked slowly to the gardémgomte Carlo, where we had
some wine & biscuits at a Restaurant & then abdli dr 1.30 we entered the building
where the gaming tables are - Going up a flighidafly carpeted steps, & passed a reading
room with abundance of journals, all public, wesar@ed our cards in a little side office, &
told our nationality, or rather assented to theexirqueries made, & were furnished with
tickets of permission to enter available for ong.daiuseppe being under 21 was not
admitted - our names were entered in a huge ledgee walked into the gambling room, a
spacious & highly decorated saloon much fulleredgle than | had expected- seats, glasses,
&c round the room, & down the centre 3 tables Ytbwise for Roulette & one across at the
top for cards, so (sk) with a smaller side roomniipg out of this one, & a 3rd table in it for
Roulette - All the chairs round the tables weréf& many were standing behind & playing
occasionally - many more looking on-

The Roulette tables are arranged thus (SK)

They are covered with green cloth, & it is divideimarked above- down the centre are the
numbers of the roulette, u to 36 arranged in 12 ae8. On one side 3 sections marked
passe, i.e. above 18, pair that is an even nurgltiie 3rd with a diamond in the cloth to
signify "black” or the other "manque” i.e. lessrthalf, impair = uneven, & a red diamond,
"rouge” - In the centre of the table is the largelette board, facing each other are 3 men, 2
seated side by side to pay out money & rake ivimle the 3rd sits behind on a tall chair to
watch, & at either end of the table is another mvatching the play, seeing that all is fair &
assisting those near to receive their dues-

Clarence Bicknell diary 1878-9 www.clarencebicknelfrc 26



One in the centre twists the roulette round in @inection & in the opposite one sets the
marble flying- All the time people are staking tlmiag less than a 5 fr. piece - when the ball
falls in to one of the roulette partitions, "riea dlus" is called out, & almost immediately
also the 4 croupiers with their long rakes glanoemthe table & see what is theirs which
they sweep in with their rakes-
They then pay what is owing. Many people put oneitige of 6 squares (sk) so, to cover the
6, & if the number be one of those they win 5 tirtiesr stake. Sometimes 4 are covered,
sometimes 2 - | don't think | saw anybody ventureasingle number - then the "rouge” or
"noir" is popular - the passe, manque &c - & besities are also 2 sets of marks to represent
the 1st, 2nd & 3rd dozen of the 36 - in this césedlate is doubled - on the rouge et noir &c
of course the gambler received an amount = tothles | suppose there is some limit to the
stake, else a man could go on doubling every tins® &t last win a crown - but he might
have to stake much for it - e.g. suppose he begfarcrown on the red & was wrong 9
times running but right the 10th, he would have twaldy out

72 5

10

20

40

80

160 (pencilled annotation"this is all a mistakeEH 320

640

1280

2560

5115fr =£200 & more

& all this to gain 5 fr.

It was a ?? sight to watch the people, all withrtheoks, papers & pencils making
calculations, noting what number had last occu&ed & to see the piles of money, raked
about-
| watched one Englishman & his wife, who seemedilagorofessionals, & staked all over
the board every time - it was difficult to make dfuhey lost or won - Another lady who
looked pale, slow & very anxious seemed to losaw her seated at 2 tables, & just before
leaving the room she came up to a 3rd, & standpgut down a crown, won, left it, lost,
then lost again - then | left - it seemed as if steld not leave the room without just another,
& another & another try- There were perhaps a déaeies in all at the 4 tables, seated, but
many more came up quietly behind one quite agiti,down her gold piece every now &
then.

| could not understand the card table - they wdaiging almost entirely with gold &
notes there - 2 young Englishmen had piles of gefdre them, & seemed winning- One
very ugly & painted & worn out lady came up to drest& asked her if she wasn't going to
play pointing to a vacant seat. Certainly some 6 people looked worn & wretched to the
last degree - many more anxious or thoroughly riasslike, the rest indifferent - none
enjoying it - so seemed too terribly in earneste Tnoupiers laughed & joked most- It is
commonly said that there is an advertisement oaitsaying that suicide is forbidden on the
premises: this is not true,(P.S. | have met a Eadiner niece who assure me they both saw
this last winter or spring-) not every season theresually one case. By this gambling table
the large staff of officials is paid, the readilmgm supported, the band, the beautiful
gardens, everything - fétes are given, a largethéemabeing built- The Prince of the
Principality allows this, his income being deriviedm them, which he lets to someone for an
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enormous sum- The Prince's Motto, beneath hisafaaims is "Deo Juvante"!!! There are
no taxes at Monacoé&c.

We watched this hell for 3/4 hr. & them came aelihg | don't quite know how
except dazed & headachy & with impressions nevéeteffaced & | think also with
recollection of faces, not to be forgotten- 2 dades | think | must always remember-

The gardens are very beautiful- the views lovatyis the devil in the garden of
GOD- About 100 people must have been seated aaltes playing- It is very fascinating-
hundreds must get drawn in to play who entereddbms without the least intention of so
doing.

At 3 we went down to Monte Carlo station just bekhe gardens - at the book stall
were pamphlets in great variety on the art of pigyoulette &c &c - all of them done up in
paper so that they could not be read, & their se@etracted by casual loafers-

We enjoyed our journey back to Vintimiglia - timaih was late & the stoppages long
so we did not reach it till nearly 5 - Then we gtwalking at a god pace, seeing the remains
of what seems a small amphitheatre of the ancignbtNeura on the road, excavated about
2 years ago & reached "Home, sweet Home" by 164-tbred & hungry -

Tuesday A bathe & swim- A visitor in the morningaaval chaplain Mr French, invalided
from the Juno in China, & ordered by the admirédtyvinter in the South- A walk after some
gardening, (putting out geraniums, veronicas, dansg, salvias, ageratums &C &c) to the
brick fields near Mrs Boyes in search of fossilswbich we found several kinds- a much
larger variety than before up the Borghetto valley.

Wednesday Nov 6th

After dinner sketched on the shore by S. Ampediltapel, read Hinton, & called at the
Pension Anglaise, well situated above the Capaideithe old town wall - but just at
present it must be dull for Mr F with only 2 Gerrsan the house- Torrents of rain last night-
fires at home & carpets & rugs on the floor are nergoyable, for the mornings & evenings
are very chilly-

just at present it must be dull for Mr F with ol@yGermans in the house- Torrents of rain last
night- fires at home & carpets & rugs on the flaog most enjoyable, for the mornings &
evenings are very chilly-

Thursday Nov. 7

Mr French dined with us, & we took him for a walg the hills in the afternoon, to see the
view - we could not get as far as Sasso & came batke watercourse above the cemetery
valley, gathering Michaelmas Daisies, sarsapaaligellow oxalis &c for home-

Friday Nov 8th

By 10 o'clock we were off with Mrs W. for S. Rentyll & cold - but a pleasant drive- then
we went to the hairdressers where Br's hair wasinvgsn strange fashion; bought some
paper, stamps & drawing materials &c & saw the chuvery sweetly scented with delicious
incense- There large baskets of arbutus fruitlidmil scarlet, such a colour, in the market,
besides the usual applies, pears (& funghi of @lifBhe place seemed full of English - |
had told the driver to be ready with the trap irhanr which he mistook for one o'clock - so
we were kept waiting a prodigious time, but of cauit was really all my fault- It rained
coming back, & at Ospedalette we succumbed & hadhttod put up, | mean the carriage
closed. A pouring afternoon so we did not go oaiadjll 10pm, when we took a short
moonlight stroll on the shore - nearly full moofguds all gone.
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The English Bank opened in our house yesterdays@eds are coming up, lupins,
sweet peas &c, but not nearly all we sowed, & mklsome of them look queer, but how
could they flourish in such weather as this- ThedRof Jericho has many little green leaves
now - they seem to be mustard seeds in the stalkd,suppose this cannot be.

Saturday Nov 9th

A glorious day at last, such waves though rollimdgarm the rough open sea, tho' the wind
here had quite dropped - we enjoyed the fresh&ioan the beach before breakfast, &
watching the mules, as they were being laden vaitid sfor mortar | think - they did not
seem to like getting their feet wet as the foamestomes rushed up over them-

At 12.30 a goodly supply of provisions in a bagrieal by Giuseppe we started for Santa
Croce, a little white chapel on the top of theshiletween the Vallecrosia & the Nervia
valley, this on the furthest & steepest point f&ayards & the hill beyond the chapel ends
in a precipice - from our neighbouring hills it ksothus (SK)

We walked along the old Roman road, & turningapards Vallecrosia, presently
began mounting through the Olives, and climbinguigh myrtles, junipers &c & over
rocks- Every now & then coming to a few cultivatedaces, i.e. where a few vines o or
olives were flourishing.

After a while we found ourselves right above Valtesta & under the precipice, so we
passed round towards the Neuria valley side, &eryg gained the top, tho not till we had
made several mistakes by following what seemecktpabhs which dwindled away into
nothing, or led up to inaccessible cliffs- Brilliasunshine & an unclouded view rewarded
our 11/2 hr. labour - quick & hot work it had be@ime distant hills were lightly covered with
snow- The villages of Campo Rosso & Dolce Acqudahaone valley with Pigne in the
extreme distance, & of Vallecrosia, San Biagio &daoa, ending with Perinaldo gloriously
situated all along the hill blocking the valley seBg to face seaward were to be seen. We
enjoyed our meal greatly - then | made an attempkétch the view of mountains over
Campo Rosso, & also drew the little Chapel, whimds at the end of a little plateau
bordered with olives & a cypress or two, while @sses on either side form a sort of
portal to the plateau. At 1/4 to 5 we began to deddowards Neuria, sometimes losing our
path, & then going straight down the slippery congérate & through the prickly bushes,
thankful for the help the little stunted pines garge which bend over down the hills sides, as
if trying to hide their heads from mountain stomashing down their sides to be calmed into
peace & goodwill in he valleys- We passed througkry tick growth of myrtles & other
bushes, finer than any we had seen before, foume $@llebore in blossom, a little
Maidenhair fern &c - Nearing Neuria we saw whatagrdamage had been done by the recent
floods - we reached home about 6.

Sunday Nov 10th H.C. in the Chapel at 8 - not manyattins or Evensong: it was so cold -
| saw people looking wretched, & some went outl8&eard complaints about it afterwards- A
little walk on the shore in the afternoon &c &c-

Monday Novr. 11th

| heard yesterday that | was to stop here throwiinger. | feel the responsibility of the post- |
try & make people think- I try & give them somaetgisolid, rather than sentimental, to try &
make them believe not accept - to help a hundrealios not to grumble & gossip more than
can be helped- All this & much more is difficultieed.

Today we bathed again - water cold, but it wasgaaaenough- Rain came on in the
afternoon, when we were walking up Monte Nero, sawvned back & walked up the
orange grove in the Villa Lozeron & were home by &njoy a cheerful fire- But what lovely
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bits we came across on these hills - one gorgenglamto the Sasso Valley, with great tanks
of water one above the other for the lemon gardeits,some chestnuts & oaks & a great
arbutus close to them covered with scarlet friig- hills too covered with heather still in
bloom- The rounded rocks, so bare in places, bptessant to walk on are a curious feature
of them - with the olive or vine terraces wheresdathey can well be made.

Tuesday Novr. 12th- A lovely day- so we determiteedeach Sasso, & starting off directly
after dinner, went by what is called the High Rada&l,mule path of rough stones & muddy
puddles, which starts from the other side of thvent& goes along the top of the hill over the
cemetery valley- Sasso is beautiful till you geit toit stands exactly on the top of the ridge,
here very narrow, & looks down steep hills on aitkide with its high houses, built all one
into the other, as all the villages, it looks frafar off like a fortified place, or even a grim
castle- when you are there it's special charm#ateWe visited the little Church of course
more rubbishy?? than most of them, & smaller, fags® only has 100 people in it - & then
went on some way to a high rocky point, from whiah enjoyed the view- Oh how lovely
this country is - at first | was disappointed, litdeems to grow in beauty & | think
continually of the words "Blessed are the eyesdbkatthe things which ye see". These
mountain villages, where surely all the folk livied one family, so close are they to each
other, & where all are of one faith, and whereubey distance from other villages & the
situation on high hills only to be reached withdabmust tend to unite them all more
together - how picturesque they are. Coming backtasged awhile to sketch a little & when
we got up about 5 o'clock, looking over the seasaw the mountains of Corsica distinctly-
The olives were it up & the clouds hanging overhiils above Saborga because crimson &
purple, & the sky westward was of the tenderest plrading into blue- & so with our usual
bunch of wild flowers we came home- The daisieseurtide olives are so beautiful now
Sarsaparilla & Clematis nearly over, & the yelld@ofnpositons) ragwort - but rosemary &
arums are in perfection in the blue sort of daisyte hills, michaelmas daisies, a kind of
Squinning wort, a little yellow leguminous plant,agher common ones are abundant- There
are so many shrubs on the hills, myrtle, junipgsemary, lavender, a kind of daphne, a sort
of Phyllera, Salix(?) & several strongly scenteésralso a very prickly genista just now
beginning to put out it's leaves - perhaps it esghme as our ordinary greenhouse ones,
which is so useful for its bloom in winter & springut which has no prickles- Can it be that
the growth of this is so luxuriant that many braexlre arrested & become spines-

Wednesday Nov 13th
A pouring day, so we did not venture out till 4 p.mhen we went for the 2nd time, to try &
find the syndic - he was in the Communal Coundil, ha which our Cooper - friend, who
always seems determined to meet us at the nigknef tonducted us but the noble sindaco
seemed much engaged with 3 others - however, seend& my manifest confusion, and
indecision whether to go on or back, he rose &weht, gave him 50 fr. for the poor, made
much sow of politeness & departed-

Then | paid some visits on Mr Lowe )at Casa Rosdéat home - & on Canon & Mrs
Rolphe at Pozzoforte.
Thursday, Nov. 14th
Took the 12 o'clock train to S. Remo, or rathertthen that should have started then- but as
it is a single line, & all trains cross at Bordigaeone always has to wait, as the Genoa one is
sure to be behindhand- With one bag of provisioasatwnce set off walking along the road
back to Bordighera, till after some 1/2 mile wened up to the right, the high-road to Colla -
just now so many people are riding their mules ablmese hill paths, or else coming down
with them laden with olives from the terraces. @#are taken to the mills & crushed gratis -
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i.e. to say the quantity of oil they yield is retad in a skin &c, & the rest kept by the miller -
of this the stones are used for burning - to giveheat & keep a fire alight - we have some
scuttles full of them in the house, after they hlagen on the fire a while they get red hot, the
rest of the fruit is used in the manufacture ofpsou

Today some mules were ascending carrying leabieeys descending with wood -
we saw several bright - & pretty dresses, & reagi@gleasant salutation form nearly every
one - when near Colla at the summit of the ridgevben Ospedalette & S. Remo, we ate our
good food & then went on & saw the village-sitoatiovely - streets & houses less
picturesque than usual- There is a communal libnarg & pictures, usually visited on
account of the strangeness of their existencd at alich a locality, but we did not visit it, &
after resting a while, on the seat round a litlapel on the head of the Promontory, we
descended to Ospedalette & walked quickly back hd@eed with Dr. Goodchild at the
Grand Hotel- A pleasant German artist one of théyp&Ve played billiards ???7?,French
billiards. There are some curious old picturesim $alle-a-manger, once panels, now
framed- We gained much information about the neaginbood, climate &c. Home by
10p.m. to find some tea provided for us by good.\Ws

Friday Nov. 15th

The mistral blowing furiously & a grand sea- We stamtly go to the beach to watch the
waves, so utterly unlike our English ones - wea®that the biggest one does not occur
every 7th , as we say at home, or at least thetggpas seems to be true, but less frequently,
perhaps every 10th but in some considerably lotiger there is usually one enormous
fellow which runs up the shingle a log way- Thex@o tide here, but the sea is a great deal
higher in winter than in summer, they tell me, focks bare then one cannot now reach, and
there is a great different even now on stormy dalykeast along the straight reach between
Ba. Capo & Ventimiglia. In the afternoon we wertbitthe hills between the Borghetto &
Vallecrosia valleys, & walked on till we came tetabrupt almost precipitous end, &
noticed there is a good precipice above VallecroBe distant mountains were thickly
covered with snow. We saw 8 villages, Borghettd|ébaiona, Sasso & Seborca in & about
one valley, & Vallecrosia, San Biagio, Soldano &iRaldo in the other. The great precipice
above Vallecrosia is well seen from here, withlttikee white chapel of Sta. Croce & the
cypresses on the top, so (SK) | made a small skieteking seawards, but it was too cold to
stay long, so gathering lavender, myrtle & all thogvers we could find we descended &
called on Mrs. Rolf to give them to her.

Saturday Nov 16th

Another bad day - of rain - but we ventured outhi& afternoon, & went up the Borghetto
valley, along the bed of the river till we werehiginder Vallebuona, picking maidenhair &
some Hellebore which is abundant there, & begintoniglossom- It was great fun, but very
wet work crossing & recrossing the stream contiyyathich had a great deal of water in it,
often nearly covering even the recognised stepgioges- A few people were about, picking
up acorns or washing clothes - some woman seeiad) wé were seeking picked us some
ferns, & we had a little conversation, but she ted out in her patois, fast & furious, & |
could not follow- On reaching home | found our bluen altar superfrontal returned from
Mrs. Stephens at Villa Lozenor, whose party hadilkiembroidered it in crewel work &
very prettily too - thus - a pattern (SK) of dassiethe 3 on either side bowing to the centre
one. Flowers are coming out well in the garderBis® bouquets of roses, heliotrope &c &
the maidenhair were lovely.

Sunday Nov. 17th

The Chapel was nice & warm today. Some sugar wat by Imperiale before service, as
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there was some smell of bricks & mortar- We hadiadongregation, but only 3 men - they
are scarce here-

After an afternoon service we had a short walkhenshore, & watched - oh! such a
sunset from the Capo- called on Mr French at theside Anglaise, where a Mr & Lady
Harper were like himself bemoaning the weathery8nty to cure or at least say ? from their
infirmities - then home to a pleasant evening ahhysinging, &c tea & talk upstairs with the
company of Mrs Patrick & her daughters.

Monday Nov 18th
A wet day - some ladies from S. Remo to dinneenth walk up the little torrent beyond the
cemetery valley, where we found a luxuriant abucdasf maidenhair; oleanders were
growing in every corner between the rocks, & theeee lovely little gardens of palms &
lemons in terraces in sheltered spots, with hetke$e a chestnut tree; it's fruit all dropped,
it's foliage orange & yellow - Mr Garnier in hismantic account of the "motifs artistiques”
of Bordighera, in a little seaside-book just editgdVir Hamilton, speaks enthusiastically of
this torrent which he calls the Kephisia, furthédimg about the sourroundings of it "c'est la
Gréce &c"-

The name of the hill above S. Romolo wh. we aseénsl Monte Cassio-

Tuesday 19th

After dinner we took a trowel & small 3 prongedkp& slipped up the slimy hill behind
Casa Rossa, i.e. like the snail in the puzzlegeRdp & 1 down again, seeking a little empty
shed we had before noticed, where irises groweatgr profusion than anywhere else- We
filled a good-sized basket with roots, & slid doagmain- | believe they are those large purple
flags, common in our English gardens - We thertedianff for a walk along the beach
towards Ventimiglia- The timber which the flooddhzarried away some weeks ago &
thrown up all along the shore, is still there pilgnlin large heaps, some of them containing
200 logs, so that there  were containing thodsam all- We found a new flower a sort of
yellow creeping groundsel or cudweed, with almolstte/woolly stems & leaves- They show
everlasting almost of not quite the same as theobménich the funereal garlands are made,
we found on the Capo a few days ago- There were goaity bits on the shore, where the
canes were growing in muddy pools, (now yellow)wbere the tamarisk was flourishing-
We jumped one little stream, the Borghetto onessed the Vallecrosia river by mans of
stepping stones & piles by the railway arch, butensdtogether stopped by the Nervia, which
has indeed widened of late & is now a decent riVée-returned by the road staying a few
minutes to sketch an aloe that had bloomed this ¥ethen going up the Borghetto valley to
the Via Aurelia (which is now the name of the Romkaad) in order to look at some bottle-
gourds hanging on a tree in Mr Hamilton's gardea-only reached this just before dark.

Wednesday 20th November

Watched weather still - all clouds & rain & coldfer dinner, we did the donkey together or
at least by turns, filling the large washing tankwelean water- The dirty water runs out on
both sides & makes great pools under the olivesaliew lemons glowing there are said to
be very thankful for the soapsuds, it took abodtht/ to empty the tank, & then about 25
min. of fairly hard work to fill it. The water isfled in little troughs attached to chains, which
in passing over the top empty it all, no not qait€for a good deal drops back again though
the lower troughs catch some (SK) into a channplpg® feeding the tank- These wells all
about are very picturesque with their wheels, &lsy & the shed over them covered with
thatch perhaps, & anyhow with gourds of some kind.
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We then took a little walk to the Capo, & were ina@nused by meeting again an
energetic parson of considerable age, who hackearlthe day been tramping about our
with an umbrella in one hand, and an alpine stadke other, one of the foolish kind with a
piece of carved black horn at the top- We did eetlsim make any higher "ascension” than
the steps of our Chapel! The lady with short d&gmod boots looked also a pedestrian -
they are evidently not invalids & don't mind a raohay-

We dined at the Pension Anglaise, Mr French, Mra&ly Harper, the German
Captain & his wife, & Herr Schlosser being ther@j@ snug little party - dinner late, not till
7p.m. - a good table d'hote & agreeable vin ordénaf this country. Mr H. talked much of
the Holy Land & the Peninsula of Sinai, where hd baen sketching 2 winters, he seemed
deeply interested in Scripture, & a friend of D&tanley's- He gave the Br. a good deal of
information about various O.T. & N.T. sayings whiul journey had explained to him-
After dinner we had various tricks performed by @agptain - his card tricks were
wonderful-

Mr Schlosser made a stick stand on end, & a pduketkerchief on one corner by means of
electricity, he said, with which after some littleparture from the room to get changed in the
coooler air outside, he professed himself brimnangr- He is evidently not like the
machines which prefer a warm fire to a pouring rafrcourse his tricks were managed by a
piece of thin cotton or silk, but Mr Harper sai@tlthe performer had assured him it was
done by electricity & he did not himself know howewever it looked very weird &
"supernatural” & the acting was excellent- Br. &ére tied by ropes, a double rope attached
to each write, so (SK) & asked to free ourselveg gave it up. Captain F. tied himself to

me however & did so- We reached home about 10180 afpleasant evening with this
homely party - & Mrs W. had prepared a glorious 8 a cup of tea for us- It was a dreadful
night, pouring fast.

Thursday Novr. 21st

Weather a little better, so after dinner we wentauthe little ruined building beyond the
Torre dei Mostachini or Roman tower on the hillesked & read- | paid a call at Villetta
Hamilton coming back, & then returned & had a lahgt with Imperiale who came to sup
with us- He told me that coal is found near Savowa had French & Italian at tea, & the
adjourned upstairs where more conversation & la Iittusic finished the day. Mrs W. has a
rich & powerful contralto voice, real contralto,Was an accomplished singer in bygone
days, but for the last 10 years she has givehufpal Simon?? Reeves & others used to
admire her voice, & once she & her mother werdenthick of musical Society - | have sent
home for a few songs as here | can find nothingalhdss air from S. Paul that | know, & it
is becoming a little worn-out.

Friday Nov 22nd. This morning we bathed before kiiaest. Professor Grusardi from Turin
or Milan, but who is wintering at San Remo & venxaus to find pupils, came for the 2nd
time today to give Mrs. W. & me ltalian lessons. isl@ pleasant man & seems prepared to
let us have our own way which we much like- On Weddybegan by writing out a regular
verb of the 1st. conjugation on paper, chiamacewhich we objected as we knew it well -
but this time we had given one another the mostlpugsentences about ordinary affairs
containing all the difficulties of "Ella" & "Le" &¢ then he corrected; we have arranged to
pay him 4fr. for our hour's lesson, & his railwayd beside till he has found some more
pupils in Bordighera.

At 12 o'clock with our black bag stuffed with gotiungs to which Mrs. W. always sees, we
started for Seborga & reached it by the "high raadl' 3/4 hr - sharp walking - just before
arriving at the village we ate our food by a littleapel perched on a hill - then passing
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through Seborga we sat down on some rocks for andranore & sketched &c but it was
very cold. Monte Caggio & the snow-clad mountairegavcovered in clouds, & though there
was sunlight on the sea & a pretty yellow light oM®naco & France, we had none of it's
warmth with us. The view however was lovely- We wiaito the church on returning, &
then hurried home witnessing a brilliant sunsettnesl another route & at length found
ourselves in the Borghetto valley - it was almaatkd® about 1/4 to 6 when we arrived at
Villa Rosa.

Saturday Novr. 23rd

This morning the black cat, mother of cats, cawgbird, so as is it's wont it began calling
out with a sort of ow, o.....w (like ough in boudb} it's children to come & share the feast
with a bird in it's mouth it naturally cannot makeery melodious sound, but all the cats
here make different noises to the English oneselBPussy is a great thief, but thieves
generally for others, & it is always ready to shang bonne bouche with them - not so it's
white daughter, who is very beautiful, but alsoyvgreedy, & tries to take food away from
it's mother-

It is most interesting to see Mamma, however,giefyito enjoying any extra good
dish alone - the little white kitten, no. 3 in tb&t department, is as wild as a wild rabbit, &
prefers the coal hole to civilized society, whenacasionally merges with a black face to
scamper away & hide in the bushes.

We sat reading Hinton &c among the old olive tralesve Casa Rossa in the afternoon - Br.
arranged the flowers, roses &c &c in abundance-ayddyave Jeanetta the knitted & netted
red, white & black handkerchief | had made for &eralled on M. Lowe.

Sunday Nov. 24th
H.C. at 8 - 2???? ourselves- Mattins well attenddds. W. stayed with her mother who was
much grieved at the receipt of the news of Ladyhldy's death, who had been ....in her
mother's house, & been as a sister to her all timolife. The Br. went to the Parish Church,
for on Saturday evening the following bill had aexdl.

"Citta di Bordighera"
Concittadini!
La notizie del refundo attentato contro la vita B& reune accolta da Voi, come da tutti gli
Italiani, con un vivissimo sentimento di orrore.

Interpreti del vostro cuore, noi ci siamo fattilsati de esternare, con telegramma, a
Sua Maesta, i sensi della profonda indignazion&raps il grandi, ad un tempo per lo
scampato pericolo.

Concittadini!
Domenica, 24 corrente, ale ore 11 ant sara can&l@ Chiesa Parrochiale, per cure
dell'autorita Ecclesiastica, un selenno Te Deuntipgranziare Dio di aver fatta salva dal
pugnale assassino la vita dell'’Amatissimo nostrodRifeservata cosi I'ltalia da una
immensa sciagura.

Interverrano alla Sacra funzione il consiglio conmale, e le altre autorita locali.

Unitevi tutti al vostro Municipio per render alltlssimo le docute azione di grazie:
farete in tal modo prova eloguente che la Giunthdrainterputato i sentimenti del vostro
cure, e che indissolubile sono im vincoli d' affa¢tdi derozione che vi stringono al RE e all
Dinastia.

Viva il RE!

La quinta Municipale

Il sindico Giuseppe 7 Paina
Gli assessori (L. Novero
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(Carlo Rabassino
Pietro Muraglia
(Segretaria)

Bordighera
21 November 1878

We posted this up on the Chapel door, & beforerregg mattins | told the congregation |
hoped they would go to the Parish Church if thiegdi as there seemed to me no better way
of worshipping God than in joining in the joy ofraueighbours. We mentioned our thanks in
our general thanksgiving & also sang "Now thankaN@ur God" both at Mattins &
Evensong. In the afternoon we took a short walka&l much singing at night.

| wrote a letter in Italian to the Sindaco, Cagal(G.P. thanking him for his notice, &
telling how we English had rejoiced with them, &ww$hould we not, seeing,
notwithstanding our difference of tongue & manmweg,were all one in the Unity of the Life
of GOD.

Monday Novr. 25th

At 12 o'clock we took the train to Taggia, oneistabeyond S. Remo, & walking up the
valley about 1 1/4 miles ate our lunch under thneesljust before entering the town -
Luxuriant gardens of vines & oranges bordered ithex rwith mulberries, willows, sorba,
oak & other trees all bright yellow - on the oppesiill, beautifully situated, with 2 striking
Churches standing out against the sky, was CasteNgith a road which one could detect
by the little white shrines all along it, leadirgthe Chapel called Madonna di Lampedusa.
After enjoying our meal we saw a Church close hyausice building with some old altar
piece in Italian gilt frames, & carved wood workagconsiderable amount of good marbles,
but hideously decorated - outside in a buildingdated to the church, with a sort of loggia,
very pretty indeed was the "Scuola civica" & lotdoys were playing about, some of them
jumping down 2 walls of the olive terraces, & higfmiones too, in one jump, which | thought
"plucky”- A woman on the way into the town told @t Ruffini, the celebrated author of
"Doctor Antonia" was still alive, tho' his wife waead, & she kindly came out of her way to
shew us his house, No. 1 in the main street, a&ypsteet too with arcades for some way on
either side of with E pointed arches- After ding about a bit in the quaint old narrow
streets, we found our way down to the river & eueally to the long bridge crossing the
water & low lying gardens, often, no doubt, floodedvinter & spring time- The orange
trees were beautiful- While sitting here in the maunshine greatly delighting in a real
summer's day once more we settled to make our evthettempting white cypress-guarded
sanctuary far off on the hill, & so we walked loagath up the valley some way till right
underneath it, when we turned u a steep mule t@gkerhaps only footpath- After a while
we lost it & soon got into difficulties what witlocks & walls & crops - & a good deal of
time was wasted by us. However about 3.15 we rebith& a lovely spot it was too, a
pretty building with large portico & steps up tettoor, the whole white with blue & yellow
colouring here & there - an arch on either sidéilegon to a sort of terrace beyond, & in
front of the chapel a grand broad paved road vathessplendid ilex trees & a quantity of
cypresses - a lovely view of Taggia & the riverdvel& behind us, & then the quiet valley &
the sea, & in front the richly coloured hills, engiin mountains covered with snow- After
enjoying the view | went a bit down the grand r&asiat on the bank & made a little hurried
sketch- Then off we went down this to Castellaribe little white shrines proved to be
"Rosary" stations - Castellario with it's grand bigurch, wh. we just popped into for a
minutes, delighted us, & then down we went a slippebble path into the valley. We saw
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some blue campanulas, yellow antirrhinum, large bkr English garden kind, & plenty of
pinks today- A pretty pink convolvulus | found ifbbsom on the Capo on Sunday-

When we reached Taggia nearly losing our way endidwrk & dirty slums to get to the
main thoroughfare we settled to go & call on Ruffso we knocked at no. 1, sentin a card
& said that 2 Englishmen wd. be glad to see hirhgifvas disengaged- After some arranging
of his room, a lamp lighting, we were ushered anaarge square room on the 1st floor,
where our host was sitting in smoking cap, dregsgown & slippers by the fire reading the
paper - an old & grey benevolent & handsome man rebeived us cordially & told us he
had heard of Mrs Fanshawe, whose kind regards we lgan, saying we have come
expressly at her desire to see one who had domausb for the English & for the Italians. |
told him of our universal church, & of our desihat it should be used by the R.C. clergy-
He said it was long since he was in England & reedimost forgotten English, but really he
spoke beautifully - he is a native of Genoa, bubdlgh some political troubles had to fly &
he hid at Bordighera where he used only to go bnoight time, & all his knowledge of the
scenery &c, as he describes in Doctor Antonio vaasegl under these disadvantageous
circumstances. He told us that the people of Taggi® very kind to him, that he was now
very old & invalid- Also that just at present hesnander a cloud, as a beautiful & good
woman of the house, the mother of the girl who stmbws in, had killed herself by a knife, in
a fit of madness, only 10 days ago- When we rogmidie shook hands heatrtily, saying
"God bless you," sending greeting for Villa Rosayw&hing us many hearty goodbyes- We
hurried back in the dusk to the station, & theréeehfor our train some 1/2 hour - Home at
last, hungry & tired by 7.15-

Monks seem to abound about Taggia - we saw a Betireglia Franciscan & another in
white - and lots of clergy-

Green figs we eat still, & very good they are -always say "these really must be the last"
& still they turn up-

Tuesday Nov. 26th

Well, we shan't forget our nationality anyhow, fare is real English weather again - rain,
rain, rain. After dinner a stroll through the toas far as Villa Ruffini, where | called upon
Mrs Jopling, artist - then back, more calls, teading of Helen's Babies, & bed-
Wednesday Novr. 27th

Boots arrived, wonderful Italian boots - otherstderhave "suole e tacchi" A very wet day,
just clearing up sufficiently for us to have a walkthe beach in the afternoon, where we
stayed a long time watching the great waves, whicB. Ampeglio's chapel came farther up
than | had ever seen before.

Thursday Nov 28th

Wet again & worse than ever, but in the afternoensat under the shelter of some rocks &
read & sketched- This week we began reading HeRat¥es, & | also commencing working
a kettle-holder for Imperiale with his monogranthe centre- A "work of heart": that is all |
can say about it, for the design is weak & the aten worse- And now | have been told that
| don't do it rightly, & waste lots of wool becausstnish my stitches, one by one, however it
is true, & | must learn the right way, which isafurse the difficult one- but I give up my
wrong one with a struggle.

Friday Nov 29th

More rain: they say it is worse in England, if tbatany comfort, but | feel sorry for them,
for | know they have new fogs, & those sickly yallsuns, so low down in the sky, even
when they do shine a little once or twice a wedkemgas here there is no mistake about the
light & warmth when the clouds do come away - Letunjoy the clouds while we have
them, say |, for the days yet come, when shall lzatleng but blue & when we shall sigh for
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the infinitely varied gradations of greys & purplésyellows all day long, & the grand
spectacles of sunset night after night.

A clean up today in the afternoon - "Il tempo coama a raschiararse as prof. Grusard
has taught us to say. Our lessons with him are fisea we write letters or sentences, which
later we give one another, & he corrects them ; gesloes correct them indeed. Mine, at
least are blunders from beginning to end. We puzirteterribly poor man with our English
though not so much as he does us with his, & wigebdgins to give us sentences t turn into
Italian we generally go off into uncontrollablesfibf laughter - e.g. the other day be began
with "did you meet Mrs S. in the coffee house?"t"isn't it strange to see a lady there? &c
"& finally it turned out that a Countess & a Prissewvere chatting there & certainly this
would be odd in the dark, poky fusty caffés of Bgh#tra- Some of the Italian ways seem
very strange to me- The men all seem so brotheffiyefadly - the cat may look at the King
here | am sure- Clergy come from all ranks, diffccers in the military & naval service &c,

& all seem nature's gentlemen in pleasantness nhera& peacefulness of speech - but
where you come to talking you must take care wheatbe use the 3rd person singular or the
2nd plural in speaking to a person you are not a&juainted with- If someone, an Italian,
were to meet Profr. G in San Remo, he said, & rkriffaome state" instead of "Come sta"
i.e. how do you do, instead of "how does her lapgyNajesty, greatness, highness or
&c.....do", he wd. say "Sir, | have not the pleasof your acquaintance"- This reminds me of
an incident the other day | though perhaps | sdonger say "Come sta" to little Miss
Rosina on the beach, so | changed it to "Comeé, SRatsina?" whereupon a certain
companion with me, wishing to enquire after theeeklister for whom he had a soldo
burning a hole in his pocket said "Come state M#ta$ "how does little Mary "do",? He
meant to say?

Well, today we walked as far as the stream wh. codasvn the Vallecrosia valley - &

finding it swollen & impassable, we sat near thdgef yellow tamarisk, finished Dr.
Hinton's Life, & made an attempt to sketch theshilith the clouds resting on them - an
attempt indeed- Coming back | called at Villettantléon to see a dear old lady, a Miss
Phelps, who is there with a delicate niece, wBiteore nieces, Miss Browns lodge or keep
house together somewhere on the Capo.

Imperiale has been in bed some days - a mule héeadisg gave a start, & he heard a crack
in his own back & has since been unable to move wvkfie looks fairly well again - she is the
prettiest woman, as far as | know, in Bordighera.

Saturday Novr. 30th

A fine day at last. Br. bathed, but the sea wagaoogh for me- | went to order a carriage off
Michele to take us all to Mentone, but on returnifgund Mrs. W was prostrate with
neuralgia - alas, alas for her sake & her motlertshe has had a trying week of it, for Mrs.
F has been poorly, we visitors troublesome of aaugsshe has had also the daily anxiety of
ordering fresh puddings, & grand dinners generétliyladies from S. Remo who never came
on a/c of the weather- So we have been having@epel festa.

At 12 o'clock we went off toe S. Remo to get soneglitines & some other shopping- we
started walking back a little before 2, having &g S.R. in the sunshine, & the market
place beautiful as usual, & with plenty of medldresh-gathered oranges &c. We had gone
there, 2nd class with Captain Foster from the Pensi

As we sorrowfully heard afterwards the doctor toilch bad news today, that his lungs were
affected. The Br. chatted away in French to hirthetrain quite fluently, & |1 was vastly
pleased- Only a few slips, such as, that the had besoldier 7 hours ago meaning years &
so on- Well, when we reached the promontory orstimilder of which Colla stands - that
promontory which keeps off the mistral from S.Rt the view & the sunshine also - we
climbed up the rocks a bit - ate our luncheon, hiatg the green sea far below & then
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wandered about to find a suitable place for a $ketiere we stayed 1 1/2 hour till it was 1/4
to 3 & then started off home - presently it grewkd& the latter part of our walk was by
moon & starlight- We were delighted to find the eryehad left off wronging Mrs. W. & that
we could all spend a peaceful evening together ouework, Babies &c- The Br. makes
carpet fringe at a fine rate & the ladies beat I€ihinster, Brussels &c &c hollow, by their
pretty & comfortable mats & carpets- Their roontg tloors, the chapel, & the rooms of
their friends far & wide are furnished by the lab®of their hands-

Sunday Decr. 1st Advent

Sunday - & cloud-day too, but it cleared up. We hdzktter congregation that usual at 10.30.
After evening service | walked up to meet the Bnovhad been to Vespers at the Parish
Church, & then we called on the folk of the Penshoglaise, where we found much trouble
thro' increased ??. mr Harper was most agreeabddd&us his opinion of Mr. Whistler & his
pictures, also of the good that Ruskin had effebtetis writings - he had induced men to
study nature, & to search for truth & truth onlyr M. had been under one Master for 3
years, who never studies from nature, but madesfpictures of borrowed bits from others
he saw here & there. Then before lending themeadetkhibition came a day called the
Christening day when the Master & 3 pupils usesetitle what they sd. be called - if there
was snow & a fir-tree, it might be called "a viewthe Bernese Alps" - if blue sky & a lake,
"Among the Apennines" &c - Mr H. delighted me by mords, for he felt too we were now
seeking after truth in all professions, & wouldlonger be enslaved by names & traditions
of the past.

Monday Decr. 2nd

It was not a very fine day, but we had so longgitiMentone, that we settled to go, so about
10 Mrs W, Br. & | started in Michele's trap, & réae M. by 12. We went to the other end of
the town, & picnicked on the beach - it was cloifdyot cold - many gulls swimming on the
sea or flying about close to the shore- When yachighe French frontier by the bye, the
Douane officials examine the houses to know if theylicensed to pass - sometimes they
have to be measured &c! they seem more anxioud dfbem than the smugglers inside -
however of course we had nothing to declare - Mrd¢h&nh found out some friends at Villa
Belfield, one Dr Muler with his English wife - ha& a Pension & some pupils. Br. & |
walked about the streets, where there are some lgemth shops & plenty of Olive-wood
wares, Vallery china &c &c to tempt the strangesaw the churches & over the door of the
chief one a notice in Latin welcoming a new pasidhe town, (& in side women were
folding up those everlasting red & gold hangingsse things which made picture fast lovers
hate church festers in Italy & France so much) éntlup through the steep streets of the old
town to the dear little cemetery perched up wihcigpresses above all, & commanding a
lovely view- we came back by one of the torrentekemuch washing of clothes was being
done- did a little shopping & then took our cargagund to Dr Mullers & waited - - yes, &
waited, because the ladies were doing their shgpgibonnets & such like wh. all the world
will notice & comment upon can't be bought in arlgubDr Muller told us how to get up

Mont Bandin about the chamois in the mountains sohhnmore abundant than in
Switzerland & much else - gave us some deliciousewpurple & white salvia, roses &c

from his garden, & at last sent us off with pleaggeetings, we our newest mades?? & all,
to enjoy our drive back half in the twilight, hatf the half moonlight- And what about
Mentone itself? It is delightfully sheltered frorhwainds by it's great background & almost
semicircle of high mountains, & by it's Capo S. Mato the West & something else to the
East with Brodighera inthe far distance. It hasce beach of large pebbles - one good street
of shops & a fruit market, plenty of big plane<lifll French towen, (which try to imitate
Paris,) & villas with well stocked gardens everywéek lots of flower indeed these seemed
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to be, a treat for Englishmen on December 2nd.|@m®n gardens are said to be especially
fine - the scrambles inland beyond olive terracgide clad slopes must be infinitely varied,
& delightful indeed but - now for the buts - thdgls shut out the sun, & the place is soon in
the dusk of evening & the coast view either wayeasy tame & poor - so that | still say
Bordighera with it's sunsets, it's simplicity, fsiet, is the most agreeable place of all - if it
only had a few higher mountains behind, & a fesslelive terraces it wd. be perfect-
Mentone stands grandly, thus
(SKetch)
with the tower & fagade of the chief church crowgthe old town - a little old ruined fort at
the point between the Bays, & a few ships in thietguarbour.
As we passed Ventimiglia today we saw huge win&scasthe sea, which had just been
committed to the water by a ship - these were lattdone 2 the other, & were all being
pulled slowly to shore, & then detached one by-oman plunged in up to his waist or more
in the deep sea to seize a cask when it neareshtire & then pull it up the beach on rollers
&c.
(SK)
We reached Home soon after 6 - & | found | wadt&esleepy after the long drive in the
cool wind & the scrambling & sightseeing.
Tuesday, Nov 3rd
A short walk up the rocks of Monte Nero, till itdgen to rain - Sea by the capo today in
stripes of bright blue green, with blue-black, tme very light & bright, the other almost
black & yet looking so transparent.
Wednesday 4th Decr.
Miss Leache's came from S. Remo, one of them lmgnlger portfolio of sketches- She is a
good artist, though her foregrounds and indeedvti@e pictures are often too much worked
up with body colour to please me - Mr Croft, artigdw at Alessio, who has helped her much
& whom she has seen painting, gave up oils for maikurs, & mixes body colour in all his
points, giving Miss L. said an effect of richneswast like oil- R cannot say | like it - the
beautiful transparency of water colour is lost. $4is ws in Britanny all last summer, & said
that at one little village where a great "pardayearly held, all the people brought cow's
tails which were heaped up on the altar & blessbéy then took them home & if their cows
were ill, they were made to drink some of their adaihin water! At the "pardon”, there is
generally dancing, ending in dreadful drunkenn#ssy put apples into a cask, water on
them, let it ferment & drain away, filling up thetten mixture with fresh water - | think it is
at the same place that sick cows are also brooghiaitkk 3 times round the church- The
clergy were deploring the want of faith among teegie!- A short scramble up; the hills to
see the old olive trees again - & home.

Mrs F. a little better today, but still in bedptlloctor seems to think she has
rheumatic fever slightly-
Thursday Decr. 5th
After Dinner Imperiale took Mrs W. & oursleves teesSigr. Moreno's garden, one of the
sights of Bordighera, & very beautiful indeed itsyaot in very good order, but all the more
picturesque for its wildness- Such groups of pakaush bamboos, such mandarin orange &
so many flowers in blossom. They talk of continuihg new Via Aurelia to join the present
new bit of road over the shoulder of the Capo, éntla corner full of Sr. Moreno's best
palms will have to be sacrificed.

Coming back I had some little talk with Signor Asiale the Banker & then sketched
for a while in the garden.
Friday Decr. 6th
At 11 o'clock in a ‘one-hoss +slay' Mrs W. & ouvsd, with a goodly supply of food, started
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for Dolce Acqua; a pleasant drive in delicious $umes to the Nevia valley, a shaky jolting
drive up the valley as far as Campo Rosso, & themal& in single file along the clean sides
of the road to Dolce Acqua for the road was too toeallow of our being driven, or at least
with any comfort, for there were ruts a foot or mmdeep in abundance, & holes full of water,
or white sludge & slosh. When our trap met any ruads, there was such an excitement,
getting them out of these deep ruts, to enable theess safely- We reached Dolce Acqua by
1 o'clock - it is about 3 1/2 miles up this vallga lovely spot indeed- Looking back one
sees Sta. Croce, thus (SKETCH) & looking at thent@wvonderful bridge, the picturesque
village, a pretty church tower &c - with the impogiruins of the great Doria family palace
high above all on the rocks; a great strong mork&geping an eye on the little old town of
houses all huddled together, darker & dirtier thanal, indeed seeming to hold them in it's
paw, like a cat it's prey.(SKETCH)
No sooner had we entered the large sort of mudidy2p" by the river, & told our driver, (
nice fellow who it turned out had driven Mrs. F & Wém Genoa to Bordighera some years
ago - having long been a Genoese vetturino, buse/trade has pretty well come to an end
since the opening of the railway - & now he hasiesgtwvith a sick sister at Bordighera &
hopes to support her by his trap &c-) to go & bgyabottle of the white wine of the country.
Then we were surrounded by boys of all sizes & agbs stared at us as if we were wild
animals, nor were the men much better behavedhéyrdid the same at a few yards
distance - it was evident we were in for it - pregewe started, the lot of us, and some girls
as well as boys, for the ruins- but before reackiegn, we made a halt, whence there was a
good view up the valley, & sat down on the rockpihg to tire out our friends- Not a bit of
it - they all sat down & discussed us - presenttyate - this interested them much - a grown
up woman arrived & she stopped too & brought othatdast they began to be more
troublesome coming closer & demanding soldis &cpplly at this juncture, Trot began to
bark a good deal at them all, & when we said she avaattiva" dog & bit, they somewhat
trembled- Well, at length we explored the ruingh&n descended, the rabble getting more &
more impudent trying to bully the dog as well dsen$, & sometimes throwing dirt or stones
We simply didn't dare make an example of anyanea-strange place, among a
notoriously rough & bigoted people whose wrath against foreigners generally & clergy in
particular has lately been stirred up by Mrs. Bolyaging sent a colporteur??? or evangelist
there, who by his tracts & preaching against thets&c infuriated the people greatly- | had
been told of this, & advised to go there in secatastume, which | did- Mrs W. & B. went
into the Church, & | trotted off to find a quietgale for a sketch, but this | cd. not do,
although at last | settled myself just outsidegh&ance to the town, on some stones by the
stream- but then finding | had carried off the psan bag & not the ones with my paper &c,
| went back & found the others, we had our horseip & started back, riding a little way
ourselves - after wh. Br. & | walked as far as @w@niche Road, Mrs W. riding- On our way
we opened the soapy white wine - a strange mixdtineuscatel & bad beer flavour - |
suppose it was the refuse, the best having bedretswhere; it was strong in flavour & in
alcohol, & tho' we tried it again at tea on ouuratwe had to throw by far the greater part of
it away- Our excursion on a glorious day too, wavébeen delightful but for the ill-
mannered children- Miss Rose told me she once areatpicnic there, & a man was paid to
keep the children off; but of course come they walllong as soldi & food are given them-
We gave them nothing, but a sou, not a crumb, leaying our empty wine bottle behind for
them to fight over.
Saturday, Decr. 7th
After diner, wh. was earlier then usual, we wen¥ita Ruffini & took Mrs Jopling out for a
scramble on the hills - she is a famous walker &nsed to enjoy our favourite points of view
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on the "Kephisia"- we men some very charming 'pa€est in their "campagne"” who seemed
pleased to see us, & spoke as only the Italiarspédak, with all possible grace & politeness-
| paid a few calls &c before tea-

Sunday Decr. 8th

Mostly wet- H.C. at 8.30 today - more men in thagr@gation at mattins & many new faces-
At 6.30 we went to the Pension A. to dine with Marpler - a pleasant party - Captain Voss
shewed me his decoration of the Iron T for actsratery done before Metz- There was a
great telling of anecdotes after dinner of the 8waian who threw his 2/6 into the plate at
his church door by mistake for 1d. & wanted it backchange at wh. the holder said there
was no taking anything of the Lord's treasury, money changing in this House, & the man
replied then | shall have the 1/2 crown laid uplegaven - no said the other, you won't find
more than 1d. to your account there. Then we hefitte 1/2 farthing which a Scotchman
asked an Irishman what cd its use be & he sai@# for the Scotchman to give to some
Charitable Institution & And also of a graspingnfear, who eagerly sought the situation of
churchwarden, or something of the kind in a chuvdien the one who had long filled it dies,
because he was told that the salary was 6d a eglkarrel of meal at Xtmas- On his
applying to the Rector at the time he was of cotokkthat he had been gulled, so he said
"well maybe | shan't get the meal out of you bugt taken care of the sixpence myself"-

A lady had arrived at the Pension, whom | kneMiss.....travelling with some
sisters- one of these had written to me some waggorm near Genoa, asking if there was
an early celebration of H.C. here every Sundayhaisprivilege would have much to do with
settling whether she wintered here or not. | hadied to this that we had it one S. early &
the next late, but that we might have to give esdarly one if the invalids, who were the
more numerous wished for a late one every Sundaythht | did not expect they wd. for
probably they wd. gladly give up this that otheiigim have their wishes attended to also,
even tho' such a fuss about "early & late" & then§muent impossibility for all to
communicate together in the Body of the Lord sonavabscured the Truth with respect to
that Sacrament.

Mrs F. had said at the time that my letter wdcbesidered a mad one & now, lo &
behold, here was the receiver of it & a persond kiaown long ago in London when | was
on the very deepest depths of the bondage of ttvaltic creeds & methods.

A lovely moonlight night, green stage - moonligiMr Schlosser & Dr. Goodchild
gave us some useful hints about Genoa, & we wanehabout 10 p.m. rejoicing in the
promise of fine weather on the morrow.

Monday Decr 9th

Up about 5 - Breakfast &c alas! for the noise &teug the house, as if a great event were
taking place! Off with our small black bags, greaats, & a rug by the 6.40 train, very
punctually - soon after passing S. Remo the sus, ®sheered us greatly for it was slightly
frosty- We had a pleasant sort of imitation coupé @lass carriage, divided from an ordinary
compartment by a wooden partition. But it was shagng it to ourselves- It turned out a
lovely day - Porto Maurizio was the 1st place ofcminterest, tho' somewhat disappointing
from the line, on account of the ugly Church & mangdern houses - soon after came Cervo
wonderfully situated on the hills with an imposicigurch- These churches everywhere stand
well & are great ornaments to the country they ldeksimple beauty of our old English
churches but one feels they would be thoroughlyobplace here - those great bell-towers
either in the Lombardic style so, (Sketch) or ¢teeltalian, so, (Sketch) the former of red
brick the latter painted & panelled & with brilliatiles very likely near the top, seem to fit in
well with he ruinous-looking houses or with thegiiti colours around.
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Alassio looked a lovely spot - a gently curviraybwith sands, & shallow blue
water- fine headland beyond, a little island hatfiée out to sea with a ruined tower o it, &
then the mountainous coast far far away & todag@lkered with snow - orange gardens with
well laden trees seemed abundant here & from thiamtteer on - Albenza was a picturesque
place, all towers.

(Sketch)
A number of lovely cattle were being driven to #tation.
Loano & Noli | liked much & beyond Savona, Varegseemed a beautiful place - from here
Genoa became clearer & clearer & the hills wereeoed with villas & churches - it seemed
one long town with an occasional station-
At last about 1.5, only 10 minutes late, we emerfgeah the last tunnel, near the lighthouse
& new mole? & saw the city & harbour as bright &loéful as could be-
We jumped out at the terminus & disappointed al¢hbs & light porters, by walking off at
once to the Hotel d'ltalia- we went a little too & first, not knowing that the entrance was
in a narrowish street behind, & not in the arealbang the quays - Not a very good room,
because looking into the sort of hall-court whefeumtain played, but full of grand arm
chairs, large & solid - We had eaten abundantlywa@age, so we started off at once, with
our Murray?? and turning out into the Piazza deukaata walked thro' the Via Nuovissima
& Via Nuova to get a first glimpse of the Genoeatapes & some knowledge of the chief
thoroughfares then to the Via Carlo Felise & oth® Duomo - the Churches do not open till
3, closing at 12 for the Sacristan's meal & siestaye went off to the Palazzo Rosso at
once, & saw the pictures, there were some finggitst & the well known S. Sebastian of
Guido Reno- but nothing that | cared about very mdte suites of rooms in all the palaces
we saw were very fine indeed- but it is difficudtdee the exterior the streets are so narrow-
This gallery closed at 3, so we returned to thén€aral, a beautiful structure in Italian
Gothic of white & black marble - | like these chibes beyond everywhere - there is a
richness with simplicity & repose about them tisatlelightful, & the colouring of the
interior, marbles, stones & painting when not toigltt, is delightful- | enjoyed this much-
The Canons were just beginning their Offices, aardydairly together & well. There is a
beautiful side chapel* on the left, with a carvedegn, of marble, the baldachins, carved
walls &

* containing S. J. B's relics (?)
statues with the lights burning &c, added much®sdolemnity of the place - there is
something indescribably beautiful in these Itakémrches, | do enjoy them after France- A
few fairly nice monuments, some frescoes, intargek in the choir, here the choir books,
said to be fine, we could not see, as the Hoummieddong - so we left & went to S.
Ambrosia - externally it is poor - but internaligh in painting & marble- Then we found our
way by some of the walks on the old walls, muclydiented as promenades & public
gardens, to S. Maria di Cargnario from the cupdhatach is one of the finest views of
Genoa. There was a terribly drunken man tryingtioup a carpet in the Church, & he
staggered off to the Sacristy tumbling about onway, & with difficulty genuflecting as he
passed the altar- The Sacristan came, opened tindedaling to the steps, & up we went it
was very cold on the top, but we made out thedatas &c with our maps & saw the sun
set- Many valleys converge to Genoa apparenthye&hill tops all round the city at varying
distances are crowned with forts - villas studdbentry as far as you can see, & the city
itself is built most irregularly- It is very beafuti indeed-
We came back through the streets going in & outighit & left, to lose ourselves & see as
much as possible. Many of the alleys are not muaa 6 feet wide, or so- Carriages drive
about in the most extraordinary places, where athehave expected not even a wheelbarrow
or a donkey. The seemed much business- Chestraging everywhere, & men with
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sugared ones on straws - plenty of new orangeb,leatves on the stalks, looking lovely -
lots of fried fish shops, & then the one streethef jewellers with some 2 dozen or so of little
shops full of the silver & gold filigree work foriwich Genoa is famous.

We went into a little church, where a great noissilnging in the gallery was going on - &
little acolytes chatting merrily to their friendgreat fun to see.

We dined at 5.30 a small party of 7 - & then sdllieit again for a look at the jewellery
lighted up, & the public gardens by moonlight Fwike quite tired with out long day & came
home to bed-

Tuesday, Decr. 10th

Up & out by about 1/4 to 8 & went to the Annunzjaagrand church all marble & painting
but too gaudy & with too much gilding on the roddut very finely proportioned- It certainly
strikes me that fewer people attend the churchasfitrmerly - a certain number of poor
men & women there my be hearing mass &c - & todi@ye were one or two women making
their confession & so preparing to communicate,tbaetupper classes & notably the
intelligent men of the middle class are not themer-do they seem any the worse for this
absence - judging from the good & earnest ?? nmeeet everywhere, who have quite given
up the R.C. belief-

After breakfast we went out to the Doria palacgdnel the Ry. Station - the puddles
were covered with ice - a keen brilliant morninge \dst went over the gardens which
overlook the harbour - in poor condition but havemgne nice bays, arbutus, junipers, ilex,
lemons, aloe &c a peacock walking about the madytaces- A fountain or two playing.
Some thousands of carnations in pots, some begjrtaibloom, & very fine ones they were-
There were so many cuttings & young plants of edtlg, that | quite thought the grounds
must be let to some florist, but | was told noeythvere kept up by the family for the sake of
the visitors &c, for they never come here now,liyias they do in the Panifili- Doria palace
in Rome- We then went over the palace, an irrequiéding externally & without any
architectural pretensions, but it has been spdiletthe destruction of a grand staircase into
the upper gardens, to make room for the public é#uen the railway- The decoration of
the ceiling under the gateway, & of the stairs §d@ above & of many of the rooms is very
beautiful - reminding me of the great Palazzo Telantua, & other palaces at Venice & the
N. Italian cities- Much of he decoration has beestared, & in placed over-coloured, but the
old designs are there, except in a few small roorhere were old chairs, a throne, & plenty
of curiosities in china & wood & pottery - & somi@é fireplaces. The guide hurried us
through talking incessantly & a Russian gentlemén was one of the party did not care
about the painting, so |, so | did not half seenévertheless | enjoyed it more than all else
except the Cathedral in Genoa & could have spemtshtwappily examining the ceilings &
loggia-

When we left we walked into the Via Balbi, & 1stxsthe Palazzo Reale; an abundance of
large rooms frightfully decorated in modern gildi&golouring, with floors as slippery as
ice, which | had the greatest difficulty in walkingon - The pictures here were hardly worth
seeing. So next we went to the Palazzo Durazza &eldla - with a fine court, colonnade &
flight of marble steps. The family were residingen& many of the rooms looked
comfortably furnished for everyday life- Here th@rere many Van Dykes, beautiful. The
Palazzo Bianco was undergoing repairs so we catlde®e it- The Palazzo della Universita
in the same street has a magnificent staircasegsgidt marble lions at the bottom, or rather
as it were rushing furiously down on either side(Sketch)

Above & beyond the open court, & high up, were sdaden orange trees, then modern
buildings, piled up one above another & blue sky-

We had now had more than enough of buildings, g i@eictures, & franc paying, so we
returned to the hotel, just to find out from thetpothe route to the Campo Santo as we
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wished to walk there, tho' cabs & buses everywherginually offered to take us there it is
evidently the place for a drive, & numbers of peogkit it daily-

But what about luncheon? Well, we managed so tihsested in 30c. worth of fried fish, of
3 kinds, including sardines & a kind of haddockapped up in paper - then a 15c. load- A
kilo of apples a 1d. worth of oranges, a kind aigtane, or large bun with raisins and fir
nuts in it abundantly, & lastly a little sweet gthtirnt almonds in white mortar - & off we
went out of the Porta Romana & down the valleyhef Bisogno, presently we enjoyed our
novel sort of meal & by 2 p.m. reached the cemet&ryreat quadrilateral with an arcade all
round, & in some parts an additional gallery bdhifNew ground has also been bought
lately, & already has many tombs in it - while abdkie Church which is in the centre of the
highest arcade & reached by a noble flight of stapsterraces & cypresses &c, & a few
large private tombs of some architectural preterssio

The open ground is reserved for the poor, thedepgnd on the person's circumstances
apparently a few francs only it may be but a vashiber have white marble crosses, thin &
of a simple kind, over the graves & very many oneam little lamps, like this.

Sketch

The rich are buried in vaults or in the shelvethefgalleries which are in all respects
arranged like the catacombs of Rome - about 8 tiestielves - a grave in there costs 18£-
the coffin is bricked in, then a slab of green Ge®marble & an inscription in white marble
in the centre - the floor is covered also with gratones, ranged across, 2 deep - thus making
these galleries at least 12 feet white immortejidemnts &c stand up against the walls, thus
leaving all the space down the galleries free fsitors-

In the open arcades looking out upon the crossredvgrounds with the great walks planted
with cypresses, are an immense number of costlplmémmbs, by the best Italian sculptors,
& very good some of them are- There were rathemaay figures of mothers & sons in
modern costume weeping over a father's bier dreatloor of his sepulchre &c- & only one
or two good things in coloured marbles - one wosdleere is no attempt to repeat the kind
of tombs which one sees in the churches of Veniddogence - there are a great many
catacomb galleries on either side of the ChapetsiQe roses were blooming freely against
the walls, & lizards in clusters lying about bagkin the Italian sunshine- The officials were
very pleasant & gave us much information- All fussrare over by 10 am.- then the public
is admitted - if a body arrives during the visitingurs, it is placed in a building on purpose,
but the service does not take place till all steaadhave departed. The day before we met in
the streets a funeral procession, not a churchlareg workman's society's funeral - 1st a
band playing a slow solemn march & a very touchredody it was- then the coffin covered
with black velvet & men carrying bouquets- Manyldated this & some took off their hats
as it passed- We noticed on the walls more thanrosition to the members of the
Societies of Mutual Help &c to attend a brotheusdral & very nice simple notices they
were- There were also a good many "invito sacrt¥§ bbout the city, concerning triduos &
such like-

Well, we walked back again, & found out the pretly church of S. Matteo, on a lovely
corner of old buildings, with sculptured doorways €a dear little striped church - well
worth a visit. We also saw? the similar Gothic duof S. Stephen standing up nobly on a
terrace above some steps at the end of the Vidi&iug

Then we visited the Molo Vecchio, saw a ship lagdinth goods & people, always a
touching sight- Also an English vessel go out abbar - & then by 5.30 we were back to
dinner - a good day's sightseeing certainly. Mamgopalaces than those | have just
mentioned have fine courts, or staircases pierestlhules &c & the Ducal Palace is a grand
building-
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After dinner we went to the P. Theatre, to heardveOpera of Aida: it was a benefit night
for the Baritone- A fairly nice house - very fuleveryone smoking again which made our
eyes sore- We had stalls wh. with the admissideticost 5 pence each- The scenery &
properties good - the orchestra better- The pldhefplay is good- The Baritone & Chief
Bass sang well: the former had a rich powerful @cithe Soprano a harsh screaming one but
she acted well in a very difficult part & did hezdt & was much applauded. The tenor hadn't
a bad voice tho' he was occasionally somewhat Bpbtg he was a ridiculous stick, & ugly

& ill-dressed too- the contralto who dressed wek&ed well too, had a fair voice . | like
some of the choruses much, & there are some fer@ceffects - the airs seemed poor- The
chief singers were called before the curtain 3 simtleast- The Opera was over by 11.30 &
we were glad to get out before the Ballet. The sadrthe opera is laid in Egypt & turns

upon the love of the King of Ethiopia's daughtbe Egyptian Princess's slave for the
Egyptian General of the forces, with whom the R¥gwis herself in love- The K. of Ethiopa
is taken prisoner in the war, & his daughter ithia difficult situation of having to decide
whether to give up her country or her lover- sinalfy induces the man to fly with her, but
they are discovered - the Princess will save hiheifvill renounce Aida & marry her - but
this he refuses to do- he is condemned to deathebgriests of Isis, as a Traditore & is
immured in a dungeon to be starved to death belewemple courts - here Aida has secretly
found here way resolved to die with him & here looat 10 minutes she died, the stupid
tenor kneeling down behind her prostrate form &aapptly digging his 2 elbows into her
stomach, looking uglier & hotter than ever-

There was an exciting scene when the man was béaalgoy the priests behind the scenes;
while the Princess is in front listening & too latgshing to save him- In an accompanied
music his name is 3ce called out & an accusationgit against him - then a silence, a
rumbling, a shout of traditore from the prieststh& girl in front breaks out into some wild &
touching strains - she did this well-

We enjoyed it much.

Wednesday Decr. 11th

Up early, a dull cheerless morning. Off in the obus to the station - 2nd class tickets to
Savona- Snow began to fall soon, and we sat wrappéa our great coats & rug watching
the scudding wind making the very sea appear teeshitterly. By the time we reached
Savona, 9 am. nearly an inch of snow was on thengithe wind was blowing violently &
the sky was thick & dark grey no sign of cleariftpwever we did not like to give up our
plans, so we enquired the road to the Sanctuali® S8gnora de Misericordia, & set off
thither, the wind & snow blowing dead in our fag@th blinding fury- People seemed
amused when we told them our destination, askiagdbte- The weather got worse &
worse; here & there the road was swept as cleaar& &és could be but elsewhere the drifts
were deep & we had to go well in. By about 10.30r@ached our place of pilgrimage: a
pretty but not very large church & close by on site a huge building of conventional
aspect- an institution for poor men, women & clelgrto the no. of 240 , who are supported
by the alms of the faithful at the shrine, the vehplace arose from the B.V.M. having
appeared 2ce, it is said, to someone in the 14ttuge on March 18th & April 8th, which
are now the great days of pilgrimage.

The Church is much frescoed, the room being niterd is a kind of confessional, or chapel
under the choir - containing behind it's altar adidul figure by Bernini (?) covered with
jewels, including a great crown given by Pius vétihearts & necklaces all ablaze with
precious stones - lights burning in the chapel &hen we entered a funeral mass was just
ending, & then came the ceremony sung round thencefell & heartily-
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After a little strong coffee in a small caffé cldsg we came back, literally wading thro' the
snow- We hadn't gone far before we met 2 carabjmiégro when we had passed them by
some 50 yards stopped & shouted to us to do the®amn

We let them come up to us, & one of them, a tatidsame fellow asked where we were
going & whence we had come - "Dove sono" he begenhe spoke genteel-ly in the 3rd
person, | answered politely - he then requestesgéomy libretto or carta™. | thought he
meant passport, but shewed him my card - this digatisfy him, so | said we English never
needed papers in Italy, so the 2 put their heagisther & said it was all right, & away we
went much amused- On what a ???the Br. was foatiedfused to open his umbrella & the
shawl around him looked like a lamb's fleece, whikback hair & the under sides of the
hat's brim & indeed every available exposed coweess covered with snow-

We were back by about 1, & went to the Trattoridhef Albergo di Roma near the station &
had some very good minestra, costoletta & ome&f@maggio- & capital sweet &
pleasant vin ordinaire - & a nice waiter (?) Wersput our meal till 2.30 & then went to the
train - the "straordinario” weather, a thing unkmolwefore , still continued & my poor
umbrella was smashed at last & one or more ofibsshroken by the wind, on our way to
the station.

The sanctuary we had visited is like this.

SKETCH

At 3.8 we were off again, another nice coupé. Wiherticket-snipper saw we were for
Bordighera, he said he was anxious to find out revest a girl at school there - | offered to
do what | cd. to help him, & he said he wd. comekbagain - so in he came & sat between
us till be was obliged to get out & return at tind 8tation from Savona. He name Guelfi
Luigi - his occupation "Controllore Viaggre - Fevra Alta Italia-" his brother was a
"Colportore Evangelico" at Bologna, & a regulardtia too apparently, for he wrote
perpetually to Louis, with an abundance of textsa§ing you mustn't smoke, or go to the
café, or the osteria &c & but read your Bible, rgadr Bible always- He i.e. Giuseppe, the
Br. was much interested in an orphan child namebbtle& wanted her to write to him-
This Luigi was a most pleasant fellow & with a fabat looked as good as it certainly was
beautiful- He told me the old story about the Relturch & the men that he hadn't been to
Communion for 12 or 14 years - but he seemed tlghigun earnest & interested when |
tried to express to him in Italian my own convici$s he promised to come himself to
Bordighera during the winter, if he could. He hag day's holiday in the week - but it may
be on any day.

Snow, snow, snow all the way - right glad we wdterasitting so long with cold feet in our
well-soaked boots & socks to reach home pretty fuatly abut 7.10 to find Giuseppe on the
platform in high glee to prove himself right, asvis@s sure we de. return early-

Many happy greetings & narration of our travelsh&n to bed pretty well tired.

Thursday Decr. 12th

A fine day & a rough sea - we walked along the shadter dinner & then up the bed of the
stream in the cemetery valley to get Mrs Joplingedern roots, then right away over the
hills of Monte Nero, till we came to the ridge witerwe cd. see Colla & the villages on hills
beyond S. Remo- Here the fine big heath was growiagt luxuriantly & lots of arbutus, but
the latter was stunted- We came down the very dtaaks & rocks above the Madonna della
Ruota & walked home by the road-

Friday Decr. 13th

A nasty raw wet day. In the afternoon just walkedaa as Mrs. Boyce's & saw the
schoolmaster, his wife & child, also the Vaudoistear. A pleasant young man, with nice
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face & manner, speaking French fluently & well €Tthild of Bologna was well & had quite
lately written to Guelfi Giuseppe as well as hertimeo-

Dr Terry, an American dentist from S. Remo cameayofl | made an appointment with him
for next week.

Saturday Decr. 14th

Mr Hardy from the Hotel' d'Angleterre called in tti@rning _ & we had the Professor again-
SKETCH - a man brushing snow off the railway cayes at Savona station.

In the afternoon we called to see Mr. Schloss&urdis - he had some pretty bits, but nothing
finished.

Sunday Decr. 15th

A cold day - chapel rather empty. Dr. Goodchild eamlate dinner & Signor Tessitore, the
organist & Bandmaster of Bordighera, to play t&ysay some accompaniment for us- He
performed some brilliant operatic overtures & faig¢a on the Pianoforte for us, & Mrs. W.
& | sang.

The poor Signor is going off to Nice - he has reedihis coupé??? from the Municipio -
they think he cannot keep the men together, naeigoi@im & solid enough, but too easy &
too little of a master- He thinks the Ba. peoplaerest ‘cattivo'- that they say one thing to
your face & another behind your back- Certainlg tlmust be a poor position for a talented
man, such as | believe the Signor to he- Ther@mameople wanting music lessons, & the
church choir will never learn to sing in any befteshion- | tried to cheer him a bit, by
reminding him that a prophet had no honour in g country; & also by saying & hoped

he would hereafter be treated like Verdi, who wasar boy born near Vicenza & wrote 2
operas before he received any notice at all- ldsagrs received with a furore at Milan, &
then his previous works, & his fame & fortune warade.

Signor T. has also written opera’s - | don't knamwmany, ???? marches, mazurkas & such
like innumerable & his style is very Verdi-ish.

Monday Decr. 16th

A fine day so we took one more walk up the hillsAzen the Borghetto & Vallecrosia
valleys, picked some beautiful arbutus & other gueens, besides about the last of the
Globularia wh. the frost has nearly killed & called Mr. Rolph, whose "festa" it happened
to be - she had received a present from their oéepef a large bough with 27 oranges on it,
coming in most opportunity on her birthday.

Tuesday Decree. 17th

A wet day - we picked branches of oranges in thidegafor the Br. to take home, &
Giuseppe brought us a lovely basket of lemons fnscampagna-

We are hoping to sing some Christmas Carols, ithvMrs Hamilton & Mr Hardy have
promised to help-

| went out today with my new red cotton umbrellaels a beauty, bought the day before for
61/2 frs. of a man who comes from S. Remo to Bdrelig 2ce. a week- | hope it will prove
as useful as itis lovely. I called on the MissifAp] in their nice but cold apartments on the
Capo, belonging to a Singor Corradi of Genoa. érttorning | read for the Br. all the rest of
his diary wh. we had not heard- & very good it widss cold caught on the pilgrimage day at
Savona, has been a very bad one, with sore thraae&t, which hot concoctions at night,
&c &c have not cured yet.- Being his last night, agreed to keep it well, so we brewed
some hot spiced wine, jangled glasses &c & didgmotiownstairs till past 10 o'clock.

Wednesday, Decr. 18th
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| went out before breakfast to order a carriageke us all to Ventimiglia to se the Br. off- |
spent 5 or 10 minutes on the shore, watching thgnifieent waves- A cold but brilliant day.
Received a beautiful Italian letter from Mr. Guglihich is here pasted in.

H.C. upstairs with Mrs. F. at 8.30. A disturbed mng of packing provisions &c &c-

About 12.10 as no trap seemed coming, Mrs. W & nivedf to Michele's to find out about

it- there were some horses harnessed in the s&llearriage out on the road - the main
(not Michele) said there was plenty of time & heulbget ready, but he came after us to the
gate saying one of the horses had hurt his lege &bn asked our other Genoese fellow who
was just by the Hotel d'Angleterre to take us. Bid &is carriage had not yet been cleaned
after a dirty drive to Dolce Aqua yesterday, butsaél 'never mind'. So he was ready at once
& off we went. We had not been long at Ventimigitation before the other man drove up
with Mr Birchoffsheim, the rich Jew Banker, who Hately built a large house for his
mother on the Strada Romana, & whom the people tddk upon as their great benefactor
& King - it is curious to see the Christians, whav/h so long persecuted the Jews, now
crnging at their feet - & it is interesting to fitlkde Jews returning good for evil, & being
more Xtian at heart than the Xtians - the old ssiitesns of the Pharisees seemed to have
been handed over to the Churches of Xtendom-

It was clear we had been told likes about the h&rsealas, these people have many virtues
but they also lie & cheat horribly & quarrel amahgmselves in a ridiculous way about
nothing.

Imperiale said the other day that if 2 people wadntego to a place, & one said '‘tomorrow' &
the other 'the day after’; they would spend 2 hegtgbbling in a most excited way over it-
Well, here at Ventimiglia we bid the dear Br. fasdw his luggage was not much examined
& there was no crowd in the waiting room, so he halie a pleasant journey on this lovely
day along the coats. Mrs. W. & | did not wait t@ ke train off - we walked to the mouth of
the Roya, to get the fine view of Ventimiglia & theat, & to enjoy the meeting of the rapid
stream with the foam of the waves wh. today camshing over the bank of shingle to the
fields & gardens-

We then drove home - | spent a little time by mfyskétching under the olives & went to
bed very sleepy - now | begin a new life - May Brehave a prosperous journey home - a
happy Xtmas & a new year - & may God bring us tbgetigain before very long - he has
been a most kind unselfish companion all these&ksv&months past.
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Bicknell diaries
Diary of winter in Italy 1878-79 Volume llI

Flowers of Bordighera
Those marked x appearing, others dying o. all winte

October.
X Arum o - Sea Spurge - scabious
x Sarsparilla - Sea Lavender - a Michaelmas daisy
Peppermint - Convolvulus - oMignonette
a kind of ragwort - a kind of Daphne
a sort of sage
a bushy purple labriate - very strong scent
x oGlobularia - (blue on hills)
Lavender
x 0 Rosemary Common Ling
Nov. x Hellebore - Storksbill
Dec. x Daisieso - white coniferous flower - kind o
x Small marygold - Several yellow compositowsiérs.
Jan Arbutus
x Violets 2 kinds variegated and white ones-

Feb x Paper narcissus a little yellow oxalis

. Common narcissus

. White periwinkle

. Blue, scarlet, 2 kinds of double anemone.
. Garlic

. Fumitory

. Celandine

X. Thistle with variegated leaves

Feb 20 x. A blue Boraginous flower.

X. Yellow leguminous shrub. Cytisus

X. Large kind of Thyme

x. Grape hyacinth

March - Narcissus incomparatalis (Saggia)
Scilla Italica

Ophyr fusca?

Echiusa (creeping)

Red tulips. Borghetto valley

Large Narcissus (like common one only very large)
Common daisies.

Spurge (2 kinds appearing)

March - Garlic abundant - Star of Bethlehem - Aagdio March 17th. Asphodel, Euphorbia
dendroidi?? & sea anenome &c.

13th - Blue Iris

Dog violets - large lilac

19th Lady tulip

White Iris (Taggia Diano Marina

Small pink anenomes

X X X X X X
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Anenome Hepatica (Mentone, Diano Marina, Sta. €roc
blue & white) Roya valley.

Ophrys (another kind)

Shrub malloe-

Coronilla

April 4th

Pink Silene

Scented Campion

Crimson Cistus

Pink rock cistus

Flax

2 kinds of campanula. Sort of wild pear on theksoof Roya cliffs.

Thursday Decr.19th
H.C. at 8.30 in Chapel. A wet day. Mrs W. calledtbe Genoese driver's sister, the last
house in Bordighera by the Duzio & stone quarrytenway to S. Remo. | went in to se Mrs
Jopling who was busy at work on 2 life size oilmaigs of Indian Rajahs grandly dressed
out with decorations & jewels- She has done themmfphotographs but is waiting for some
ornaments, dresses &c. to be able to make furtlogress. The are to be finished by next
Septr. & she is to receive 700 guineas for therhartmad sum for a young woman to earn in
one year-

At 5 o'clock Mr Hardy, Mrs Hamilton & daughter carto practice carols with us -
"Good Xtian men rejoice” The 1st Nowell", Earthiyehds &c" & "Little silver lamps" we
have chosen - Began to read "Daniel Deronadaharevening.
Friday Decr 20th. Rain still - In the afternoon Mk went out with me & showed me a
place by the cemetery valley where the paper reusigrows - one was nearly out - We
picked some splendid maidenhair, where we have aitenired it before, on the banks of a
little steep torrent close by, the bed of whicls¢ended with difficulty fearing to fall into the
deep holes full of water & getting much scratchedatght in the thickly overhanging
brambles.

More carol practice at 5 o'clock. | went to bedieathan usual. After a mustard foot-
tub, some tea & salvolatile &c. having a nasty cold
Saturday, 21st Decr. S. Thomas - H.C. at 8.30. éeat little better, so in the afternoon
Mrs. W. went out with me on the shore to see thgmfi@ent waves; the mistral was
blowing furiously, but we went along to the Capeajty enjoying the horses with their
flying manes, & then returned by the road. | caléilla Semeria. Cold worse again
tonight, &on
Sunday 22nd Decr. | felt very poorly. H.C. at 8.Bfttins as usual - | said a few words, but
felt unable to preach so we had evensong without@e in the afternoon.
Monday 23rd Decr. Up at 5.30. Much better - weafimer - to S. Remo, well muffled up . at
6.40 where Dr. Terry the American dentist met m®é&k me to his house, 5 Villa Bracco -
soon we had breakfast & then about 8.30 or 9 harbegerations on my teeth - he has
various appliances | never saw before: most oitsguments for cutting the bone in various
ways & preparing teeth for filing, are used by lggiastened to a machine which by the use
of a treadle, moved by the foot, makes them rotatie great velocity. The effect was better
than the noise which is most painful to sensitigevas of sound - | never was with such a
pleasant & as | sd. think ??? careful man befdretook 3 or 31/2 hours over my mouth &
then had not finished, but he could do no moredhgt& sent me away till New Year, with
however just a warning that | might have someeligithings owing to all the shock of bone
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cutting & filling. A prediction to be alas, fullyerified - However | started off in the sunshine
soon after 12, having missed the train home, & moynpsed walk up the hills holly-hunting
with Mr Hardy & when | got to Ospedalette | madermyp mind to ascend Monte Nero, so |
examined the probable route, & then turned up theblives - | found a violet in bloom, &
a large yellow mullein also- These sunny south&rpes, as | got higher up were beautiful
with great shrubs of rosemary in fullest blossonwi8en | had quite left all terraces, great
plants of heath & arbutus shrub became abundaetlakes had been much touched by frost
& snow - but there were still some in flower - &itlle scarlet fruit- Then followed a
scramble under the pines till | reached the toptheitrees were too thick for a view, tho' |
cd just catch a glimpse of Saborga, Monte Coggic &n my way up | had had a glorious
view of the coast Eastwards. The ridge of MonteoNgvery narrow near the top - a little
erection of pine poles with a ladder mounting titke platform above the surrounding trees
had at some time been erected there - it was n@nreit decay & could not be mounted,
except by monkeys or such like, so | proceeded tdWwame - there were a few curious
rocks of great size among the trees, one muchalgghinx which amused me. | fund by
chance one holly busy & carried it nearly all awdth me. | presently descended to the
Sasso Valley, & came back along the water coutsmgely enough meeting Mr Hardy at
the point where the high road to Sasso crossedathy-he had been with Alessio, our
gardener, & left him behind with a great bundlénolly at his back, to hurry home- | was
tired, hot & hungry, & glad enough to be back. aatl practice at 5 and in the evening
Imperiale came with his Fligelhorn & learnt the@isome of our carols; he promised to
come the next evening with some of the band lastern
Tuesday Dec 24th
After breakfast | began to see after the chapekwdmperiale with a man & boy arrived &
began to fasten up the magnificent palm branchegoMrs Rose had sent many from her
garden- Then | went off up the hills with Giusepgegturned laden with asparagus, juniper,
myrtle, Sarasparilla, brown oak leaves & other gthodgs while Alessio & another returned
from their hunt for long branches of ivy The ltads worked ‘con amore' at the walls &
screen, which Mrs W & | filled some tin cones wikhwers (SK.) & fastened them on the
screen. Never have | seen such colours at Xmas @méehe bottom gradine at the back of
the altar we had troughs filled with variegatednaaves, daisies & pink roses, behind 4
vases of roses, veronica, heliotrope, ageratum &cafd a cross of holly leaves & white
roses. The garden is full of roses, but the incessald & wet has kept everything else back-
When the chapel was quite finished with its 3iimgighs of holly, to make us all feel
"at home", fastened one above the altar, & onethereside of it on the angle of the screen. |
came in, & painted lots of Xmas cards, bust a dardpo(sic.), with a scroll of good wishes,
then took up one to Canon Rolph with a bough ofyhél returned to dinner. My teeth
began to ache a bit today. At 8 the singers arr&dmhperiale with his instrument & lanterns
- it was a lovely starlight night: we went into tharden & sand 2 carols for the Patricks -
then up to the Roman Rd. where we were let inéovilia Aurelia garden, by Mr Hamilton's
key. Mr Ross & daughters were delighted, openedvihdows, thanked us, & asked who we
were, for they are very short-sighted but we hdro# & left them in a state of wonderment,
as the shepherds were left by the 1st carol messenghen we sang for Milo Phelps, &
finally our whole selection at Pozzio -forte. Cari®olph & the Hamilton party were all
delighted, we were about an hour- & came home arbd. Shortly after 10 Mrs W. & | with
Giuseppe went off for the midnight mass; we hadtiell it began at 10.30 & was over just
after midnight, but we ought to have waited for dlokel bells which had been going
continually during the Novena before Xmas, to rimge more, for when we reached the
Piazza we found the doors of the Church shut, & arfew men & boys gathered round the
remains of the great bonfire wh. had been lightatiyen the evening, & wh. | was told,
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when the church doors were wide opened threw agdr& beautiful light right down the
building & onto the pries & his vestment at theaklt
We wandered about uncomfortably in the cold &$tpl1: then the door opened & we
took seats on one of the benches, & watched thérigyup of all the candles on every altar
& in all the chandeliers- There were a fair numbiewvomen, & perhaps 100 men, but no
crowd tho' | was told that last year the church ar@snmed - let us hope that next year it will
be emptier still, is all | can say, & that very adbe whole thing will be given up - It was a
Massa Cantata, the vicaire assisted by 3 boys,llgvgfow - music wretched - people
laughing & talking more than | had ever seen thefote. Imperiale had warned me that the
behaviour at the door on these occasions was scasddwas tired & had the toothache, &
so tried to get a few naps which | succeeded inglthrough the creed pretty well - after the
creed, a man appeared at the side curtain, tha@asffiwent up to him, was clothed in a red
cape, went back to the altar, took a bundle of#ftich | had before guessed to be the Xtmas
Bambino & holding it in his arms walked quickly &ding down to the sanctuary step,
attended by the boys with their candles & heldtbatdoll to be kissed - out rushed a lady
from her chair on the right to have the 1st kisth&n others, women & girls, a few men & a
boy or two; they all seemed to think it fun- Thetamt this began the organ & people struck
up to a very pretty melody the following hymn whittey kept singing all the time. Coppers
were thrown down on the floor by many. It was asgie scene- One said to oneself, is it so
that Christians 2000 years A.D. keep the Nati\btya service where no-one communicates
but a few superstitious people think it an act@fation to kiss a doll - horrible, horrible -
Bianca called it going to see "le bon Dieu” bormé&xt day she said she sd. go & kiss "le bon
Dieu" Mrs W. & | felt more than | care to write dovinere & were heartily thankful when the
mass was over, & we could worship Christ betterenrtde midnight stars - we were not
home till 1.30 a.m.
Per il SS. Natale

Fra l'orrido rigor di stagion cruda
Nascesti, 0 mio Gesu, nella capanna,
Non fra genti - ma fra glumenti,
In Betlemme ¢ il tuo natal,
Amabil Dio;
E questo fatto I'hai per amor mio,

Perche non ti servisti del mio seno,
Con diletto - ti forma il letto
Per qui farti riposar;
Dolce mio Sposo,
Perché sopra del fien prendi riposo?

Se tanto ti gusto l'albergo vile,
Perche di questo cor non ti fai stanza?
Bramo tanto - d'averti accanto,
E con te desio gioir,
Verace Amante,
E te bramo seguir sempre costante,

Se alor ti diletto la bianca neve,
Or t'offro it bel candor della mia fede;
S'eran belle - le pecorelle,
Or anch'io ti voglio dar

Freddisimo I'umano cor

Convien che struggasi a tant'ardor.
O popoli tutti, inchinatevi,
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Tutti prostratevi al Sommo Re,
E ditegli con tutto il cuor:
'Signor feriteci col vostro amor'.
Di gloria pegno ricchissimo,
Mistero altisimo, chi dir potra
Il giubilo che in questo di
Il vostro popolo per voi senti?
Le Grazie con noi vi rendano,
Con noi v'ossequino la terra e 'l Ciel
Vi lodino anche di piu
Vi benedicano, caro Gesu.
Voi Spiriti del Ciel santissimi,
Ubbidientissimi al gran Signor,
Volatene dal Ciel quaggiu,
E corteggiatene il buon Gesu.
Rendetegli per noi le grazie
D'un ineffabile si gran favor;
Con cantici in lieto suon
Per noi offritgli il cor in don.
Or apransi del Ciel empireo
Le porte; chiudansi quelle d'orror;
Gioscano nostr'alme e cuor,
E riveriscano il Redentor.
Spariscano omai le tenebre
D'averno, e fremino gil abitator;
Risplendano sul nostro suol
| raggi fulgidi d'un si bel Sol.

Christmas Day

H.C. at 8.30 about a dozen there - Chapel loolirgly - hearty matins & another H.C. at

10.30. Evensong without sermon at 3 pm. Then &dadih Canon Rolph & Mr Lowe, & at

the Pension Anglaise, where | was just in timedanvited by Captin & Mme Voss along

with the others who were calling into the salle-aager to see their Xtmas Trees which they

had prepared the day before and were now preiitydd up - we enjoyed it much - had a

cup of tea & a pleasant chat with the kind Captaimp enquired most tenderly after the Br..
| came back to dinner - Mrs & the Misses Pagidking with us - beef, roast beef

& turkey & then a flaming plum pudding & mince pié¥e chatted, looked at Xtmas cards

&c upstairs afterwards but my toothache was muctsea& Mrs W. had neuralgia

beginning, so we were not at our best & glad totgéted - Mrs F's room looks lovely with

holy & ivy & oak &c, & 2 great palm branches oveaslowing her couch & making such

glorious shadows at night on walls & ceiling.

(Sketch "The Sphinx": see Dec 23rd)

Thursday Decr. 26th

H.C. at 8.30. Then a day of misery. Mrs W. lyingtba sofa, bad with neuralgia, & me in an

armchair 1/2 wild with tooth & jaw ache - gettingrge as the day went on. | did not go out -

Mrs F. unkown to me despatched Imperiale to S. Rientlee evening to tell Dr. Terry, who

replied he would come the next morning & on

Friday Decr. 27th

At 8 o'clock he arrived having waited about whekadw not, but in pelting rain, since 6.40

when the train had come- It was good of him - laggily my pains had nearly vanished
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away in the night. Leaving only a sore jaw, & alifeg of weariness after yesterday. He
painted the gums with iodine, advised ice if thenpaturned, & if there seemed much
inflammation the application of a pretty little bafyginger & capsicums, this size (SK) wh.
he had made, the muslin & hot contents to be exgum. The India rubber side next the
cheek- | gave him some breakfast, & soon he stavedking back - & | went to Chapel at
8.30 for H.C. Mrs W. better today.
Saturday 28th December
All better. Mrs W. & | went out & paid calls in trefternoon, & | hunted again for paper-
narcissus, but still it was not out.
Sunday 29th. Nothing to relate.
Monday 30th Mr French came to luncheon, & therokthim to the brick-fields & fossil-
ground.
Decr. 31st Tuesday.
After luncheon I called on the Misses Aplins, as&&orradi & took 2 of them for a walk to
Rachel's well & the Madonna de Ruota & sulphurrggsi- a cloudy day, but sea a wonderful
blue near the shore. About 10 pm the band with mafgeas new Band Master protem: came
& played in front of the hall door; acccompaniedébgmall crowd - We saluted one another
with "buon capo d'anno”, "buon principio e buorefaianno” &c &c & all seemed happy &
pleased. Then the men walked off up to Pozzofertere we heard the applause &
salutations- It is delightful that such a smallgglas Ba should be able to manage a band of
any kind, and this one promises to do well.

The music did not end here for at 12.30 as | wizg)] still awake in bed, having sat
up to see the New Year in, it began again & pladgedome 1/2 hr under the Countess'
windows close by.

Jany.1st 1879

The year broke in dull grey clouds - but bettebégin so & end brightly & the day was a
pleasant omen indeed, for it grew brighter & sunageit wore away, and in the afternoon it
was simply delicious- We had H.C. at 8.30 in they@H, & Prs, Sermon & H.C. at 10.30.
But before all this | had a bathe, a pleasant batlee more, about a hundred yards off the
railway crossing near, when Rosina was ready wpdgngoalm to welcome a soldi  or two as
much as a "buon principio”. On my return - watemswhat cold, but warm dressing, & |
enjoyed it greatly. After luncheon who sd. coméun the good Captain Voss to thank me
for a card | had sent him & his wife the night befdor having heard there was to be a New
Year's Eve party, with a Punch Bowl in the Gernmashion. | sent up a card to Mr French,
another to Mr. Schloesser & and Italian letter tes Mopling besides a little drawing of
orange & lemon boughs for the Captain - Mr Schleessplied to me by that which | here
insert- (letter pasted in)

Captain Voss & | then went with Giuseppe to seeAdolfo Gimbaldi's garden, "Villa delle
Palme"- His fan palms were beautiful & his mandamiange trees laden with fruit - 1000 |
sd. say on one tree - Returning home | had a pi¢asdk with Mrs W. up the Borghetto
valley, returning laden with stems of helibore, Wieft at Mrs Rolfe's - Paid some New
Year calls on the Hamiltons &c, & we had a gran@@hEvensong upstairs at night.
Misses?? Leach had arrived to spend a few days.

Thursday, Janry 2nd

Up early & off by the 1st train to S. Remo - goodT2rry met me - & after breakfast | spent
nearly 4 hours in his chair & had 4 teeth stoppfmt ene of them the india-rubber or gutia
percha gag was used - 1st a piece of india-rubtessspd over the tooth - then a larger sheet
stuffed in the mouth & the edges held on he cheektle pads connected by an elastic band
- last of all a glass tube, hooked, hanging byftbiet lower teeth by means of which the
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saliva is pumped out of the mouth- He did his waeky gently, careful, & | am sue well - |
lunched with him, returned by the 2.30 train, & leagleasant scramble with Mrs W. to the
Mostaccini tower, & the old olives- We lit uponantities of lovely white periwinkles in
bloom - the harbingers of the coming spring - ahw ldelightful.

Friday Janry 3rd

This morning a lizard (SK) of this shape, a bealitifeature, greenish-grey with stripes was
enjoying the warmth of sunshine & fuel on the alegsof the kitchen chimney. A lovely day,
but after yesterday's wind too rough for bathing.

(glued in letter from Mr Schloesser)

In the afternoon Miss Leach & | met 2 of the Misggdins & | took them all to see the old
olives - | found out the really grand ones today.finer than any | had seen before - we were
all delighted - we then went in search of whiteiwakles which grow all down the little
ravine wh. comes down by the side of Mr Bischofistig villa - & then going along the
water-course, we descended a steep flight of stepge the cemetery & so home-

At 6.30 | dined at the Pension at Captn Voss' aivh: a pleasant little party. We had a few
card tricks in the Salon. M. le Baron played onzh& very well, & we all had a round
game. "Thirty one" new to me - but Mrs F says #@ iegular gambling game - 3 cards are
dealt all round, one at a time from a pack withhimag below 7 in it - & 3 are turned up, also
dealt one at a time to the centre. The playewolieftealer may then exchange his hand
altogether for that on the table, or else one ddig-object is to make thirty one by an ace &
2 tens of any the same suit. Failing that to getkthave of Clubs with 2 other cards of a
kind, 2 Kings, 2 sevens &c or else 3 or a kindf &bore of these to score as many as
possible. If anyone refuses to exchange, sayistpfi” or else takes the whole lot, the game
stops at him next time, i.e. he cannot try agalme ®ne, or two or more who score the lowest
lose one of the 3 lives allotted to them, & soaeg on till all are dead but the winner. It
seemed a good game.

Saturday Janry 4th

In the morning | went out begging for the band &eal 18fr. to add to what had been
gathered the day before: we collected 124 fr. linAdter luncheon | went by myself & sat by
the great olives, the previous day's discovenyh botsketch & to think a little. At 5 we went
to the Hotel for the 1st practice of some GI??? asuccessful one.

Sunday 5th

So many at church, 5 or 6 new men. After servitgla stroll with Mrs W on the beach &
after evening service Misses Leach & | went toae@ase Corradi. A day of summer
weather indeed hot & cloudless - standing on theoCtnere was a feast of colour,
wonderful to behold, the hills above glittering @gbure purple, the coast orange & the sea
the brightest of blues- And then a brilliant moghli at night.

Monday Jan 6th

(H.C. at 8.30, mattins sermons & H.C. at 10.30)

A little stroll by the paper narcissus, wh. by thee is in full bloom in our garden, with Mrs
Walker & then a practice of solos & glee at thedyat

Tuesday

Off by early train to S. Remo, breakfast with thexr/??? the 4 hours in his chair, bieng
polished off - then hair-cutting in a little Itatisshop in the via Cavour, & shopping,
luncheon & a quiet walk back to Bordighera with Derry, to find Mrs W laid up with
neuralgia & Mrs F. besieged by visitors. | must@egpress my admiration of Dr Terry's
skill, patience & care - his work seems thoroughéll done- & I though the 10f I paid him,

. 1
minus a few francs cheap for theélhours labour he had bestowed upon me. He told me

much about the lies of men, calling themselves Acaerdentists, who had either no claim to

Clarence Bicknell diary 1878-9 www.clarencebicknelfrc 55



the name or else only that they had spent a martthain the country & visited the College
of Dental Surgery - e.g.. at S. Remo is a derdastalling himself, because he comes from a
large house in Paris, whose head has made a graatd by establishing branches
everywhere, calling themselves by his name & ggatiey are An. dentists - but the head
himself is a Frenchman, having no claims to thee&nhis pupil or servant at S. Remo |
don't know which is a double liar-

Dr T's scale of fees are different to what | hagerbaccustomed to - filling a root is so much
20-254 if ;with a gold - a crown so much more +thieere are double fillings &c &c - &

with other materials; & sometimes in cases of exttaary difficulty or other reasons a
filling may be from 100-200 frs in wh. case theigat is asked if it shall be done- Dr T.
gives one a glass & pints out the value of the wagtad done.

Here must follow, for myself in days to come, &ane else into whose hands this diary
may fall, my full, complete, and penitent

CONFESSION

rendered necessary by something Mrs F. said teoodssyt

| have omitted to mention in my diary, thereby shaywv

my ingratitude & thoughtlessness that the day R2éth

when Mrs W & | had bad faces that Mrs Fanshawe most

kindly read "Daniel Deronda" out loud to us at mrtds through the day, as well as doing
many other things to cheer & relieve us - | now shest have wearied herself with all here
efforts to help us, and this | ought to

have recorded, even tho' | had omitted any memtionyself, especially as | am quite sure
she suffered more from sympathy & anxiety thardiwlith a very small

amount of pain badly borne.

| like Daniel Deronda immensely & that day & alwayken Mrs F has been so good as to
read to us, | have enjoyed

it extremely, only excepting certain times wheravé

been too sleepy to attend.

Wednesday

Called on a sick American lady at her BordigheragH& practised glee &c at the Hardys.
Thursday January 9th

A very bad day - called on a fried of Mrs F's & Hiotel & dined at Villa Lizenor at 3 pm.
Friday Janry 10th

All the morning busy with arranging The Paradisetf@ concert - a tuner from S. Remo
came &c. At 2.15 folks began to arrive for the 2i@@tation - one large programme | had
written out, & several small ones - the 3 roomsnsfilted, dear Mrs F either hiding behind
the screen near her bed or else lying down initiler bathroom & kitchen - she would rush
about excitedly all the morning & do a great dearethan she ought. Imperiale was with
us, & he arranged all beautifully- Chairs from Qleurch together with the sofas &c seated
about 50 people, mostly English with a few Germ&ntalians. That very morning our
trebles for the glee broke down with coughs & cpliig an English girl lately arrived at the
A. Hotel, Miss Calloway, undertook to sing the sopr part; & after all the gl // went as well
as | had expected tho' not really well, eithertiore, tune, or colouring. A German lady
Mme Klein sang some elaborate florid aria of Rassimell - The programme consisted of
12 pieces, but as there were no encores & Dr Sehrad a bad cough & broke down in his
solo, we have to improvise some fresh songs sp IMaude”, Mr Hardy "Now" & Mrs
Walker "O rest in the Lord". The people seemed watlisfied; there was a good deal of
chattering afterwards & in consequence of Mr Asgisss' remaining behind for the Baule
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the house was not calm & clear for some while+tied some books home for the Misses
Aplins, all of us walking along the shore & enjogithe wonderful long waves, & at the
Capo of that colour & transparency which as farkasow one only sees in the
Mediterranean- The blues & greens of the seas be&e most brilliant lately & every day
the view of Colla seems more enchanting.

Saturday Janry 11th

Mathematics at Villa Lozenon - with the new yearhe&e begun Trignonmetry &
Geometrical Conics. The Professor came today &ead a good deal of "l meiei
prigeoni"????. In the afternoon Mrs W. & | gave $aeppe an English lesson.

Sunday Janry 12th

H.C. at 8.30 about 30 at Mattins - & in the afteneeveral Italians - including Gerino,
Girolamo - Mrs W & !l & 2 Misses Aplins then walkeg to the lower ???down to the
Borghetto valley.

Monday Janry. 13th

Mr French & Captain Voss came to luncheon, & théha chair, cloak &c we went up to

the old olives, where the Captain & | sketched é&rtlGuise arrived & abo%t to 3 we

returned home. As we came down the hill, | saliklieve we shall see Corsica tonight, & a
moment after emerging from the olives to an op¢ibground above M. Brischoffsheim's,
there it was looking quite close, the cliffs & maainms very high, & what | suppose were
patches of snow lit up by the sun of a light breckour - indeed it had a pink & golden hue
altogether - it was like a vision from another wiorlno wonder it exercises such a
fascination, & that we all long to see Corsica,ifanly appears now & then, & seems quite
close to us, but in a few minutes it mysteriousiges away like a dissolving view; | went
quickly to Pozzoforte & took Mr & Miss Rolfe up the tower, where indeed we still saw the
enchanted island but tho' clear in outline it wha dull blue in the far off distance, & soon
began to disappear - Mrs R showed me a sketcHatkitat Cannes, from wh. it is 12 miles
distant - Sardinia is also seen from there very early on summer mornings- Tonight we
continued Daniel Deronda.

Tuesday Janry 14th

From the balcony before breakfast | saw Corsicanagdis is it's outline, about

Sketch.

In the afternoon | took the Misses Aplins up theks& pinewoods of Monte Nero - we
picked some paper-narcissus in bloom on the wayipkts, 2 kinds of fumitory &

marygolds under the olives - Weather perfect &timntains of Corsica, with great patches

of snow on them visible all the afternoon - we weug till past % .

Wednesday Janry 15th

Some trouble was caused this morning by the disgdhat our new wine of San Biaggio,
wh. Imperiale's brother had come to bottle, hachlggeng at a fine rate, & that there must be
some 20 litres short. Of course no-one knows whetlmas been drunk or stolen, & it is all
very disagreeable & uncomfortable-

| went to Villino Hamilton to lunch with Miss Phedp& met Mr. French - afterwards | took
them all to see the dig olives, remaining thergkietch awhile myself-

Thursday Janry 16th

| was to have dined with Mrs Jopling, but herdittloy has the measles & so | was put off.
Mrs W. & | walked off after luncheon to enquire tlmaet here with good news of the child's
improvement, on the road just beyond Villa Garngerwe then turned up one of the steep
steps, leading at last to the water course, aaegoligh scramble; finding violets however
on the way - We turned down by the park thro' tiee oppposite M. Binchoffn's
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to see the white periwinkles & farther on | fountchagnificent spray of white garlic & then
leaving Ms W | went up to the olives again & sketdla little while - calling at Cassia

Bionic on my way back. Mr. & Ms Adam, who have justurned from St Feses had met Mr
Harper there, who among other most interestinggthimad told them that the Russian
government was sending continually Russian so-@¢&lenks to Jerusalem & Palestine
generally, & building houses for their receptioBne day he observed a band of these
supposed pilgrims, & going up to them gave thenilgary salute, wh. they returned - they
are neither more nor less than soldiers, & freghll@ns of them are arriving continually.-
Mr. H. is full of the prophecies in H.S. about #teps of Chitteim wh. are to go against the
King of the North, meaning he believes, our Engtistn-of-war from the future grand
harbour of Famagosta in Cyprus against Russia.

Friday Janry 19th

Mrs & | went for a long walk early, after dinnereturning down a little lane by the Villa
delle Palme, Mr A. Giribaldi's place. We went thie olives till we reached the Borghetto
streat, crossed it on a plant, & then continuedugh olives & gardens of oranges & lemons,
& where violets are being very largely cultivatétl we came out in the old Roman Rd. of
Mrs Boyces - went this way partly to look for vitde& partly to see the chief habitats for
scarlet anemones - there will be a grand quantitgeolatter & all other flowers after the
abundant rain, when the spring does come, butltheiaet ground have been much altered
thro' cultivation, & even plants wild did not seatmundant. Then facing up the Vallecrosia
valley, by the right bank of the stream, we afterale climbed up the steeping side of the
hill till we reached the Cima di Monte, as Dr Gobilid calls it, & came down after enjoying
the glorious view of Perimaldo & the snow mountaimgthe brick fields into the Borghetto
valley- | went to the Grand Hotel to see the sickekican lady.

Saturday Jany 19th

Took off the Misses Aplins for a scramble up thadef the Sasso valley in the afternoon
picking maidenhair & helebore. returning from thelge of the watercourse -Giuseppe has
now set to work with some English - it is decidedshall stop on with wages increased to 20
fr. a month.

Sunday 19th

Chapel well warmed today & full- Poor Mrs W hacearible attack of neuralgia with
vomitting incessantly for 4 hours. Mrs F. sentfrSchnitz & ice &c &c - but she did not
get much better before the evening - At about @ a.man called to se me, whom | fancied
to be a ca>>>7?7? & waiter out of situation, just edinom Mentone - seeing his papers really
did seem good | asked him to put off his intendisd to San Remo till the afternoon &
return to dinner at 1. o'clock, when | sd. be nadrkeisure to talk to him- So at 1 he came, &
we had dinner together - Paul Beseke his name, didrsipsia where he lived till 15, then
went with his parents to America - they now liveBaiffalo - but he has been in service at
hotels & in families in England, Italy, France &be was at Paris 6 months during the
Exhibition, & lately a few days attending a sickmrat Mentone but trying in vain to find
employment in the overcrowded towns of Cannes &Nie had spent all, even to his last
sou at Bordighera the night before. He cd. finchimgg at our hotels & was now off to San
Remo hoping to be more fortunate there - | likezlfdllow much. Mrs F. saw him & thought
we cd. help him, so we advised him to wait with&gromised him a bed &c &c.

Monday Jany. 20th

Mrs W wanted to see Mr Paul B today, so he remam#dus - but at 10 | started off by
myself to Campo Rosso as it was their festa dageBastian- It was a cloudless day, but a
bit windy - indeed it has been lovely lately - aobed it by about 11.15, walking slowly &
went into the Church wh. was crammed - the sernmamggon, such a long one, & so dull
with such poor delivery & all about S. Sebastiatat | could only catch bits here & there,
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being near the door, where talking & laughing wgmeng on freely - Of course the Church
was swathed with ordinary red & gold & had festoohall colours hanging from the arches
(SK) and from the cornice below the clerestory wainwd- nearly all the sunlight was
excluded & every candle in the church lighted. rted about 160 - A band in the W.
gallery - an elaborate creed with solos &c - thi#éerdhat a kissing of relics (?)sic at the
sanctuary step & the Mass slowly proceeded - thevaiin the sanctuary of acolytes helpers
& hinderers, some in vestments, some in fustia&&aevas very odd - Most of the men went
out before the Consecration - many after - thetheeiattended to the sermon nor service
tho' | think nearly all the population were thergome few were playing roulette (?) & other
few chatting together as | came into the townarhe out before it was over, heartily glad as
usual to be outside. | can only say an "Our Fathethese services & long to pray that the
Kingdom may come & GOD be better known _ | walkddtke way toward Dolce Acqua &
then returned to the picturesque open space imitidle of Capo Rosso - here were stalls of
cakes, stockings & yarn, brass candlesticks, b&ot&c - pretty holiday handkerchiefs &
dresses on the women, & wonderful 'loud' checkallafolours & sizes on the men. | waited
at the top of the street for the Procession & sboame - girls of Mary crucifix &c at usual -
the band, clergy & then the Image of the Sainy@g as usual, & surrounded by candles -
the only pretty & novel feature in it was a largevéry heavy bay tree covered with its black
fruit - oh, such a beautiful tree - & hung all owath flat circles of coloured paper or card of
various colours (sk.)

So - one dear little child was prettily dressedwatwreath of flowers & looked very lovely.
A few men & many women knelt for the image - athkaoff their hats - | suppose the farther
up the valleys you get the more ignorant & sattstiee people are - still today no-one
seemed to me to care 2 straws about it all- | kti@aw | returned thinking much of the
"glorious gospel of the blessed God", & wishingight be proclaimed afresh in some better
shape - | was back by 2 - had some hurried dinndgre went to the Paradise to rehearse a
little play of Tom Taylor's called "Helping Handahich the Hardys, Calloways & ourselves
are to perform this week. | couldn't learn my @abiit along the road & so had to read it, it
went off fairly well for the 1st time. Mrs W. actsplendidly - Mr & Mrs Hardy very well &
the others fairly-

It was a blessing after all this to have a littleeq stroll with Mrs W getting violets & then a
little more peace upstairs before bedtime.

Tuesday 21st

Quiet rehearsal of scenes at the Hotel at 10- MrsRkawe sent her daughter to S. Remo with
Paul to help him in finding a place. | went to Mod$es to a little music at 3 p.m. & then to
the Ba. Hotel to see Miss S, ill, & Dr Goodchildmwing - In the evening we had a grand
dressing up, with the assistance of burnt cork{evtaoth power &c.

Jany 22nd Wednesday

Mrs F very ill today, alas, with real pain, so wk oot have H.C. in her room. Rehearsal
upstairs at 10 a.m.- And after dinner, dull thev#s, | took a camp-stool & sketched by the
brickfield W. of the Borghetto valley. Mrs F. bat& more dressing up at night- Imperiale
kindly sent me a large basket full of his clotheduding a great coat, velveteen jacket &c
&c - trousers of course | cd'nt get into-

Thursday Jany. 23rd

Putting up the curtain, arranging stage &c tooknuyh of the morning. Imperiale doing
everything most kindly- He also brought us lampsrfithe band for footlights, & these with
candles between large books half opened, & a mom@fa& oil lamps & candles many in
the corner of the stage, lit it up well- About 7\88 dressed. | was upstairs when Mrs Hardy
arrived & hearing her call her husband who was gedan "the theatre" | went half way
down the stairs to speak to her, whereupon sheeasleld me in French, & then fearing she
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had mistaken a grand gentleman for a butler, raaydatell Miss Calloway of her mistake -
We all laughed much over this - the gets up?? feam®us - Mr Hartman with a long grey
wig, & wrinkled face, Mayanet (Mrs H) looking vewhite, ill & poor- Tilda (Miss C) in

dirty apron &c - Rufus (Mr C) with green baize aprteggings, & Giuseppe's old white
wideawake - Mrs. Booty (Mrs W) in all the vulgandry possible. Lord Quarsely (myself) in
white waistcoat, & frock (?) coat. 1st scene wiithksups & purple tie; in 2nd brown
velveteen - the Company Patricks, servants &c abbuir 16 in all, arrived by soon after 2
we started- It was very successful, no breakdowresEcidents - there was considerable
applause & no little weeping & sobbing among thdiance-

Tea, in costume afterwards, & then | was glad ke &@mwalk with Giuseppe, along the
watercourse - We descended a little beyond the tegmeicking violets in profusion & then
going on we gathered some beautiful paper narcissush lovely blooms of it.

Paul Beseke left us today, & we were very sorrg seemed such a nice fellow, we longed
to keep him altogether.

Friday Jany 24th The grand performance today wimeoy well, but our audience was not
so sympathetic as the day before, & did not agptumuch - nor | fancied see the jokes -
the servants the day before had so greatly enjaj¢lde ‘'missus' & 'ousemaid’ part - today
the people were acting themselves each beforenbaghbours, instead of being natural- 2
bouquets were thrown to Mrs Hardy at the end- Hawdlve people all expressed themselves
greatly pleased. We arranged to have one morerpaafece & ask everyone who had not
hitherto been invited- Good Mrs F did not appro¥&er rooms not being used for the world,
& any English being left out.

Saturday Jany 20th

H.C. in chapel at 8.30 & at the Hotel for Miss Stald at 11 a.m. | picked violets in
abundance & periwinkles after dinner, & invitedieas people for Monday - A lesson with
the Professor from 12 to 1 today.

Sunday Jany 26th

Very wet - Harmonium cyphered??? terribly at Matiddter service a gentleman in the
congregation volunteered to put it right & to myasshment | recognised him as an old
college friend, Mr Latham - We were of the sameryha kindly spent an hour before
luncheon over it & finished it in the afternoon.

Monday Jany 27th

Our last, 'positively our last' performance at 2 80D went better than ever & the audience
were vastly pleased- When all had gone we arratigedboms, which were so !sopra
(=topsy-turvy), & settled down to be ourselves idinary quiet life once more- How
delightful - Mrs Fanshawe had had too much noidauétle lately & seems somewhat done
up.

Before the play today, we were all photographecbistume standing at the hall door - the
man was so long getting his plate ready , that lgewpre arriving down the avenue, & we
had to send Giuseppe out to stop them & we hadtonk/to be photo? once & under
difficulties as it rained & blew, so it isn't liketo turn out a great success, but will no doubt
be amusing.

Captain & Mrs Voss & the Aplins & indeed everybodkio hadn't been before came to the
play today, including some by train & some by e from San Remo - So ends "Helping
Hands" on the stage, | begin again with renewedggméet us hope, in real life.

Tuesday Jany 28th

Being rather tired & stupid | went out to the Pasthe morning & sketched by the gate into
the town - such a lovely day, & it was so pleasargee all the people about & enjoying
themselves in the sunshine. The German Baron &aapioss were also out sketching. |
came in by 2, & after dinner went with Mrs W. & .the Borghetto valley where | did a
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view of the whole valley, in less than 2 hours-<&afickly it was a very rough production.
Mrs W gave G. an English lesson - he gets on fiyiss Patrick presently joined us & |
walked back by a more roundabout way with her,ipgkiolets all the time.

Wednesday Jany 29th

H.C. upstairs at 8.30. The Professor this morniiter dinner Mrs W. accompanied me to
the big olives & | went on with my drawing thereiuSeppe came after a while & then we all
walked along the terraces towards the town & s@mecacross such flowers. 1st another
kind of violet with more rounded petals, of a darkkie, & much more sweet-scented - next
some narcissus in bloom, delicious- then when \aelred the old well, where the people
used to toil up to get water, we went up the texsaé: there in the sunshine | found white
hyacinths & close by there were terraces literallye with violets we picked quantities-
Then we went out to the bare spot of ground ondeeyard, now no more cared for; the
owner of it killed a man, & died in prison - Jugtidw it is a little cabin, where an old man of
the town goes up daily to pry for the dead &c ‘hlad met Giuseppe on the road, & had said
he wd. pray for him if he we. give him 2 sous - @ubad none in his pocket! tho' whether he
wd. have had 1d worth, had his purse been fudlally cannot say- There was a little table
covered with candles, small privets & odds & enflsebgious rubbish - the wall & ???
papered or painted with stars & a good deal ofratigbish- G calls him a "bigotto” - he
spends all his time there.

When we came back, picking some coltsfoot, or bekdiy the way, | forget which, behind
the Bordighera hotel we read out loud part of Pfghdall's( this seems it might be Tyndale
or Tyndall the latter seems to make most sendeeicdntext)??? beautiful Preface to the 7th
edition of his Belfast address, which was interggthe never says he is an atheist, only he
cannot believe in the God most people worship, islsupposed to be outside all matter.
Thursday, Janry 30th

A quiet morning, but signalized by the now rarerdwe a bathe- Giuseppe accompanied me,
having promised to bathe himself overnight; butdaarage failed him this morning as | had
expected - however he seemed pleased to see menwgr& helped to dry me- the water
was cold, & the slight wind also, but who could faienjoy a blue sea & a brilliant sunrise. |
came back refreshed to H.C. in the Chapel- LateCaptain & Mrs Voss kindly called to se
me & we enjoyed a chat & the balcony panorama thighglasses- In the afternoon | went to
the big olive again, where later Mrs W. & Guiseppeed me & we made a great excursion
violet & narcissus picking. At 7 | went to Villa ®uni to dine with Mrs Jopling & Meet Mr
French- an Italiany dinner with odd soup, potaessuces - & a pleasant evening's chat.

Friday Jany 31st

Another glorious day promised at daybreak, for Angs & Corona Borealis & the Great
Bear were shining brilliantly when | first lookedtoof the window, over the sea as in the
evenings Orion, Sirius & all those brightest ofgiiti stars in nearly the same position: up
early, breakfast at 7.30 & at 8.10 Giuseppe & hvaur bag well stocked with good things
started off in the fresh frosty morning air for ¥Malecrosia valley leading to Preimaldo.
After Vallecrosia it wall all new to me- we walketbng the watercourse on the right of the
stream for some way, until opposite San Biagiontitdecame too slippery & muddy with a
precipice on one side & a trough full of water 1ft/2leep on the other with a foot of mud
walk between - no, said | , no further here, sagaedown to the stream & then began such a
series of crossings & recrossings on slippery stpgeod bad & indifferent- Pretty views of
Sta. Croce & the round tower below it looking baglter S. Biagio we came to Boldano
close to the stream, with some picturesque biiss-ithen the valley began to narrow to a
gorge with many cliffs & banks & strange contorisan the limestone, & in places the
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harder part were left in perpendicular lines likdldsters(??), all the parts between having
been washed out- Percualdo above us glitteringesetlitalian places do in real Italian
weather now became visible, & the path on the radlthe stream steeper- Presently it
crossed by some oil mills of G's uncles, & theatne divided into 3 one to the r. & 2 to the
left, & we began another stiffer but last ascerth®town thro' olives - it was now nearly 11
& very warm - at a chapel 5 min distant from themmove sat down & ate apples & then
walked up into Perinaldo at 11.10 - We went straiglsee G's uncle & aunt, who had wine
out & we drank health &c, they then presented uhb wibottle to take with us for our
luncheon so we walked off to the now empty mongdterof the one-streeted town & had a
good meal - many women & children were coming déwem the mountains with bundles of
chestnut leaves &c. We 1st visited Cassina’s olts@e a memorial tablet is over the door -
some of his family, the still live there in tetemmer - old furniture, a large library full of
big tomes, some old astronomical instruments -ralray terrace & garden facing south & a
tower. A pleasant girl showed us over and refusgafiered money. Then we came back &
went into the large handsome church followed abp tf raggamuffins who were rebuked
by some of the old men sitting out on the stonecbes round the piazza sunning themselves
& chatting merrily- And such a spot it is, with thiew right down the valley thro' the olives
& vines & pines away to the sea with its' shipsa &ight of the Marina & the trains running,
to remind these dwellers in the peaceful heighth@imore noisy & bustling world below- |
then made a little sketch of the archway leading Ferimaldo throe' which one sees the
pyramidal form of Sta. Croce in the center- Abodth3en & women surrounded me, but they
laughed & chatted & were well behaved - few visitgo to Perimaldo- | liked the people
much, tho' | told them that in my country one condd at that hour of the day easily find so
many who had nothing to do- Another friend of &art invited us to his house to have a
little more wine- rather thick & strong it was, baigood flavour- & then he insisted on
accompanying us on our way towards S. Remo - teatdv not have missed it- Perimaldo
has but one street, all along a ridge, so thatsalelooks seaward & the other to the
mountains now covered with snow - a pretty villagypricale by name down far below, &
much further off below a round high mountain Mo8&gppo, a dear little place, Bajardo,
perched upon the top of conical hill.(sk) Prelseotir good friend turned back, & we
entered the beautiful pine woods with a thick ugdawth of heath, some kind of oak,
evegreen, holly & here & there large chestnut trddsnged again & again to stop & sketch
it was all so intensely beautiful- In about 11/4\Wwe reached the ridge between Met Cage &
Mount Bignone, where the Br & | had been in Octdbst; & looking down on S. Remo &
the Capo della Madonna della Guardia far away bybthe tranquil sea, we sat once more to
eat & drink a little & make another hasty sketctotlthe pines- At 4.15 after ?? such running
& slipping, & were soon at S. Olemolo, looking védrgre with its' naked chestnuts- We cd.
not wait longer, so on & on meeting numbers of mu®mMe monks too ascending the paved
road. By 6 we reached S. Remo where | did a kttlepping & at 6.40 we took the train
home- A delightful day indeed - G was very agreea&lalso very useful, as he gladly
carried the bag the greater part of the way & i$ Wwaavyish too with sketch books &c c & a
bottle of wine.

Mrs W had been to Mentone & bought me some batlelwshe had visited the Doctor,
who had thought well of her.

Saturday Feby 1st

Weather, gloomy somewhat once more - My pupil _t&ZaMr Congreve came & at dinner
we spoke much about Positivism, which as deepgrasting - he had never really believed
in another life, nor desired it, he said- He thittks new religion can only progress very
slowly & that it will not be a great power for 2 8thundred years - there are new centres in
Marseilles & Lyons besides the great centre oPallis, where the High Priest resides -
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London, Birmingham, L'pool & Manchester & one oot Ireland - A few members in the
North West of Italy but here Mr C says people atyet prepared for it. There has been a
great split lately & as far as | can make out, Dn@reve in England has been deserted by
many of his ablest followers & is no longer apprdwé the Paris Pope-

At 4o'clock when the train had taken the Vice Co$uback to Alassio, Mr W & | went out
flower gathering, & in the evening arranged a Itnagy full of violets, hyacinths, narcissus &
Pilewort (a Celandine) here larger & more brilliiman a home.

Sunday Feby 2nd

A chapel full- After Evensong | went to hear thenBan the Piazza, with Imperiale
conducting. The English never seem to go - eithey tisapprove of Sunday music, or are
too proud to ‘patronise’ Bordighera music - | acpamed Mrs Hamilton & her little girl &

we enjoyed it much. After a visit to the Ba. Haofelo look at Dr Goodchild's last picture |
returned for a quiet evening at home when we regemidll & Macdonald's Miracles-
Monday Febry 3rd

A dull day: but when the rain stopped after dinhéook 2 of the Misses Aplin for a walk, w
went very slowly, but eventually reached Sassdyhigh-road; | thoroughly explored this
strange little place of 150 inhabitants, but it hasarchitectural beauties except from a
distance. We found to our dismay, it was 5 p.m.n& of my companions was tired, so |
proposed crossing the hills under the olives, m®ee pleasant & so less fatiguing road back
than the stony & muddy path, even if no short 8atpresently off we went, but steering too
much to the West, eventually when nearly dark @tkck reached the Strada Romana,
having come in the dusk jumping down terraces &ingthro' grass & flowers with no time
or light to pick them, down the terraces, far abtheeold fountain, & of a semicircular
shape, which gradually ran on into the Bischoffshevine.

Tuesday Feby 4th

This morning | heard that one of the Miss Aplinsl hast a valuable gold chain with locket,
key, seal &c attached - so directly after lunchewent off with Giuseppe to try & find it -

of course | felt it was a hopeless job, as we letwrned by a route | did not know - We went
up some way by a path wh. | remembered & then tuim® the grass & mud of the terraces,
climbing up walls one after another, till | did reobit know where we were, & how near or
how far off our road had been the previous eveningaw no footprints & felt sure | was
wrong when suddenly | beheld the missing treasairesy feet! it did seem wonderful indeed
- We were in great glee & gave ourselves up toeagath violets & narcissus, & then
returned to Casa Corradi, where | found that teess had been out the whole morning
hunting in rain, & had returned wet, weary, & muddy3.30 to luncheon! | saw them &
talked much of their loss - their efforts to refiodr walk- of my excursion too - & then
wishing that they might very speedily hear newtheir loss, said goodbye amid many
thanks for my efforts - then turning back | sudgemiesented it to them - oh, the surprise &
the joy! | then went home & paid a visit to Ladyc&het where Mr French met me for a cup
of tea - a call on Canon Rolfe, & home for the engrafter a happy day.

Wednesday Febry 5th H.C. upstairs. Pupil, lettensfhome, letters to Lichfield - talk
upstairs & alas dear Mrs W's enemy the neuralgmedéher again today- At 12.30 Mr
Callaway came, the weather cleared & we walkeddlz®Acqua - mud abundant & clouds
on the snow mountain, but all very beautiful - egslant walk indeed - the town lovely as
before & the people not troublesome. Saw some @ocatkmone nearly out under the olives-
Home by 5.30 - met the 6.10 train with Alfred Gunlis sister & aunt in it-

Today the photographer brought our pictures -anatl bad, tho' unfortunately it
seems the man had waited till the "Blind fiddlegthopened his eyes, he having carefully
kept them shut a long time, thinking we were beaign - the result of course being that his
eyes in the photo are wide open. Today Mrs W hmdfder bad neuralgia attacks, the???
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of it probably being an event wh. occurred yestgerdae interest in finding the chain
yesterday has made me omit mention of this extraargd event (happily so) wh. took place
during luncheon- Mrs W. & | suddenly heard a stengmbling sound - What is it? oh, a
van coming down the drive - a heavy train goinglhyied to fancy, & said but only for the
sake of saying something, as it was too loud fibreei- it was about 1.30 by our time. | went
out on the balcony - there | heard legs - comintkbiaseemed in the house, then in the
chimney, & listening up the chimney there was alloearing- Can this be a fire? we were
both a little alarmed & rushed up - no fire lighiedhe drawing room, but noise greatly
increased - the house seemed cracking & creaimgent on the balcony looking towards
Bordighera old town, it felt to me unsafe & | wasting, tho' still heard much in the corner
of the room beyond the fireplace the noise in tdsmvas great - but | felt no vibration, &
no heat - nothing seemed falling or breaking -radtevhile | ran down again & just then it
suddenly stopped. Mrs W & | both felt headachy-one else had heard it, & Mrs F.
somewhat doubted our word, but | did not dareloaid] rearing she might be alarmed.
Thursday Febry 6th

Today however, | saw Imperiale early & told himatout it, asking if it could be a house
settling - he thinks it impossible, & considereavds an earthquake - there was no shaking as
far as we knew however - he had been told thatlpesp/allecrosia had felt a slight shock
some time the day before, but that was not our theeyrs seemed in the morning.

Mr Gurney, who came before luncheon today hasestgd "spirits” | will exorcise
them if they come again - he told us of a new cdd@unting to which some friends of his
bore fullest testimony, where noises in a houseewentinual, things were hurled about, the
great family Bible especially &c - one evening &svso bad, during the reading that nothing
cd. be heard, so the Bible was brought & openedt-ofened at the casting out of devils
from the demoniac - wherefore all agreed to sayr'feaiher” & the noise instantly ceased &
have no more returned.

Today Mr G. & his sister with Mrs W & myself weatit for a walk, to the Roman
tower, old olives, & Bordighera old town, pickingundant flowers.

Weather lovely - H.C. at 8.30 in the Chapel witbommunicants.

Mr Gurney has lent us a most interesting bookeddlParables of Judgement" by Mr

Macpherson - & also left Macdonalds "Thomas Wingf&urate" for us.

Friday, Feby 7th

At 12.20 Mr G & | with bag &c, started for Sta. @@ We went up the Roman Rd. in the
Vallecrosia valley & after crossing the stream weesrly straight up the opposite hill - we
sat down to rest once, on one of the high pointas@fange, & then going on were quite
surprised to find ourselves so suddenly there wenxe not 11/2 hr walking there - 11/4 or
1.20 at the most - The day was not quite brillitim, warm & fine, so we lost the blues &
purples of the hills & vegetation, & had browns &ygs & dull greens instead - After eating
& chatting awhile, we came down descending intoNleeia valley pretty soon, where |
sketched an old tower for about an hour, & thenwatked quietly home-

Saturday Febry 8th

After my pupil & | went to see Mr Schloesser's prefs - he leaves Bra. on Tuesday next - he
had a few sketches on show, a head (S. Ampeglia)assent for his friend the Sindaco, &
2 picture wh. will | suppose reach the Academyw@man driving of her 2 boys to school, a
political discussion in an Osteria, & some figuoesthe steps by the Hospital, San Remo, a
most picturesque spot, by the by, which | must gdr&v. Some day - All the world in the
studio - In the afternoon | was out for 11/2 hrrbyself picking flowers, now very abundant,
for the Chapel & then had a chat with Mrs Russelir@y in the hotel, bringing her at 4.30
to see Mrs F. where we continued a most interesaitkg she gave us the account of her
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husband;s almost sudden death last May - She kbhsadoeautiful face, & is full of the

things of good to overflowing - it was a great treaMrs F.

Mr G & his sister arrived about 5.30 from San Refaye had tea - then he & | had a short
walk about the Capo.

Sunday Febry 10th

Mr G took an 8.30 H.C. | the late one - After evams | took him to see the Brickfields &

my favourite gorge in the day. Chapel very fulktimorning.

Monday Febry 11th

A wet morning. H.C. in Mrs F's room, to which Mrsiggell Gurney came - | wished them all
good-bye later on-

In the afternoon Mrs W. & | went out exploring fourple anemones & found an
abundance of them, in some open sun-lit vineyasdthsof Mrs Boyce's & below the olive
fields- The scarlet ones were not quite out thoy vearly so - Coming home we were much
amused by a flock of sheep & goats - they wersafond of olives leaves - the goats jump
up & hold down the branches with their forelegs& away, while the sheep run up from all
sides & get what they can from the lower twigs &fbs - not much but just a mouthful now
& then - for soon the goats get cross, let go, & bhuthe sheep driving them off tho'
(SKETCHES) they are not permanently frightenede&&rn again when another chance is
presented them - | made some rough sketches oktlgendd scene.

Tuesday Febry 1th

A wet morning, but the wind got up fast & by 1 ok had blown most of the clouds away,
so | sat on my rug by the rough sea & tried to p#ie waves once more - | came in soon
after 3 to see Mr Congreve, & after he left went again with Giuseppe till it began to be
cold- Imperiale came in the evening, for his lomgrounced visit, & told me much of his
soldiering days & how said it used to make him & f@llow Italians from the Lago
Maggiore district to fight with the Austrians - described their being marched to Nice, &
decimated - (or was this only threatened?)

Wednesday Febry 12th

An ltalian lesson today again & after dinner Mrs &t with me on the rocks of the Chapel
of S. Ampeglio, watching the great transparentgrgaves rolling in gloriously. | sketched
for 2 hours, & then called at Villa Ruffini to wisWirs Jopling goodbye - she is off to San
Remo to paint the portrait of Sir Robt. Anstruthefore he returns to town. It is sad, the
departure of all our artists so early - Then ledlbn the Voss's at Villa Dell Mattone, close
to the sea, with a charming garden of vines, ora@ge- such a splendid orange tree laden
with fruit - we had a pleasant talk & then | leftending a few minutes at Casa Corradi on
my way home.

Thursday Febry 13th

Yesterday Mrs Brown kindly brought me a beautiftdrich of Eucalyptus in full blossom
from Pozzoforte, so | began to make a rough drawfngtoday, just as a souvenir -
Imperiale arrived to give us a wonderful a/c okatain Italian quack, a resident of Nice,
who occasionally comes this way & had visited Bghdira with his 4 horse trap & band, last
Tuesday, & had made an oration & done lots of wdnitleperations - in public - tho'
nothing to what he had done in times past. Thegrgasome from far & near, the people of
Ventimiglia look upon him as a sort of healing Gd&c he take out tumours & worms &
teeth & what not instantly & almost without paniccharges next to nothing & all this with
one arm - such a "Bell uomo" too - Ginanetti Impleartner had a dreadful tooth & thought
of going to him today, so Mrs W & | wanted to go&dook at the man- Accordingly we
dined somewhat earlier & started off walking at0l.Boping Imple &c wd. come by the next
omnibus-
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It passed however, empty, so we left a messatle stlbergo di Francia outside
which as elsewhere were coloured pictures on aafardrious operations being performed
& notices of the Grande Scoperta of an anti-somgtRiomade to cure rheumatism,
neuralgia & all aches & wounds &c - a message yongasd. be found at the point where the
river enters the sea-

There | began to sketch & in an hour Mrs W & Twa@nt off to look for them, at it
wanted only 20 min. to 4, the time when it wasestahe Professor's work for the day would
be over. At length | saw Imperiale coming for ntle train had been an hour behind time &
so they had only just arrived; | went off, & funddMW & Juanski by the Albergo; J
summoning up his courage, or trying to do so -asweported that the Professor was
engaged - was he, query? - then one of his barsilyer &c announced we might go up -
great must have been the excitement at the advéiné grand party from Bordighera, the
lady who was awaiting her gentlemen friends & het $n cards &c - we were ushered in, &
there stood the very self-satisfied looking manESKH), in black frock coat &c behind a
table on which were some belts, & straps & a sttbpe & a few other instruments, he
looked rather like a conjurer - he begged us td®n - I, for one, felt rather an intruder, &
the more so as our man shewed signs of fear héy @re great cowards, these dear Italians -
however he explained his tooth's history & was exauhin the next room - & the Profr. said
it ought to come out - then poor J thought he wd. about it & perhaps come tomorrow - but
finding we were all rather in favour of an extractithe poor fellow went, shrugging his
shoulders & looking remarkable miserable into tegtmoom - the P's assistant gave him his
forceps - apparently only one pair in a small ca&ée went in - | then got up, but hesitating
a little was just too late - it was | think, a degooth - but it seems, as we heard afterwards ,
the Profr. had got on a chair, & had 3 pulls - 3 Wwkeeding a good deal & seemed very bad -
We bought a pot of pomade, 1 fr. P pd. 5 francdf&e went - Mrs W & | thinking him a
humbug- Imperiale had asked him if he was coming hegain: & he said he had so many
private operations to perform that he might noabke, but as his horses wd. want exercising
perhaps he should - Imple. suggested he sd. cosee& lady (of 65 years) "per amico” who
wd. be glad to talk to him; (meaning Mrs F) butdién't seem to understand the "amico"
part of it, & said 65 was too old & he could domag - We bowed our way out - Mrs. W &
| returned by bus, & very fast and well it wente too in the sort of coupé in front - J. with
handkerchief to his mouth inside, a friend of @i Marseilles grinning hugely all the
while - so ended our visit to the Professor - ldhawt yet heard if Imperiale's faith in him is
shaken or not, but one thing is clear - the daimdng up of the grand carriage & horses -
the arrival of the band &c &c - & then the assisté&rast of all the Signor Professore
himself, who descends the stairs in grand stylayntsothe coach, takes the reins & drives
off, is too much for the people-

Anyhow, this new apostle of healing, must make sameey somewhere, to keep up all this
establishment.

Friday Feb. 14th

Another break-up of weather - a soaking day -tk l#fternoon drawing at the house-door, &
then a short scramble in wet grass to pick a feewames with Joseph.

Saturday Feb 15th

Still wet in the morning, but clearing & in the @ftoon Mrs W & | went out & picked
abundant flowers for the chapel - periwinkle, nesas & anemone - found a grand bed of
scarlet ones wh. will be out very soon- Then confiome we put them in the trays- Mrs F
has been very poorly lately & in bed for 2 dayedi& in much pain.

Sunday Feb 16th

Mrs W. poorly today with the neuralgia, & she dit try the pomade!- Oh what little faith

in the "grande Scoperta” - Mistral in the aftern@ogrand sea - | walked along part of the
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shore & stood on the rocks some time watching thees- Miscellaneous reading at night &
lessons given to Mrs F. on the rites & ceremonfdb@® Churches, about which she was very
ignorant & after my explanation of wh. she seeng@yaorant as before!

Monday Feb 17th

Mistral blowing hard - feeling very Mondayish | wieyut soon after 10 with campstool &c &
by 11.30 was settled in a sheltered position uadeslive tree 2 terraces above the road a
little way down the Nuvia valley with a beautifubw of Campo Rosso, the river & the now
mountains- Here | sketched & ate till about 2.3@wiGiuseppe came for me, whistling
down the road, that | might hear him - by 3.30 warenoff for Campo Rosso, & walked on
about 1/2 mile beyond, to see if the double anemaree in bloom- They were there in
great abundance but not yet out fully - howeverunid one almost wide open, such a beauty,
& some dark purple ones, rather different to odilBardighera, | fancy - we went into the
cemetery where is a charming old church, with cam@® apse apparently of great age, &
which | must go to sketch some day - In the chuacthy2z women were busy praying &
chatting over a newly made grave, which had snpaigs of green & flowers stuck upright

in the earth & a large wreath of ugly artificiabiers supported above the ground, all round
the entire grave- At the end of the cemetery israef vaulted room, with a hole in the roof,
thro' which we cd. look. it was full of skulls & hes, in a dirty condition, not kept in order
like the Swiss skull-eries- here when the bodiesdarg up they must be just shovelled in
anyhow thro' the hole - the churchyard is strewét taones.

We reached home by 6 p.m.

Tuesday Feb 18th

At 12 o'clock Mrs W. & | with lunch & a bouquet,dk the train to S. Remo - mistral
blowing fearfully- Arrived there we sat on the piereat - we were not able to go far on, on
a/c of the great waves breaking over-

Once my hat was whisked off & carried high upttsat | though it was quite lost, but
suddenly it fell below the wall onto the sand isheeltered place - for wh. | was indeed
grateful - We did a little shopping & by 2 p.m. wean the 1st row of stalls or "seggiotone" at
the theatre, next to Fanny Leach, who had secigé¢ldase good places to see an amateur
performance of "Caste" in wh. her sister acted+&ad been a great demand for seats & so
the theatre was quite full - a pretty little buildi The ordinary orchestra was there, & played
the overture to "La figlia del Regto" very well,tken 'God save the Queen’, but this horribly
out of tune. Mrs W. says the Italians always dceeylplayed again after the 1st & 2nd act, &
then most of them left, but about 5 who seemedyastused remained- The play was
excellently done, tho' unfortunately the part offtes was taken by an exceedingly plain lady
- "Polly " & her father "Eccles" were perfectly donit was over by 4.20. Coming out | saw
a piano being carried on the heads of 4 women.

Signor Bonetti had acted in the play - he only eamonce as a servant, & said his
few words inaudibly- Signor Arquariati, Prof Gendia& several other Italians were also
there - Mrs W. & | set off towards home walkingetimistral was furious, but the view of the
sunset over Bordighera when we turned the cormpeandeus for all else of discomfort- |
made a little pencil sketch of it to be paintecftards & then followed Mrs W. who had
gone on to Ospedaletti Station, where we had to aeiut 1/2 hour. They made us take
fresh tickets - our "returns” from S. Remo not dingn What a piece of barbarous
byelawism!

Wednesday Feby 19th

Mr Augusto Stephano Malan, the pasteur Vaudois ocaitteMr French to dinner & we had
a little pleasant talk. There are about 25,000 \é&ydheir chief centre being Latour- every
Septr they have their Synod there - M. M comes feowery old Vaudois family - his Fr. &
Grant Fr. were pastors before him, they now liveaomcable terms with the R.C. who no
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some send missions to them, but only provide fentants of their own people - This is a
step in the right direction, towards the happy dbg common worship of all sects, & all
men in a truly universal church - & | think it ougio be in the fields, tho' buildings might be
useful for invalids &c-

Mrs W. Mrs French & | then went off to the Vallesra valley gathering anemones - we
found 3 kinds of scarlet ones, the common onebumdance, tho' others had been there
before us- Coming back I lost my companions, & kg they had gone on, | hurried after
them, but could no find them - it seems they hauilyi stopped behind waiting for me- |
called at Pozzoforte, dined at Casa Bianca & sitenévening there & was home by 10 p.m.
to gain a soldo from Mrs F. who doubted if | cogket home by then - She is fond of saying |
am dissipated & a gadabout & | can't persuade thetethe quiet days of reading, walking &
sketching are very much more enjoyable at anytcatee, than the goings out, whether to
entertainments or dinners &c.

Thursday Feb. 20th

A fine blowy morning - a pouring afternoon with h&ithunder but | had come out before it
came on & began a sketch by the water course oigpgf palms - | had to leave off tho'
after a while & remained a long time hoping it wetkar, but at last | gave it up & took refuse
in Case Corradi, where | stayed to tea & gave gelah lesson-

The bad weather interfered with the fun of the {eess, for it ws the first day of the
Carnival, & Bianca had been looking forward to bal in the evening, on the ‘piazza’ when
she was to be dressed up - | saw one man in mavelsstume coming thro' the ‘paese’. At
San Remo 320 L(??F) was to be spent on it - réloeatres &c &c - a sad waste - but |
believe it was mostly done by the inn-keepers, teoeby hope to attract the English &c-
Friday Feby 21st
Tremendous wind, but sunshiny. Mrs kindly accomedme to the Cemetery valley, where
| sketched a group of palms, & then we scramblexnlibthe terraces looking for flowers - |
found such a magnificent orchids in full bloom.

Saturday Feb 22nd

The Professor came & after dinner Mrs W & | madgand expedition down the vallecrosia
valley, & through that village, where as | expegbbehty of anemones were to be seen on the
upper right hand terraces - of 4 kinds - but theld® & scarcer scarlet ones were hardly out
- Narcissus in profusion everywhere - We returngolva the town, & keeping pretty high up
presently came to some terraces covered with theany quite out - also blue hyacinths - &
then still further on more & more - we returneddadvith treasures & had our chapel trays
as full & brilliant as could be-

Sunday Feby 23rd

A pouring day after such a night of hail & thunderain - scarcely any congregation at
mattins, tho' a larger offertory than usual- Afisrensong | walked to the Capo with the
Aplins - a magnificent sea running, much the firldsive seen - the water came sweeping
right up to the garden walls & had carried awayimhber of aloes growing on the sand banks
close under them- We with difficulty were able &t glong in places- At the Capo the sight
was glorious. | then went home to fetch Mrs. W, Ifodnt bear the thought of her missing it -
| do so dislike seeing a good thing alone & hawngne to enjoy it with me- We went up to
the Church, thinking the quarant'or or 40 hoursd&qon was going on, as Bianca had said
"le bon Dieu" was going to be put on the altar aoebne might mask & keep carnival till he
had been put back again- Giuseppe had said itlvea€nucifix, but anyhow it was the
Quarant'Ore, wh. they consier a great féte & omlyehone a year- As someone is obliged
always to watch before the altar during this cusifunction, & here that practice can't be
kept up at night, the devotion lasts 3 days - eméiach day with 'benediction’-

Monday Feby 24th

Clarence Bicknell diary 1878-9 www.clarencebicknelfrc 68



Finer - a telegram came in the morning from S. Rdmegging us to go to the Opera today,
& a few minutes later we heard that the Englisly pl@aste” wh. was to have been repeated
for the benefit of the "impresario” (or Manager)antnad had a very bad season, cd. not be
given an a/c of the sudden death of a brothernefad the chief orators & Norm was to be
given instead - We were too late for the train & Hhittle time to lose, but got
the?????'Emmanuele’s’ "legno” & soon set off, irg®. Remo theatre at 1/4 to 2 - not a
soul there, but presently they began to arrive. Ddeches appeared & we took seggioloni in
the 3rd row - about 2.20 the stalls were fairly,falfew boxes also & some 40 or 50 seats in
the pt. The performance was excellent. | was dedifjthe soprano both sang & acted well -
the tenor fair - the basso a splendid voice, oBlyhky said, named Tito. The contralto did
well, but had a somewhat harsh & tremolo voice. @iharus of men was capital- How full of
melody the opera is, albeit too bright for suchageédy. we afterwards had some tea at the
Leaches & then drove home.

Tuesday Feb 25th

Alas, another rainy day to spoil carnival fun oneere- In the afternoon | went out alone,
paying visits & scrambling about the slopy pathtegaces of the hills finally descending to
the "paese"” where | heard singing & going into@meirch found the Exposition still going

on - Here | stayed some time - the loafing menhenRiazza came in in abundance just
before the Benediction - | met a few masques &oagdiome - Bianca & Giuseppe again
went to the Masqued Ball tonight. It seems thay {ey so much for admission, & then so
much for each dance - | think G. said it was 3 sagh dance, but afterwards they rose to 4,
& the 2nd evening they were 5, so he took an abmené paying 4 frs. wh. gave him
permission to dance the whole evening - some wengaisques, others not. G came home at
4 a.m. on

Ash Wednesday - Mrs W & | at 8 p.m. went in to 8edon of the Hotel d'Angleterre, where
Mr & Mrs Hardy acted some scenes from the SchaoBfrandal, & afterwards scenes from
the Taming of the Shrew, assisted by Mr & Mrs Gadg - it was all excellent & the
costumes wonderful, composed of baby's clothes @nidmed table cloths &c &c - They had
a little dancing after but we came in-

Wednesday Feby.26th

A good many at 10.30 service tho' it had snowattla &t 9 a.m., we had Mattins sermon &
H.C. - no commination service- Mrs W & | walked ty@ Borghetto valley in the afternoon,
& explored the grounds of a vineyard on the leftjea must once have been a beautiful
place, when in order - but the little house is rdeserted & the lemons uncared for &
unfruitful - yellow in leaf as they always beconifajot watered & fruit-bearing & of a bright
lemon colour too- Rows & terraces & avenues of dreypresses there were, & we found
abundant anemones & some grape hyacinths- Montgid ags hoary, with its snow
covered pines & so beautiful.

Thursday Feb 27th

| sketched by the Borghetto stream crossing irafte¥noon it was amusing to see the
number of people who came there & ventured ovehted at the stepping stones, & most of
them carrying baskets, off to the anemone beds..

| have been reading one of the Pamphlets abowrédet Pyramid - | had ??7?7?it was so
interesting, tho' | cannot quite go along withth# religious theories - it seems to have
become the gospel of a sect, who also hold to ¢heflof the British nation being the 10 lost
tribes of Israel. In 1881 or 1882, they say theaRyd declares the great salvation of the
Israelites & wrath upon the Gentiles- This weekdyer, the Barmer of Israel, seems to me a
horrible named publication.

Friday Feb 28th
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Pulpit - Litany &c at 10.30. settled with Imperiabout the removal of the woodwork to
enlarge the Chapel - & after dinner went out witrsMR. & Miss Gurney, who had returned
to Bordighera on Ash Wedy Evening.

Began a sketch of our washing place - still coldléudy-

Saturday - March 1st

Lovely day again - Grand anemone & blue hyacintbeehition with Mr French, who
previously lunched with us. Mrs W, Miss Phelps & thMiss Browns - we came back laden
with flowers from the Vallecrosia valley - but waldhot put fresh ones in the Church as the
ones of last Sunday were daily improving.

Sunday March 2nd- Very fine - after evensong | wgnto Villa Novara to see the youngest
Miss Brown's flowers & caterpillars - &c &C - bedutly coloured - a bullfinch was
wonderfully done- Strolled home by the beachittke Iparty for sacred music at the Hardy's
room at 8.30 p.m.

Monday March 3rd

Feeling very tired this morning | went about 9 tawl but couldn't settle down to anything in
the town - the morning light did not seem to swEb-l went on along the watercourse & there
did a little view under the olives, getting backBordighera station by 12 to meet Mr Luigi
Guelfi, my old Savona friend, ‘travelling contrallen the F.A.l, who had at last come to see
me- We went home, & soon Imperiale arrived, & wd hagrand dinner in Italian style, with
some of Janstias chef d'oeuvres- He & | walkedh¢oAsilo in the afternoon & he was his
brother's acquaintance a little girl from Bologralas, language presented my having very
much talk with Guelfi, but he was exceedingly peds& we understood one another fairly
well- at 6 he departed back to Savone-

Tuesday March 4th

| went up the Vallecrosia valley after 12 o.cloblat could not settle to anything - back by
1/4 to 4, when Mrs. W & | with the Gurneys visitbtd Moreno's garden, & | settled on a
subject for a future sketch-

Wednesday March 5th

Sketched along the watercourse in the afternooathee lovely today, tho' clouds hang
about the mountain pretty often, | it is always oisty to see Corsica, both morning &
evening.

Thursday, March 6th

Today there was an Exhibition of sketched in tHeesamanger of the hotel d'Angleterre,
got up by Mr & Mrs Hardy, the purveyors of all dBordighera amusements. The
contributors were Mr Hardy, Mr Peto, Miss Callawayyiss Browns & Lady Estcourt-
between us we had a goodly show, tho' more quahgty quality- it was most amusing to
see the different views of the same place, or idé#ise same subject- e.g. we had all the
paler studies placed together, black palms, graéng yellow palms, stiff, drooping, flying
palms &c &c. Many people came & the denizens offtbiel amused themselves by marking
the 4 they liked best - all were numbered withithials of the artist behind-

After this | walked up to the old fountain & madsrmall sketch there - returning in time to
see Mr Gurney off by the train to Genoa - she heatdhthe sad news of the death of one of
Dr. Macdonald's boys, aged 15, after a fortnighpsd lung illness - this is the 2nd child he
has lost since he came abroad.

A new fish has appeared lately called "gianchett@luseppe says they become
sardines - they are very tiny, only an inch or iedength & are cooked in masses together,
like fritters, very nice indeed - poor little thisigl hope they like giving up their lives for us-
Miss F. Leach came today bringing me a beautiftémical book to look at of the flowers of
the Maritime Alps-

Friday March 7th
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After dinner | walked off to Campo Rosso & begarsketch in the old cemetery, a lovely
spot, though the bone scattered about & vaultfulhem in the further corner are
unpleasant. Mrs W & Miss F. followed taking the abus to the entrance of the Nevia
valley & then walking - but before their arrivalaage party of English from the 'Angleterre”
had visited the cemetery, & they together with @asimen & boys looking on or beginning
had prevented my being dull- At 4.30 we went afiysg to pick double red anemones wh.
grew there by the acre- We had hoped to catch admis, but were a few minutes too late,
so we walked back, & were a bit tired of the hardds & stones - Campo Rosso, is a most
charming place, full of beautiful bits for sketcin

Saturday March 8th After dinner | took the Aplilmssee & gather the glorious anemones of
the Biagio Valley- We scrambled high up on the rig§found many fresh terraces covered
with the more uncommon kind, & came back laden wlttsorts of good things, so that the
Chapel with periwinkles, violets, narcissus, aneesi& myrtle was a sigh worth seeing the
next day- We saw women still picking up oliveseytseemed very small dried up things,
but they assured us they wd. get some oil outerhth

Sunday March 9th Lovely weather still - a crowdVetttins, 70 people | dare say or more -
chairs brought from the Church - offertory lesst28 francs, whereas with 11 people at
8.30 a.m. it had been somewhat over the same susm\M& | had a short stroll on the hills
after evensong. | have had a bad cold lately, & Mrsas been treating me with cold water
compresses outside & salvolatile, tea or hot wirthim- | wish she were better herself, but
she has been so tired lately.

Monday March 10th

At 10.20, or really about 11, | went with Mr Petptpain to Ventimiglia to go on with my
sketch by the river mouth. The Hardys & Callawaysenall at the station going off to Nice -
i.e. via Monte Carlo, the gambling tables, & the@che road; | asked them one & all not to
play, but could only get for an answer that theyen®ot thinking of gambling, but merely of
trying their luck just once for the fun of the thirwith plenty of reasons to justify
themselves, but if people will not think what oifie Is, & what Xtianity means, how can
they live otherwise than by preying on one anothéh so miserable after this that much of
the day's pleasure was spoiled to me - througina@ivealth of colour & sights that horrid
place came before me as a black spot- Mr Peto &llehpleasant morning - he kindly put up
his sketching umbrella for me & there we sat & vemtl& feasted on good things outside &
in for body & mind till about 3 o'clock Mrs W. Midseach & Miss Peto & Trot joined us -
they had been unable to procure the ‘legno’ in€Bsa had come by bus; we went off to the
station & suggested a two horse trap waiting thieréake us up the Roya valley - at 3 frs.
per hour - Who sd. we see getting into anotherltagMrs & Miss Gurney, on their way
home - they were too late for the funeral of Dr Miaald's boy - he had been buried by
moonlight - just outside the cemetery of Porto Hi®now Mrs R.G. had heard of the death
of a dear friend & she wished to hurry back hom#nall possible speed - so now they were
about to drive to Mentone & go on the next day.

We then all drove up the Roya valley - wonderfiifs& caverns hung with
stalactites there are, & beautiful views everywhere went on for about 3 miles or so &
then returned going as far as the Biagio valleygnwve walked home by the Strada Romana.
Meeting a lady on the way with a kind of Ophrys &rge more paper-narcissus found near
Borghetto - we had had a pleasant day - weathé&gierfriends very agreeable- all
beautiful, but the thoughts of Monte Carlo.

Tuedsay March 11th

By the 12 train Mrs W, Miss Leach & | started faxggia. At San Remo station Signor
Bartolomeo Asquasciati met us - but travelled it Stadia of Bordighera, & M.
Bischoffsheim as far as Taggia- Then we set oukiwwalto find flowers- It was 5 years since
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Mr A. had been here but he knew the localities Wit he shewed us where a very dark
variety of anemone grew, a splendid purple - therdwerged into lanes with mossy & fern
grown walls, much more verdant & beautiful than watks about here. Sat to eat our
luncheon, & then went on scrambling up terracéstid good height above the valley & in
view of Catellare & the Sanctuary of Lampedusa ame to a spot where the paper
narcissus, N. papyracenus grew abundantly - we alssat a week or two too late, but it was
still very beautiful in masses of the purest wh#eace above terrace.

Then winding along the hillside & descending weeao the beds of yellow
narcissus, very like English daffodil, but with sherown & all much larger - We had indeed
a good time of it - we then came back towards tagos, & searched by the bed of the river
for the white iris which grows there, but it wag get in bloom. On the shore we saw the
leaves of a rare plant called Pancratium said teelg beautiful, & blossoming in August &
September-

We reached home by 7, after having tried variossynaines while waiting for the train in
the little ristorante close to Taggia station.

Wednesday March 12th Busy distributing flowers thisrning- After dinner Mrs W. & |

went to see the famous Mr. Miler of Bristol, whosvgdaying a day or two with Mrs. Boyce,
& was coming to give us an account of his workeast so we thought. Mrs Rose kindly lent
her rooms, & they were pretty full- it turned oatlde a pr. meeting only, with 2 hymns, 2
extempore prayers & a long discourse on S. JoHn3iior rather on hell-fire, conversion, &
the joy of our reigning with Xt & condemning theuis if only we would believe & so
become God's children - Il thought it very horrilileo’ | liked the man & rejoiced that his
heart was so much better than his horrible credtr Ahis a little fresh air & sketching of
palms along the water-course was very refreshidged. We each took a tract away with us,
one of them Mrs W's advocating the value of givamgch alms now to get much hereatfter.
Italian lesson today.

Thursday March 13th

Went on with my sketch & then hunted for flowersthaMrs W> finding red tulips on the
way to Borghetto - Mrs W. was obliged to go homéréearly gave us the quest, but as
usual, just at the last, came upon them. An abwelahlady tulips were also there, & blue
hyacinths, but the former not yet quite out - Totlayas much amused by the boys who sat
to watch me & who sang canzoni to me at intervals-

Friday March 14th

Finished my sketch & walked with Mrs W. towards Sagetting some large "Muscari" on
the way, we returned by the old tower.

Saturday March 15th

Walked to the foot of the precipice of the Cimavtinte by the Borghetto valley, & there
beneath in the rocks with a lovely view in all diens & a wilderness of coronilla, butcher's
broom, violets &c &c found 2 new plants - a sortyeflow wallflower on the rocks &
abundance of blue squills, Scillia Italica belova, lovely spot is this so quiet. We descended
into the Biagio valley, getting double anemones&came home to prepare the Chapel.
Sunday March 16th

Preached about Monte Carlo in the morning & thermretd "the 2 sons" in the afternoon -
then took a short stroll to the Sasso valley gettilue flags & a curious rock plant just
beginning to bloom - called on the Aplins & homdea when Imperiale came & had a
pleasant chat with me afterwards till nearly 10ock. Mrs F. had had rheumatism today -
but she has looked so much better this last weélasi been quite a treat.

Monday 17th March

Off by the 6.40 train for Alassio - a brilliant mong & the early sunshine over the pale blue
sea was delightful- Porto Muarizio & Oneglia juslybnd me looked their best - | longed to
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get out at Diano Marina or at Pigna d'Andora, kenalleys both, for pink anemones, or
Anemone Hepatica seemed abundant & other flowsts-dl got out finally at Laiguelia at
about 9 a.m. & strolling along by the sands sawesésphodel in bloom. Thyme up the hills
abundant, shells, a kind of brown cockle & purpglealve, as in England but of far brighter
colour, with a few kinds of seaweed on the shageite a treat after our barren coast for at
Bordighera the sea only returns us our land-ref@sgyes us nothing of her own in the
shape of vegetable life- The water shallower tbalahg from Laigualia to Alassio about
11/2 distant & so Italians come there for sea Iatim the summer- TO see perfectly
transparent blue waves breaking gently on the samdglelicious - as one never sees it in
England - | sat down & made a sketch in my smatikoof the coat by Alassio with the
island of Gallinara, & then walked on to the towogking out for Mr Congreve's office with
whom | was to lunch- It is a nice town with fine @bh - one good long street with
unusually good Italian shops - Presently | cameltpe post office, & a woman kindly
volunteered to take me o his villa, about 3 mistatit - here | found him, his wife, & a son -
had luncheon & then out we went for a beautifulkatal a little ruined chapel a good way
above the road & railway line on the next headlaviitgnce we cd. see the coast &
mountains for many a mile, with the valley of Allgaanot far off us - A grand piece of rock
scenery, with pines, abundance of caroubas, a Bhggurge "Euphorbia dendloides” |
think, & olives - the olives there are quite ditat to those at Bordighera - being more
upright & far less ragged pendulous & picturesdqué-the carouba trees of the brightest
greens brighten up the hills wonderfully- flowers acared there so it wouldn't do for me - |
brought some rough baskets in the town at 8 sa#d&soldis respectively & returned by the
5 p.m. train, reaching home soon after 7, with beskull of plants & packets full of sand &
shells & myself as dirty & tired as usual after axgursion.
Tuesday March 28th
After dinner | went out with Captain Voss - strdagst wind blowing, but brilliant sunshine.
| was to have gone with Imperiale to Signor Carld&ssion's palm garden, to see it, &
choose some palms for a friend, who wished to sesth to England- However as Imperiale
was late in coming to me, | was obliged to statf &iMrs. W. was good enough to go after
the Palms for me - | had been asked to get gresrches, but as the outside ones are
somewhat rough & ragged & brown & the good bougitkiware wanted to tie round the
ones to begin being bleached shortly for next ggacking the green ones were nearly as
expensive as the white - & Mr C. R. said he woalther let me have bleached than green
ones - | though tho' they would not have been rttwae 1/2 franc each, but they were a
franc, 4 for gathering, packing, porterage &c, &6 fr. odd for ending them to England,
so that the total expense of sending 24 palm dmsiteb0 francs - They arrived next day
nicely done up with enough leaves round them &mgfroord-

| found the Captain's ready & off we went up bg bed of the Sasso Convent to
avoid the wind & walked on & on to find a suitalplace for sketching, - | noted some
Viburnum Pinis, large yellow Antirrhinum & a hugedh of Heath in full blossom on the
way & it near the bridge across the stream werades covered with the scarcer anemones.
We went on some way further to a point the Captaticed, but the light wasn't any good
for sketching it at that time of day, so | lookdzbat for something else, & finally we settled
down to draw the view looking up the stream - Ab@t hr. | spent over it, & then the
Captain felt he must return, so we set off & onway back | had a good deal of rock &
terrace climbing to get the heath which was intheainaccessible place- With some
orchises & ferns | had a nice bouquet some for Whss, & some for home of course.
Wednesday March 19th
St. Joseph's day, a festa, but our Giuseppe dieeyi it, nor did | - & none of us ate S.
Joseph's fritters - Mrs W. & | went out exploriray flowere right up to near Vellebuona but
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on the opposite side of the valley, crossing howavéength & coming back via Borghetto
& the high road - we found only a few scarlet tajifhey must have been picked - tho' a new
place for them - & some lady tulips.
Tonight Mrs. F. had one of her very bad attacksds w great pain all night, so that
Thursday March 20th
She was obliged to spend in bed, worn out, & | ey just allowed in for a few minutes. It
rained all the morning, but in the afternoon bregted up so that Mrs. W & |, joined by the
Callaways whom we overtook on the Marina, all w&rsiat on the rocks by the Capo
watching the lovely green waves, & | made a ligfketch - Giuseppe went by 1st train -
Mentone & despatched the palms grande vitesse.
Friday Mrch 21
Mrs. F. much better, but in bed - pouring day thie afternoon | paid some calls & had much
pleasant talk - busy at home they were prepariniyifoCorbet's arrival - a grand tidying up
of rooms & flowers &c tho' owing to the wet weatliee Mason had not come to mend the
floor of my sitting room, wh. daily gets worse -@ol shall go in, if he doesn't come - the
1st 2 floors of the house seem to have been vetly Ibailt-

Today | painted several flowers, but they are dh&/merest sketches, just sufficient
for recognition-
My photos. have come home some days, & tho' ngt geod in execution seem to me very
fair & also rather flattering likenesses, so that least am satisfied- One or two people
however say they wdn't have recognized me - howtaddthat we seem to see one another
so differently, as well as hear & understand & Itivem differently-
At 8.30 | set off in the 'legno’ to meet Mr. Corla¢tVetimiglia - such a soaking night - train
late - doganiere very slow over the 1st luggagexXanine & kept us waiting a long time -
At last we got off - R.W.C. looking well - reachkdme at 101/4 - &c &c &c.
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March 22nd 1878. My last vol of Diary opens witpauring day - but it cleared a bit
towards noon, & after dinner, RCW & | were ablayt a walk along the coast road as far as
Rachel's well, & to enjoy the bright sea & flowe®n our way back we picked garlic & blue
irises, and so the Chapel next day was brilliatihwed, white & blue-
Sunday March 23rd
Fairly fine - a stroll after Evensong & some calls.
Monday March 24th
| went by the 10.20 i.e. 10.40 or 50 train to Vemglia to go on with my sketch by the river
mouth, the swollen & muddy torrent gave me no atitens, & a rising wind & drifting
clouds made it not very comfortable, while the smange was hidden & the colour
everywhere poor - | had other troubles too to cmhteith - | broke my bottle of wine &
water in the bag & soaked it & a sketch book &c edce nearly lost my best paint-brush in
the stream- Some blue flax & another new plantgvggowing near the river-
About 12.30 Miss Callaway arrived & she & | thenlked off up the Roya valley till we
found a good view of the cliffs there, & whereaeesed somewhat more sheltered - we
encamped in the high road, & had consequently nspegtators. Presently Dr Goodchild
joined us, made a slight pencil sketch, & then wentlower hunting up the valley; returning
in a hour or so's time with a bouquet of blue Anambepatica - While with us Mrs. Walker,
Mrs Callaway & R.W.C. came up on a carriage, haethe Ventimiglia Station, the same
fellow we had had before. They drove on up theeyall we sketched awhile longer & then
clambered up under the cliffs for flowers findingpaely mallow growing there in great
bushes, & also several kinds of spurge, coromtlaidenhair &c - the caves in the rocks
seem lined & hung with ferns- Our party returnesbakith Hepaticas & then we all drove
home, after a pleasant outing-
Reading & mat-making &c at night-
Tuesday March 25th
H.C. at 8.30 - A friend, J. Pearson in the chapad had come the night before to spend one
day in B. on his way to Rome. So he breakfasted ust& after mattins, | took him up the
Camadi Monte & down into the Vallecrosia valleyste the squills & anemones & pink
tulips as well as the views - such a lovely, bat homid walk - Home by 1.30 with a new
kind of Orchis - & soon after, went with the Crl Bloreno's?? garden to sketch leaving Mr
P in RWC's care for the afternoon. Miss C & | sp2hburs over some difficult palm groups,
but cdn't get on at all.

At 5 I went in to Casa Corradi to a social gathgri
Wednesday March 26th
A little before 3 Mrs W., R.W.C. & | went to theasion to see the arrival of the sub-prefect
&c - our very best Bordighera carriages were theeeM. Lozeron's & Michele's - Mr.
Bischoffsheim, our syndic &c &c - the train wasdatat last they came tho', & the great
people drove off amid an admiring crowd to the paes pretty arch of evergreens, & palms
& blossoming heath &c had been erected at the megrto the station. Masts with the Italian
tricolor flying lined the road - On the arch wasiascription saying that the workmen's
society welcomed the distintissimi Signor-prefdtsotto-prefetto there. We walked up to
the oratory of S. Bartholomew, & got thro' the ctbat the doors & were given seats, choir
stalls - the altar &c were covered up in red -cpie of Humbert the Kind with flags rested
on it, & behind red tables within rails sat the thogs & a few ladies - Many English &
foreigners were in the choir, & the rest of theldhng crowded with Italians - Trot lay guilty
in Mrs W's lap- The schoolmaster read a long papexducation, wh. | cd. not hear for the
noise at the doors, except occasional words sliseritimento religioso™" &c - it was
interrupted in the middle by the arrival of Mrs 8ffsheim- the prizes were then given
away to the children - the 1st ones were good safmwoney | believe, the books looked
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very poor things - then began recitations dialogugsn front of the great folk, with one
piece of choral music in unison, & at intervalsotinghout the whole proceedings, Imperiale
& the rest of the brass band played, well but hgiga the West Gallery - the dialogues were
very good- the children acted them much more threas @t home wd. have done, & all the
play of the hands seemed easy & natural, they sg¢éorgave little or no shyness, tho' there
was nothing coarse or forward about it - | enjogéldhis extremely - One or two quite little
mites did remarkably well - The Bp. of Ventimiglaas there & several clergy-

Mrs W. & | went out just before the end - a greatwd on the piazza - a storm came
on, & for an hour or two the weather threatenedramak up altogether & stop the evenings
festa, but after a while it began to clear, & by'@ock was starry & pleasant. | went out with
Giuseppe to see the illuminations &c & found p?#8teff blazing down the marina - we
mounted to the Capo where it became clear the diresvplaced there would not be set off
yet awhile, so we went on down the Strada Romasa¢d\Vl. Bischoffsheim's great palace -
the towers, & arch in front of his gateway eredikd the other by the working men's society
of which he is honorary president, & the parapetsi$ house & the balustrade by the road
all covered with what looked like Chinese lantersit were lights surrounded by coloured
tissue paper - this was very pretty - no shuttegsevghut, so we cd. see into the house well,
& there along with hundreds of others we stoodherbad an hour or more, watching the
promenadings of the great folk within with no Bthmusement- We saw the Company come
out from dinner - the band arrive - then they thogven windows & appeared in the portico -
presently the music struck up & a rocket from theugds of the villa signalled the time for
the fireworks to be let off - (tirare) from the Mechini tower, the Capo & any open site on
the hills above - The were plenty of rockets ofatiént kinds, but we did not go away from
road, enjoying the music- The workmen's Societyamed in with huge bouquets about 2 ft.
in diameter of white & pink Carnations, which hadaed in the morning by train & were
carried in boxes - A few men went up the steps &pnted them to Madame Bischoffsheim
&c - about 9.30 a large display of fireworks seerteednnounce that all was over &
Giuseppe & | went home, leaving RWC., Mrs W & M&Miss Patrick, whom we had met
also in the Strada, still there - Later the B. lowss illuminated with coloured fires, & at 11,
the band & great proportion of people accomparg giliests of M. Bischoffsheim to the
station & saw the Prefect & other worthies off h#td been a great success & all appeared
pleased.

Thursday March 27th

At midday accompd. by Joseph | went to the traiméet Miss Phelps & her charges the 4
Miss Browns, who were all going to take me flowenting at Diano Marina. We were in a
great state, when we saw the train arriving & Mis$iad not come - alas! She was waiting
for J. to carry a heavy basket - | ought to have Ban up to her Villino- The ticket office
was shut, & people got into the train, when we Bawcoming, & we all managed to get in,
tho' there was some difficulty about it all, as &l no tickets- One can take them tho' in the
train on Italian lines, & apparently the Contro#dviaggiante of the train gets some profit by
the travelers doing so - We had a grand luncheadheinrain with plates & knives & forks &
tumblers balanced & held with difficulties, chick&salad, soda-water &c - how we did eat!
After 1hr. 40 min we reached Diano Marina & werdasened by the Station Master, late of
Bordighera, who to his great grief & everyone dlad been sent there, while the D.M.
people & the Capo himself bewailed the loss ofrtfreend also- It seems to be the way here
- to change a man when he at length fits well mgoberth & take him off to try & fit
elsewhere-

We were soon off in the fields & saw at once ftteelpink anemones- then crossing
the river & going along the road we came to a plakhere other white & pink anemones
grow, & which | had marked from the train on my wayAlassio- Then we scrambled about
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picking orchises, tulips, scarlet pea &c, crossedriver on stones & in water, did a little
more walking, & finally took the train home againcaut 5.30, after a pleasant & bright day-
At night however, a great ;storm came on, with delg rain, & on

Friday, March 28th

The road near us was flooded & we did not ringlték for the Litany, knowing that no-one
cd. possibly come. It cleared however by midday &hie afternoon | sat on the rocks above
the road by S. Ampeglio's Chapel sketching thes\aelow me- In the evening the Hardys
& Mrs & Miss Callaway came & we had a good deasioiging.

Saturday March 29th

Being the last fine day at Bordighera of old frisndie ???Mr Hardy & Miss Callaway went
off at 8.30 to Rachel's Well; we cd. not get thBoye legno to take us, but engaged it to
bring us back at 1/4 to 12. We had a hot walk, ahsbme time in settling what to sketch &
finally all sat down far removed from one anothemnine was a bad choice, & my work a
failure- We were back by 12.15 & | had my lastiiallesson, as the Profr. had to go off to
Milan to undertake the Editorship of a French & Estgpaper, till lately issued at Florence-
Mr Congreve V.C. came by the 12 train & had dinngh us - remaining till 4.

Miss P, the Miss Browns & | packed up drawingsdorart exhibition at San Remo, & Miss
Patrick sent some picture frames adorned withdimes, acorns, &c &c-

R.W.C. & Mrs W. went to S. Remo shopping at 4 &atra little walk with Trot, whom
however | had to carry nearly all the way-

Sunday- March 30th -As usual - but some nasty ggeslb a white garlic??cross the same as
last Sunday's in the Chapel - it seem to live at?@Il out of water. Many parsons at
service today, 6 at least-

A short walk & a few calls after evensong.

Monday March 31st

Went to the station at 6.40 to see the Callawalys mipil after breakfast, & painting a
scarlet anemone with my new colours which hadsitdame from Newman's on Saturday,
registered - including carmine, violet carmine erosadder, permanent scarlet & crimson,
intense blue, purple &c. Even with these | failedyet anything like the brilliancy of the
anemone colouring. At 12. RWC. & | went off by trdor Cannes - An hour & more,
stoppage at Ventimiglia, so we sat on a terraceabite Roya valley high-road & ate our
lunch, going on at 1/4 to 1 by French (Paris) tithat is 11/2 by Roman- A bright day, blue
iris, tree spurge, a few gladiolis, purple stock&aong the line near Mentone masses of the
little pink Anemone & b7 Antibes a field of brilli scarlet tulips. The harbour of Villafranca
had 9 French men of war in it- We reached Cannesbbyt 4.15 (out time) & went to the
pleasant Beau Séjour Hotel- A walk up the Califarnill before dinner - lovely view over
the Estrelles - out again after table d'hote & ha@aey very very tired, & so to bed.
Tuesday, April 1st 1879

Up early - sketched the Estrelles range from myd@mad window - breakfast, & a nice walk
to the Chapel of S. Antoine a should in the Htéstward looking down upon Vallauris &
the potteries, Antibes & the Coast - from a somewvaigher point we could see Nice- it was
a dull day, but not cold, so we sat on the rocksenltsketched the Lérins islands & we
talked of many things - We could see the 2 Islaniéarly from this point, the nearest that of
S. Marguerite where Basaine was, & escaped, oerathence he was allowed to escape as
the Cannes people say - the next island of St. Hbdmehence S. Patrick, S. Vincent of
Lérins & others lived- An old tower still remainshe monastery & chapel have been rebuilt
& are now used by Cistercians. The Esterel moustara rather too green & red when the
sun shines on them, but at sunrise or sunset tledyHigher & the form is at all times very
beautiful- As we were walking along the water ceusshich brings water to the town from
Grasse, & enjoying the heath in the pinewood ihtdldom, intermingled with shrubs of
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arbutus, myrtle &c (there were some cork trees-plse met a procession of 141
caterpillars, in perfect line each touching anotenoving on slowly - in one place however
the line got a little broken & we in trying to mendy taking caterpillars from behind made
it worse, & the creatures seemed puzzled whilel gtidalf moved on in a stately way
unconscious that some of the brethren were notiebetb ‘follow my leader' the head of the
27 stood still, & looked or smelt about- | thinleyhwent by scent - a few got quite loose &
walked back &c - However | hear they always do jagain & go on, but where or why |
don't know - they are the creatures | have noticegteat cocoons round the end shoots of
pines on the hills- As we came back we looked tor(&K.) friends quite expecting to find
them, but not a trace of them could we anywhere see

Lunch, table d'héte, at 1- Then we walked to thederde Galles Hotel, a new one built in 6
months & sumptuously furnished, commanding a meatuhbful view - & spent the afternoon
pleasantly with the Bp. of Lichfield - Dined at 1617, & to bed early.

Wednesday, April 2nd A rainy morning, getting wereewever about 9.30 we went out &
walked straight thro' the town by the main roath® Bocca, where grow the umbrella pines,
some splendid fellows- We passed numberless layaaigens, with banksia roses hanging in
festoons from the trees & beds of brilliant cinexsy cyclamen &c &c - Cannes is the richest
place in vegetation | think | have seen, but evémgre are notices, "défense d'entrer” "point
de passage", "entrée défendre aux étrangers”,selaterdite” &c &c- & the villas, hotels &
walls & roads have done all possible to sport plaisadise-

| have forgotten to mention a visit to the neckaofd East of the East bay called La
Croisette, which we paid before dinner last nightrom whence one has a fine view of the
Esterel range with a foreground of rocks, & a rleak at the fortress & prison of Ste.
Marguerite - The wind was blowing hard from the t-&sthe shore was strewn with roots &
leaves of grass wrack, (Zostera)- very curious $eatld cover the shore here- it seems that
pieces of cane, seaweed, or wrack get covered thpsand & what looks almost like hair, &
is | think that of the wrack, the waves rolling skeeabout they grow larger & larger & we saw
them all beautifully rounded in every size fromttbfa marble to a cricket ball - apparently
all hair & sand, but breaking them the inside pbteebe something else-

Coming back from the Bocco we were overtaken gyeat storm - | bought a green
jug for 1 franc, 2 valiansis?? vases for flowers/& laid in a supply of Palermo oranges &
cakes for the 1/4 past 7 train- Who sd. | meetgnagery but a very old friend, Mr Crace; &
at the Hotel a college friend once Moore also erthioo whom | knew well & found to be at
Cannes - clergy swarm there & everywhere now-

At 1.15 we started, raining still - my sketchirngrasol all | had taken, looking very
gueer so drenched - it had let the spray of theasiwell as an occasional drop come
through-

At Ventimiglia we found a carriage & were home sadter 3, before Mrs. F. expected us, &
very pleasant our meeting was - Giuseppe had gotieetstation to look for us so | went to
fetch him back.

Thursday April 3rd

Heard today that the amateur exhibition of pictunegdlework &c at S. Remo was still
going on - the Miss Browns & Dr Goodchild & a MiEsarlton & | had all sent
contributions. Also Miss Patrick some picture framnadorned with fircones, acorn cups, &c
&c.

Mrs W. & | went in by train at 4.14 therefore, & lkad straight to the Asilo Infantile where
it was held - admission 1 fr. for the benefit of tharity- There were some nice drawings
there - soon after 5, 3 sisters who care for thidem & a dear old friend arrived - & he
played on the harmonium, his own, very well, wiide children sang both choruses & solos-
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They then had cakes & sweets given them. | enjayedich - a little shopping, a cup of tea
at Mr Leach's, a train 1/2 an hour late at leastpdome-
5 kittens born today, 3 drowned-
Sketch
Friday April 4th
After dinner Mrs W., RWC & | took the yellow legrio the Roya Valley - a slight rain at
intervals- there we picked blue hepaticas, mallgslipw antirrhinum & a few new flowers
& were home by 6 o'clock-
Reading, mat-making &c upstairs-
Saturday April 5th
A walk to shew R.W.C. scarlet anemones &c in therabon - a very hot day - then tea &
talk at Mrs. Rose's-
Sunday April 6th
Beautiful groups of Palms had been arranged behmdcreens so, (SK) and 2 palm
blossoms arrived early in the morning which | hael pleasure of drawing out of their
sheaths, and then sketching out their wiry whissbhes covered with thousands of buds,
(SK) I put them in the altar vases.
Monday April 7
Such a sea today after tremendous floods- we wesadynan island at Villa Rosa - the
lemons near were standing out in the water, frditthe gully behind Casa Bianca brings
down floods of water from the hills in such timest& passage is somewhere stopped, so
that it never reaches the sea-

A good deal of wood on the shore again todaya@sAutumn, & the people were
collecting odds & ends - | picked up some goodledish bones-
In the afternoon Mrs. W. & | sketched a bit on theks by the Capo, where 2 of the Miss
Browns presently joined us - we read Parables @gdment & tried to protect ourselves
from the waves which occasionally dashed theiryspxa&r where we were located, &
surrounded the rock with foam, by my large umbeella
Wednesday April 9th
Heard of the Cambridge Boatrace victory today & gesht fun in consequence - at once we
i.e. RWC & | decorated ourselves with light bluerganlets & paper for waistcoats, urged on
of course by the Oxonian feelings of the ladiessdlieach, a friend of the winners too
arrived, to make matters more trying & the conktester- At dinner the room was found with
blue sheets of paper, the covers of music hangingd the walls, a blue flag surmounting he
oranges, light blue flowers on the table- & alagkthe Oxonians worse & more showy than
all, the sky had got rid of its clouds & was batit in the true colours - Giuseppe had got up
a sentence, "l am glad that C. has won" & sai@itwvell at dinner. Then Mrs. F. dressed
herself up in a dark blue cloak & cap adorned withols & worsteds & finally Mrs. W. & |
went out walking she with a large piece of darkeldined round her neck, & me with a good
blue pamphlet sticking out of my breast pocket. Wdd a scramble up the falde of Monte
Nero, & found a few nice flowers-
Thursday April 10th
| paid some calls & had a little afternoon strddiray - finding a yellow orchis &c &c - H.C.
at 12 at Bordighera Hotel.
Good Friday April 11th
Services at 8, 10.30, 2 & 5:
A lovely day - but | have omitted to tell of thestanight's enjoyment- At 6 o'clock | started
up to the Parish Church to see the Sepulchre -logg}y it was with pots of camellias,
marguerites, arums &c &c - in front of a side gltahich had a picture of the dead Xt before
it-
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Many candles on the floor &c- & forms & chairs edund- where many were praying- | then
went in to the Aplins, who presently arrived & agkee to have tea with them, & about 1/4
to 8 we all went to the Oratory, where 2 Nocturwese nearly over, being said by the
Confraternity of men of whom my tailor is Priorghiear- He seeing me sent a message
asking me into choir, but this | declined, so adtanwvas kindly brought me & cut in two &
suck on the back of the seat in front, & | followtbe office to the finish - by the end of the
3rd. Nocturne the place was full, & the excitemefnthe children grew every moment more
intense, waiting for the time when they might makew at the close of the Miserere- &
they did make it indeed - with feet, stamping & ping, & with great wooden rattle wh. the
children has been using for a day or two to frighdevay devils, shew their dislike of Judas,
or imitate the Jews according to different intetatiens- Giuseppe used to be quite afraid of
going into the Church on these days when a litthg kho' protected by a rattle he did
venture- The behaviour in the oratory was disgraede office rubrick prescribes a slight
noise, but here was a regular shindy & boys & gidshing one another, struggling &
frightening, & people talking out loud just as thehose- There was also plenty of talking in
the choir, but it must have been dull work for then saying all those psalms without
understanding them, & singing the beautiful Bildetions to such odd & tedious music. A
French lady who came in & sat next me- sang & elkd her friend alternately - but they
all did sing the Benedictus well & heartily indeed!

Well, the instant the row was somewhat over,halmen in choir began struggling
with surplices, "a la chemise de nuit" pattern,esafc &c - No, a sermon 1st by a priest of
S. Remo on the Lord washing the disciples feetwlofl hear little - he imitated the sitting
down by doing so for an instant himself- then thsting began, & the prior washed 3 men's
feet, i.e. just dabbed them with water & kissedrthkneeling & girt, at the sanctuary steps-

There was a general scrimmage, preparing carajesng up, the washing, the
gospel being read at the altar &c &c all going ttha same time-

Then out we went & so on the procession startecbh&his was lovely- Imagine a clear
starlight night - those picturesque streets & hewsigh candles in most of the windows,
though with 1/2 closed shutters - here & thereaaibly Roman lamp on the door step- lights
lighted before images in the wall &C (SK) - thetoag procession - huge wax torches, boys
& men in white & red, handkerchiefs round their tiganightcap like, the band playing dead
marches, in the middle a great crucifix, last otz prior & sub-prior with silver sticks &c -
the Stabat mater sung at intervals - imaginegtosession winding about the narrow streets
- heads out of windows &c &c- | saw it pass thrice followed it up & down 2 streets - at
last in 1/2 hour it returned to the Church, & ieyrall went to have more music & also say
prayers &c at the Sepulchre.

Of course everyone went into the Church, but wetwweme, Mrs. W. RWC &
Joseph had been together, & | returned with thather tired- Good Friday | have spoken
of.

Easter Eve April 12th

H.C. at 8 at 10.30, after a nice chat with Imperabout H.C. | went up the hills of Monte
Nero with Giuseppe, to get heath &c home by 1.80 &htired, having hardly got anything
but arums &c had arrived & we all worked hard ie #fternoon, & by 5 the Chapel was
lovely & ready for Evensong - The palms taken dd@mG. Friday were up again - & an
abundance of marguerites, periwinkle, roses, g&di&c. A bright evensong, but not so
well attended as it wd. have been had there nat Adwavy storm about 4 o'clock, with
thunder- After service some friends stayed to cetepll, & one lady wd. get up onto the
scaffolding where the heavy tubs of earth filledhwialms were- | was just underneath
handing up evergreen & flowers, when down it athea& almost miraculously neither of us
were hurt at all - we just escaped right & left.
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Easter Day April 13th

A lovely morning, but mistral in the afternoon. &mmunicants in all, no sermon at mattins,
when we sung Psalms & all- & RWC preached in therabon. | had finished my mat the
night before, so | made fringe-

Monday April 14th

Rain again - flower painting & letters in the margj calls in the afternoon - & packing for at
6 pm | was off by the express train for Florence-

A pleasant journey to Genoa, reaching it aboutl 32w Signor Luigi Guelfi at Savona
Station, & much surprised he was - he introducedartes wife & begged me to stop on my
way back. An hour's rest at Genoa - then by thg agh train, not so comfortable- but | slept
a intervals to Pisa reaching it about 4.40- Sonffeedhere & then off again in another train
via Empoli at 5.35. A dull morning; the Apenninekite with snow - vines & mulberries in
the fertile plain fast coming out - purple orchasind of white grape hyacinth (?), & a white
umbelifer abundant- enjoyed the long open 2ndsatasriage much; reached Firenze soon
after 8, & went to Hotel de I'Europe, where | wasfiesoon found my friends the Callways
who had been so kind at Bordighera & who had ndwe@sne to pay them a visit South- We
had breakfast & then started for Uffizzi Palaceevehwe spent some time over the pictures, |
was delighted to see old friends & to make new asgance- Those in the Tribune seem to
me much overrated - but of course the great MadohRaphael is very beautiful. | much
like the S.J.B. but it now strikes me that the #&fh & leg are not well managed.
Albertinellis visitation, Andrea del Sarto's Madan& Saints, Fr. Angelico's Coronation,
also marriage & death of the B.V.M., a little Jinditf Botticelli highly praised by Ruskin, a
woman by Madame Le Brun, some small works of G.dMe& F. Van Mieris - a S.
Sebastian by Sodoma all struck me much - alsdl@ Guido Reni, whose works | cordially
detest generally, but here was a lovely childftxd being kissed by S.J.B. We came home
to luncheon & afterwards went to the Church of Stace. (SK) The last time | was it was
in May 1865, when the King was here & the statuPante was being unveiled. It is
delightful to see all these buildings again - Ms& | were disappointed that we could so
little see Giotto frescoes in Sta. Croce, owinth®absence of light, & the spoiling of what
there was by the hideous modern glass- The old ghagther windows is not of a kind | like
either such a mixture of all assorted bright cadowvithout whites sufficient-

Miss C. & | then walked to the Cathedral & Baptysstopping in the latter some time to see
the baptisms, wh. are only celebrated here, & theery untidy sung vespers when 4 poor
old cantors in capes looked very wretched & sung waserably. Chatting, small talking &c
abundantly all very odd & unprofitable. | went ®little private stroll before dinner, &
walked into Sta. Maria Novella. Dined at 6, playauist after & Miss C. sang us some
charming Scotch songs - a little more fresh aih&nt to bed, well tired-

Wednesday April 16th

Up about 7 & out by 8. Went into the Sta. Trinitase by, where are Ghirlandaio's beautiful
frescoes of the Life of St. Francis- Many confessi& communions going on-

Breakfast at 1/4 to 9, town hours! Then Mr & Mis£Q walked to the Convent of S. Mark
& spent a delightful morning there. The monks ave/ all scattered, & it is National
museum. In the library are cases full of folio segwooks exquisitely illuminated, taken
from the Suppl???monasteries of Italy. | never sagh a vast & splendid collection before.
Book cases too along the walls were full of thettme- Convent frescoes are beautiful indeed,
& several easel paintings from the Sacristy of SNdvella are also in the cells, being
copied. We spent a long time looking at the greatiixion in the Chapter House or
Refectory, & forget which, saw the rooms of Savatewith certain relics of him, the
frescoes of Br. Bartolommeo & all those in the €&lith Br. Angelico or rather Giovanni of
Fiesole had painted- When last there the monks stérén the convent & | did not half see
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its wealth- We had a most delightful morning- noh¢he fatigue of a picture gallery -
pictures few, good, & not crowded together & almalsby one missed so that one did not
get utterly bewildered in half an hour- We walkemhte to luncheon via the ??? market,
where were chestnuts steaming, baskets of Nespaldibul brass lamps, crockery &c &c &
then in the afternoon walked out of the city by Beeta Romana, up a grand lax & cypress
avenue to some hospital or institution & then byiading road up & down several hills, in a
very roundabout way to S. Miniato. | had forgotteat the Church was such a grand old
building with its' raised choir inlaid ambone &c &tso the windows of the latter filed with
thin sheets of marble- It is only used as a momasteapel - the tombs in the adjoining
cemetery are hideous enough, with sham paper wg@pilows?? in pots, on many of them.
| wondered if they were signs of "mitigated grefextreme 'depths of woe'- The view over
Florence was lovely- | went by myself to Alimari&snvested in some few photos of the S.
Mark's frescoes- Music & talk after dinner.
Thursday April 17th
Went by myself to Or S. Michele before breakfastis part of an old market loggia - the
bottom ground floor leaving the Church with 2 st@rabove it. A wonderful mosaic &
sculpture tabernacle & baldachino within, some mitg of stained glass in the highly
decorated windows, & without canopies filled withef marble & bronze figures, on the
walls, Luca della Robbia ware &c &c.
| also inspected the Piazza d. Signoria more chyefuthen returned to breakfast.
Afterwards we all walked to the Pitti Palace enjmyits treasures greatly - the celebrated
Murillo did not so much please me, but the Madodelta Seggiola, del Gran Duca,
Perugino;s Deposition, a still lovelier only by Bartolommeo, a S.J. Baptist of Andrea del
Sarto, quite unlike his ordinary colouring, wererad sufficient to make a journey to
Florence worth the time & cost.

After luncheon we walked to S. Lorenzo & the Meditapel, Michael Angelo's
work is more wonderful than beautiful- It was aatrého’ to see the wrestlers & other ancient
sculpture in the Uffizi palace - one wearies o#idlpictures, tables, altars &c everywhere.
Then to Sta. Maria Novella, where | had only ateutour to study with the help of Ruskin
the wonderful frescoes of the Spanish Chapel. Tiehad to take Miss Calloway to her
singing master, a dear old priest. Mr C & | madme@urchases, an earthenware warming-
hand pot, made near Pistoia, & a pair of old (%a?) blue & yellow vases for our Chapel
here- It is pleasant to shop with someone else-can bargain better, disagreeable tho' it be
at all times- We also brought a white hat, felt, 7@/2 francs- | wished much to go & see the
new imitation Majolica works close to the Porta Roma, but had no time they only base 2ce.
a week, & then. Everything is snapped up immedyatéiear - nothing above 1£- nothing
less than 1/2 franc.
Whist &c after dinner.
Friday April 18th
Up earlier - out by 7, in a little sunshine at lasalked to the Giardini Pubblici, near S.
Miniato, & for about 3/4 hour sketched Florencethwis now rushing yellow river Arno
below me & glimpses of snow mountains in the distarAfter breakfast some of them went
off to the Hotel de la Ville to enquire if anythiigd been heard of Mrs. Hardy's gold watch,
lockets, seals &c &c, which she must have lostedheshe fancied the baby had hidden them
- but it is more likely they were stolen during Ipacking- A great loss to her, - no good
news of them-
It poured hard, but at last Mr & Miss C. & | drowea cap? (course 1 franc) to the
Accademia, which | enjoyed more than all thingse-stayed there a good 2 hours, ???7?in the
works of Fra Angelico, Fra F. Lippi; Botticelli, @abue, Giotto & a wonderful Epiphany by
Gentile da Fabiano. Perugino's Assumption, Agony&& - | saw some really faithful
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copies of F. Angelico's Judgement &c. Miss C. slteme other rooms | had never seen
before, full of Angelico's Lippi-

After luncheon it cleared & we took a carriage & to the Certoa about 3 miles from
Firenze - Many other visitors were there - A plesasaonk, an Italian from S.M. degli

Angeli at Rome who had been here about a yeawesheur party & a few others over.
There are lovely tombs designed by Orcagna of 4tle dr 15th Century & uninjured, such
as those in Sta. Croce must have been before theytwodden almost level. | plied the dear
man with questions about his Rule, the Governmen&& - he did not seem to mind at all
so very much & laughingly replied that he was aget of the Government whose business
it now was to exhibit the Certosa to visitors -ith@nds many pictures &c have been taken,
& they receive a small stipend, they make liqguewsc&nts wh. they sell in the Farmacia. The
cemetery was delicious after the rain- | packe@mpeaching home & then at 1/4 to 8 after
table d'hote said goodbye to my kind friends & wisn the bus to the station - pouring
again 'a torrenti' - A gentleman had amused me rbydiathing incessantly as we walked up
the hill in the grounds of the Certosa togetheoualthe change of moon, & what it wd.
effect. We left at 8.26, reached Pisa about 1Qi8h the train for Genoa shortly came in, &
3 of us jumped into a carriage- Other 2 came ithénight & | slept little. Genoa at 4 -
starlight, at 4.17 started for home - woke at Savalout 6 - lovely morning - saw Luigi
Guelfi - reached Albergo at 7.40 - got out, walkedhe Albergo d'ltalia, down an avenue of
orange trees which led to the gates of the citthe thro' the streets- After some breakfast |
had a look at the old towers, church facades, thighr quaint carvings &c, & then wandering
1st West & then East outside the town, picking sémehodel & Yellow flags, & then
returning to the station to catch the Express thaime- Arrived at 12- a busy afternoon in
the Chapel rearranging vases & screens.

Sunday April 20th

About all new faces at the services - Harmoniumheymg terribly - called on the Aplins
after Evensong.

Monday April 21st

Pouring all night & again all today - finding, aftereakfast that the water was rushing thro'
the wall of the Canal which borders our garden|a®ding our garden, where rivers were
running along the paths, & that the ???were gettirtanger. | spoke to Alessio to ask if he
cdn't do something, he said "impossibile” so | toféfkmy boots, tucked up trousers,
Giuseppe came to help me, & Alessio followed mee&lwith a spade to dig up great sods
of earth & grass, & with stones, floundering abiouthe stream, in 1/2 an hour, we dammed
up al the bad places- | came in changed wrote &e &@aid some calls in the afternoon.
Tuesday April 22nd

Off with Mrs W. by the early train to San Remo, wh®r Terry met us, we had breakfast
with him & he finished off my teeth. | spent mos$tilee morning sketching the steps of the
Hospital, ending by painting the faces of 3 ragaedi black & yellow to their great delight -
the 3 little devils ran away with glee to exhilhiemselves in the town-

Lunch - train at 2.30 to Ospedalesti & walked hofimgling plenty of Gladiolis, Cynthera
Aspera & Adonis (Pheasants Eye) on the road, besidew kind of Star of Bethlehem, a
large convolvulus, a curious pink thing (Choris2h@ Primrose family on the rocks &c &c-
It was very hot home about.

Wednesday 23rd April

Pupil & a long walk with RWC & Mrs W. in the afteson, via the Bischoffsheim ravine into
the Sasso high road, then down to the bridge ¢xeasso torrent finding a lovely garlic by
the way, about 10 terraces about the bridge otetiieHere | crossed by the bridge, but the
others' after vainly attempting to find steppingres pulled off their boots &c & waded thro'
- then up the slopes of Monte Nero where grew adobof Cephelanthera Eusifolia, &
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home along the top into the fishing bay, all vergd after a 41/2 hour walk or more, with
few & short rests.

Thursday 24th April

| went off by the 10.20 train to Ventimiglia, fimed my sketch by the mouth of the Roya, &
also the one up the valley; wet weather preventes Mhelps from coming to join me- but it
was only a short shower where | was. | went fan@rtsscramble picked a few Hepaticas &
returned by the 6 pm train.

Friday April 26th

Mattins at 10.30 & a long walk up the Cima di Montigh Mrs W., RWC, & 2 of the Aplins,

a perfect day - we descended to the lovely pladeuthe cliffs, & rested a long while,
enjoying soda water, oranges &c - & strolled homdar the olives- Views of snow
mountains & distant cost of Fréjus all perfectlgant

Saturday 26th April RWC & | walked up the Santa € after dinner, but did not stay there
long, as the clouds were gathering & thunder wimgoin the distance - We therefore came
straight down into the Valle Crosia valley & walkedme by the Strada Romana.

Sunday 27th April Showery in the morning & few dtu@ch- RWC kindly preached for me

in the afternoon on the man born blind - as | lekemh the subject of the Allegory of the
Good Shepherd in the morning & alluded to the nheradh. introduced our Lord's discourse-
Monday April 28th - We all walked to Sasso in tlieaoon & a little farther where the rain
stopped as - Mr Hamilton has been kindly namingisléor me & telling me where to find
Serapias Lingua, a pretty orchid & other plantgehises abound now, 6 kinds of Ophrys,
Orchis inceruata, secondifolia, mascula or mofarget which (& others) one specially
curious, a reddish brown one thus SK

Tuesday, April 29th

The beginning of the end for at 10.20 RCW wentdibseph & | accompanying him as far
as Cabbe Roqubrune. The train was very late atifweda, & somewhat so starting from
Ventimiglia - About 2 or 3 times in every month tarting by the 10.20, which enables one
to catch the evening express at Marseilles & ré&auis by 10 or so next morning, & then to
catch the tidal train for Boulogne, one can gdtdadon the next evening, i.e. in less than 36
hours - capital travelling- The morning had looklekatening, but by 9.30 it somewhat
cleared & later turned out most lovely. Josepht&aving bid RWC adieu, sorry to leave him
& more sorry still for Mrs. F's sake at home, sauglle upper road, or Corniche wh. diverges
from the lower or Monaco road about a mile befooed&bruna- going along the road a little
way, we went up a path to the foot of the villagéh&re reached the main road & walked off
at once toward La Turbia, - after a considerabtewteup a valley we reached a fountain &
close by a projecting rock evidently the great pléar luncheons, where the view both ways
is perfect.

Mentone & away to Bordighera on one side. Monaddéte Carlo below one on the other
with the tower of La Turbia above- Here we too gemMrs. W's excellent meal - did
anyone every have s such a succession of gooddanstas | have had this last winter? |
was anxious to mount a bit, so we had a nice sdeabdiween the precipitous rocks & found
a lovely little white kind of snowflake & a bluegit quite unknown to me; also a
Campanula on the rocks - But we were pressedrfar & got down as fast as we could &
found out the nearest route to Monte Carlo statibere we arrived hot & tired about 1/4
hour before the 3.12 train (or 3.7) back - heapsooir gamblers got out of the train - strange
to say, the yellow faced woman | had watched wiithsnterest in the Autumn. We walked
home from Ventimiglia finding some Orchis on thadan a grass field near the Nervia.
Wednesday, April 30th™ Today | had a lesson inlseddrom Miss Stubberd - & in the
afternoon went with J. for a long walk on the ridgk of the Borghetto valley - we climbed
up between B. & Vallebunoa & then kept along thetith opposite Seborca, when we were
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obliged to return - here we were well in the firdlga& descending we found some heath in
bloom & 2 new kinds of orchis - then a long stavipding walk to Vallebuona, where after
some difficulty we discovered, i.e. were shown atena, up a flight of steep dark stairs - we
asked for vin bon bon bon & had a 1/2 litre foro8is of a certainly very good quality
indeed- got back rather tired - found also todagautiful blue pea - 2 little scarlet ones are
now getting common.

Thursday - May 1st H.C. & Matins - not a very fimewarm Mayday - Mrs F.'s birthday - a
glorious ???? bouquet made for her by Bianca asside- & later in the day a dish of lemon
custard from Casa Corradi - | stopped in drawing pithe afternoon, being both tired &
rheumatic but later took a short stroll with Mrs. W the Capo & had another crochet lesson.
Read Mme de Staél's 'Life again, having begureitniight before - made mats & &c -
Bought today some of the fishermen's & workmemnistcires of blue & scarlet - Kittens
getting very amusing-

Friday, May 2nd.

Spent the afternoon, which was wet, in calls, lessc-

Saturday May 3rd

Went to Venitmiglia by 1/4 to 11 to meet Mr G Sime&haplain of S. Michael's Nice - we
walked out together both morning and afternoon.

Sunday May 5th

After Evensong we called on the German Countedsaaold lady. Chapel thinning now -
parsons numerous - offertory small-

Monday May 5th

After dinner | took the Miss Browns by carriageQspedalette, whence we climbed up
Monte Nero, very slowly, enjoying the view & theWers & finding a few nice orchids-
Then along the top & so home by the red houséheratred, & past 7 o'clock-

Tuesday May 6th

Went out with Mrs W. to the other side of the Batih valley, & sketched a bit while she
read to Mrs Blackett - Bee orchis is abundant.

Wednesday May 7th

After some calls, went with Giuseppe to the Nealley, exploring the meadows & sort of
wood between the streams & roads; found wondetadepfor flowers - 34 kinds of Orchis,
pink nettle, blue iris, Briga Major, Cephalanthémasifolia &c &c- May in full blossom -
oaks, poplar, medlars &c &c - Home part of the Wsythe sands - purple stock, pink sea
campions &c &c-

At 6.30 | went to Case Corradi to dinner & afterdat and the Miss Aplins went to Church -
During the month of May there is a sermon everyjnn&Rosary or Benediction, & now
they were keeping a Novena for S. Ampeglio his bome being on the altar in a chasse,
surrounded by candles - this idol was censed ditamy sung & hymns & then the kneeling
congregation of some 250 or more women & 50 orhess were blessed by the relic - the
Parocho then preached from the step of the B.¥.5ltar, but | could not understand him. |
thought it all very horrible & was glad to be ogfaan. We read & talked till nearly 10 & |
then went home, to find Mrs. F. asleep.

Thursday May 8th

Took Mrs W. to the Paradise in the Nevia valley reh&e were caught in a storm & got a
good wetting, but were met on the road back by €ips with umbrellas.

Friday May 9th

The Bishop of Gibraltar called this morning, fursostorm last night; blown away at midday
today by violent winds. | sketch a little in theeahoon on the shore of the Capo.

Saturday - May 10th

H.C. at 11.30 in the chapel for the sake of somalids. The Bp. came. In the afternoon
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Mrs. W & | walked, & with some difficulty too up ghswollen stream of the Sasso valley,
where | wanted to finish a sketch-
Sunday May 11th
Giuseppe collected the Offertory today. | gavec®utf the feast of S. Ampelio; to the
astonishment of Protestants & Anglicans who arardeRoman or so insular that they
cannot understand how we can love to rejoice wigmt that do rejoice, & confess the unity
of all without holding to strict doctrines of onan#l or another-
Monday May 12th
Went by the 12 train with Mrs. W & Trot, whose tatkcost 30 c. more than ours.! Then we
walked up to see the old church by the wall, & sdmthe top of the hill on wh. the town &
fortress stand, by a winding path commanding giieiews every way- In an hour we
reached the old Castel d'Appo, which played an mapo part in the siege of Ventimiglia
1220, a nice view with 3 towers & some walls & aedl, on the very edge of hill fast
crumbling away, the same in character as the difiy & ravines above our various
brickfields here, but much larger, deeper & granddere sitting on a wall we lunched,
looking back to Bordighera & up the Roya valley &éade a little sketch - A neighbouring
hill tempted u to go on, & we were glad we did itowvas the last part of our range & ended
abruptly overlooking a lovely valley down which.isinconsiderable tributary of the Roya.
We had indeed a splendid view. Mrs W. unfortunakelst her knee somewhat in a fall
coming down the lossely rocky path. On our way baeldiverged onto 2 grass fields where
were growing abundantly
Orchis Morio

" Maxiflora

" Bifolia

" Conopia
Galatea? militaris
' Variegata?
Pyramidalis
Listeria Ovata
Ophrys muscifera?

Apifera?
Arangifera

& 2 other Orchises, beade??
2 kinds of Serapias, a very Paradise of flowergdéad
We then hastened back to catch the 6 o'clock braine, after a most delightful & successful
excursion.
Thursday 13th May
Spent all the afternoon with the Aplins, helpingrthto arrange their lanterns fr S. Ampelios
illumination wh. takes place on the Eve only- We kand brought by boys, & more we
fetched ourselves in bottles & jugs from a greahie the street close by - with this we half
filled the coloured paper cylinders wh. the ladiasl made, arranging them on the window-
sills, with little tumblers of oil, or specially nda earthenware saucers on the top of the sand -
We had the top gallery & the open parapet of theddkere to furnish also, doing about 90 in
all, good hard work- At 8 | was back again to ligipt & very pretty it looked, the little
Chapel of the Saint was illuminated in the same w&ywve walked on to the Capo to see it -
while there Mrs W. arrived with the faithful Joehavtold me to look & listen at home, when
to my surprise & delight | saw our bell-tower amdhg olives all ablaze with lanterns &
the???clanging furiously - It was Mrs. F's ideal&gsant surprise to us. Imperiale had
prepared it all in the afternoon-
Wednesday May 14th.
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S. Ampelio - Hermit of the Theleaid, blacksmithtbgde, wafted in his westward

wanderings to the Italian shore, and that Bordiglvnere in a case on the shore he is said to
have lived & taught & died-

We had our Chapel decorated & H.C. at 8. whend adew words about the festival & why
we sd. keep it right joyously, in order to rejowwgh those who rejoiced - | stayed quietly at
home in the morning, and calling to go to Episcdpattions in the Church, or to see the Bp.
communicate Miss Novara, or confirm, or hear a ggne - but in the afternoon | went up to
the Capo - all our villages & many folk from theigigoourhood were there in holiday attire;
at about 5.30 the Procession came out in it's usdalr & like all other, except that the thigh
bone of the Saint was carried instead of an Imagiee8Bp. was there - | had been having tea
together with a huge part of ladies at the Aplmg, now went on to the Cap to see the sights
- the bone was set down on a temporary sort of, @iémsed &c &c & the Procession

returned to the church where | went in along witlreat crowd. The Church was very
prettily adorned & looked well with all the candlagligght. We sang the Tanhauser saga & the
Bishop gave benediction & | believe afterwards pheal, tho' | then went home, glad it was
over-

Thursday May 15th

A fine day - | paid calls &c & in the afternoon toMrs Steere & daughter to Valcrosia
picking some specimens of the lovely Phalangiunagd on the way-

It rained heavily when we got in & looked bad fomtorrow, but

Friday May 16th being a fine today, Giuseppe &art&d in a great hurry by the 6.40 train

for Ventimiglia & then set off waling to try andae the Berceau- We walked along the
Corniche road to the end of the 1st valley, thendd to the right, crossed the stream, wound
along the side of the hill till we reached a valteythe left, crossed the stream mounted had
to descend & ascend many times, finally recross&dmounted another range of hills, when
we found a deep valley stile between us & thatdnlithe top of which were the light grey
limestone cliffs & rocks we sought-

About 11.15 we reached the top of the ridge; tbeds$ were very troublesome & we only
got peeps here & there, we sat by a cross, - msdnvith Italia, & ate & drank, watching
Mentone below us & the blue sea - by degrees thadsl cleared a bit, & we began to walk
up the ridge leading to one of the highest peakk@Mmountain - after a while it became very
troublesome, great rocks, & steep & on a fiss@arly stayed us & often we had to descend
a bit on our Italian side, for the other was lescipitous & then ascend again - At last, but
not till 12.30 we reached the top - view westwadrtigus - saw the Aiguille de Mont

Baudins well, & snow mountains far away. Antibesh® Esterelles looked close - spent half
an hour here, having picked a few orchids & a Isigeill & then began to descend awkward
slippery walk with our umbrellas, bag & basket eagrpines here & there among the rocks -
We were terribly thirsty & longed for water- We pased returning by the tributary of the
Roza, but after long walking it seemed too far&five finally got down into the valley or
rather the head of the one we had 1st enterectimtirning & reached a little village with an
unpronounceable name, where the sight of some l¢raesa re-excited our desires; at first
we saw no-one but passing this found 2 women haymgak they promised us fresh water

& lemons, if we would return to their house, sstve did, & their old father, a most
amusing fellow who said he was 93 & had seen 2ucErs, invited us in; large lemons were
brought & a crucke of water & a bottle of wine &itle whitey brown most sugar, & we set
too indeed - the old mother looked on & smiled, levitihe man talked much to Giuseppe &
finally wished us farewell refusing to be paid dngg, but saying how glad he was to see
strangers, & that those who didn't love their beetin didn't love GOD - dear kind people
these were indeed-
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We reached Ventimiglia Station a little before 6ta%k the train home well tired with our 12
hours outing.

Saturday May 17th

| did a little more to a sketch in the afternoommie Capo - in the early morning we had a
terrific thunder & hail storm - about 5 it woke nwaith peals & cracks right overhead, & the
huge hail stones came down like bullets - in solaegs as large as walnuts - with a. about
the size of marbles at times - Mrs Rose's vinegwat to pieces alas, & in Villa Lozenso
garden the artichoke leaves were torn to ribboagiitg only the midrils. | jumped out of bed
at last & putting on my Cassock ran upstairs totseestorm better- We had many inches of
hail stones on the balcony, the garden & roads wertectly white with them, & at Villa de
Pozzoforte a grand hail man was made wh. had nidednehen | saw it late in the day - |
have since heard that grievous damage has beertatrevines & fruit at Nizza (i.e. Nice).
Sunday May 18th Same as usual, after Evensong Bphins & Mrs W took Miss Gabb up
the tower hill to see the old olives - | have fdtga to say that on S. Ampeglio about 400
Lire was collected in chapel & given me for theduhe German Countess & some of the
local authorities are raising to establish a sbpgavochial cottage Hospital on the Marina.
Monday May 19th

Mrs Crump & son came over from San Remo, to dingatk to Ventimiglia orchid hunting,
but the train came on in torrents & we did not haweery pleasant time of it in running
streets & soaking grass, nor did we at all thordyigéxplore the fields - we walked back
again by 6, when my companions took the train h&héope they have not caught colds-
Tuesday May 20th Rain all morning; cleared a bihie afternoon & | went with 2 of the
Miss Aplins flower hunting on the Monte Nero, @vh we found Limodorum, the leafless
orchid, & other pretty & some new things, includiaglear little lilac orobanche-

Mrs W. ill today; her mother after several daysyadre than ordinary prostration being up &
a little better - just now all Bordighera are gagtpoorly, there is sickness at both hotels, &
in the villas also, alas-

Wednesday, May 2nd

Walked with Mrs W. to the 'Paradiso’ of the Nevaley, returning laden with 'brake' &
flowers for the chapel- Helped by Alessio we madedk very bright for Ascension Day.
Thursday May 22nd

Ascension today. H.C. at 8.30. Mattins fully cha%adermon at 10.30. Sat on the hills and
painted my 88th wild flower in the afternoon, & caimack to choral evensong at 5.

Friday May 23rd

Walked to Dolce Acqua in 1 3/4 hours with Giusegiarting at 1/4 to 1 - sketched there &
back by 7.30- There were no new flowers on the+@aning back we saw a cart in
difficulties- the wheel was off, & the poor driviead to get to Pigna that evening - the
wonder is, with such a road that any carts keepttmy- Michele at Bra refuses to take his
carriage to Dolceacqua at all-

Saturday 24th

Walked up to the tower on the hill & looked how thkite 'Lilium Candidum' was getting on
- alas, it wd. not be out for 2 or 3 weeks yetkpit Briza major, which grows abundantly
everywhere - larger & more silvery than at home.

Sunday 28th

Chapel getting thin: paid some calls &c-

Monday 26th | was to have gone out with Imperiblg, the weather shewed no signs of
clearing the night before & it was an awful morniBging Miss Aplin's birthday | had
promised them H.C. so they came down in a cab tfirdle lakes & torrents. In the
afternoon Mrs. W & | called & had tea there. | lsaht her a birthday Acrostic on a card,
with little news of Bordighera, & she had an extidn of her presents.
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Tuesday 27th

Pouring still, but in the afternoon Mrs. W & | retied to Sandy Lane & found a new
leguminous shrub, very sticky, & very beautifuhetback of the petals veined with brown-
orange. Abundance of the brilliant Anchusa Italgasses & other things-

Wednesday May 28th

Rain again - | paid visits & drank tea & had talkiwMiss Phelps-

Thursday May 29th Imperiale & | had settled thatapit wd. be too wet even if it did clear,
for the place was inundated everywhere but asdlygpbved a lovely one, | cd. not help
wishing we had attempted our excursion. Mrs W.\8eht by the 4 train to San Remo. The
day before Giuseppe had been in to see CavalierezR#he chemist, but a learned botanist
& most interesting man, taking a letter from meiaghf he cd. help me to name the flowers
| had painted. So | went straight up to his housthé old town today, & found him busy
making up pills & prescriptions: but he welcomed &began to look at the drawings wh. he
much liked - & he named nearly all for me- Thershewed me some specimens of narcissus
& anemone, wonderfully dried, so as to preserve theural form & to a great extent colour
too - | think they must have been put head downsvardboletas, which were then filled

with sand & heated, for | have lately read an &ihis method of preserving them- | also
saw a beautiful Italian work on orchids of the cwynvith coloured plates of all the
varieties, in the publication of wh. he had helpdd-was very kind & | went away delighted
& met Mrs W. & we did a little shopping togetheuyyling some of the common earthenware
charcoal burners, which make such admirable pottefas - price 1/2 fr. each. We both
came & returned with Miss Schmitz.

Friday May 30th

Giuseppe & | walked to Ventimiglia, the weather tmdken up again, but it was finer in the
afternoon - | wished to explore once more the §eltiCastel d'Appio - they were now full of
'Phalangium Liliago' & Habenaria bifolia’ &c - Hrdnt as even crimson everlasting pea, a
new campanula &c we also found ?7?. In Ventimiglebought 4 more small brocchi or
green water crucher wh. had at length arrived fidanseilles, price 35c. each. & Giuseppe
carried them home fastened 2 of them togetherjtbareend of the umbrella- we turned, at
least | did, into the Paradiso of the Nevia valkeyget the plant & had seen coming out, &
wh. turned out to be a kind of Digitalis- Today ®B&phens left: but on a/c of the sad news
from Turin, of the terrible floods everywhere, vedly broken in 3 or 4 places, bridges
destroyed, houses carried away, & property & ewferidst, they were unable to go that way
to Genova, & so started via Marseilles & Lyon-

Saturday May 31st

Mrs W & | took a short walk towards Sasso, lookingwhite lilies, but finding none in
bloom- We came back laden with common scarlet msppvhich the Miss Browns, Miss
Schmitz & myself put into the chapel for Whitsunday

Sunday June 1st

Whitsunday

One celebration of H.C. today at 8.30. A brightfyapay with better weather- Paid farewell
calls the whole afternoon & hardly saw Mrs F.ttilé evening. She thought | had quite
deserted her. Girolamo Garicio came in the aftemn&osaid he wd. come again on Tuesday
with some young palm trees & lemons- This last wieedkd sent him a present of a cake, for
his old grandmother, as he had been greatly pleagbd slice he had the previous Sunday
of English plum cake. The Sunday before, by the MreGuelfi from Savona with 3 friends,
one from Savona & 2 from Bordighera station paidansit & we had a pleasant chat. One
man | recognized as having come into our chapsééour H.C. one day. Tonight - Imple. &
| had better hope for our excursion, so | prepdoed & went to bed a little earlier than
usual. N.B. Fireflies are getting common now.
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Monday June 2nd

Twice | woke at 12.30 & 1.30 & saw a cloudy sky hutl/4 to 3 it was clear starlight & just
then | heard footsteps on the gravel & Imperial®eanto the garden to wake me - so | got
up, tho' it was a little too early, dressed, lehlm, made final preparations, & at 3.30 we
went to the station & waited for the 3.50 trainriéed at San Remo we found a café open &
had some coffee, & then started walking gently,nfoging the delicious morning air before
sunrise- | unfortunately dropped my watch on tlomes, & injured it severely, so that it
stopped-

In 2 hours we reached San Romolo - a few new ftswa the road, a leguminous shrub
with dull orangeish blossoms being the most intergs At San Romolo our wood anemones
at once appeared, Geranium Sanguineum (?) cephatargnsifolia inside Mr Congreve's
gate, & in the meadow | saw orchis maculata, m&:ithe glorious yellow-white one of
which | had heard from Mr Crump, P. Provincial® rew kinds of spurge | also noticed, & a
sort of pink or ragged robin in a marshy place +ested & ate & drank a little of the water--
snooze for a hr. or so, & then proceeded - we lvhdaken the most direct road for the path
to Bajardo, tho' a boy pointed out our course,dfter a while we came to the place where
the path branched r. Y |. left to Perraldo r. tgaBdo & in 20 min or so, we were at the top of
the hill, overlooking Perraldo & seeing Bajardo éavay & snow mountains clear against a
sky already a little after 7 a.m. a wonderfullyldaiue colour- Here we began to meet folk
from Bajardo coming with their mules &c to San Remowe had no fear of losing the way,
& on we went under the cliffs & pine & beech woafdvionte Pignone, & | enjoyed the
perus, violets & saxifrages & saw an abundancé®hiew orchis, & also a lovely little blue
flower smelling like forget-me-not - We went slgwd rested once at a spring, so we were
fully 2 hours reaching Bajardo, so picturesquelitlmn the top of a hill- A 1/2 festa was
going on, as there was a whole festa at a litdeadit village belonging to the commune -
Men were playing some game of ball in the kind iazpa, many more looking on, & some
were already far from sober- At a wineshop we boagbottle of wine wh. added
considerably to the weight of our luggage, & it vmasv getting hot & we were not so well
shaded by the mountains. The keeper of the ostekiaffer some wine that he might shew
hospitality to the visitors, & one man was veryulbiesome, being exceedingly desirous we
sd. spend the day drinking with him, & not go afMlonte Ceppo - After 1/4 hour in
Bajardo, & quite enough too, we again started; awe the green top of Monte Ceppo far off,
with only one patch of snow now on it. When firgtalught sight of it on nearing Bajardo, |
had felt quite afraid to point it out to Imperidést his courage sd. fail him & now again |
began to fear to tell the truth too. | was gettngtle uncomfortably hot & when it was my
turn for the bag< I found it a heavy burden-

We overtook a shepherd, who said he was going t€éppo to look for a sheep that had
strayed, so we joined company & he & Imple. tall@dhy famously - but | cd. understand
very little of their speech- Imples. manner of ading people throughout the day, when
asking the way &c, interested me much - he wd.rbagsome uncouth looking countryman
"Galant'uomo' or 'amico’ & adressed the mistresh®@bsteria as 'sposa’ &c- his manners
were very delightful to see, so polite & easy vath- he was to me also a very pleasant
companion.

We had little serious uphill now for a long wayirst going thro' pine forests & fine high
trees they were too - there crossing a ridge, waeogher valley that must join the Taggia
valley ended, as the one in wh. the town of Ceriarstuated ??7? at Bajardo. As far as |
could make out they map of our route wd. be ag¥adl- denoted xxxxx(sketch map here)
When about a mile from Monte Ceppo, grass hillsabe§ with them flowers - | saw what
seemed plants of Narcissus on the hills, but fong while none in bloom; at length lo' &
behold one lovely bloom like a large white staerehwas the object of our excursion
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achieved. | was so glad - new orchids too, gentialpsne forgetmenot, pansies &c now
began to appear, & when we reached the foot dfaftesteep conical grass slope wh. lead to
the summit of Monte Ceppo, the ground was coverigad Anemone Sulphurea in masses,
both yellow & white-

We wearily climbed the height & then rested at tangnder the shade of a stone cairn on the
top, at 1/4 to 12 - very tired, hungry & thirstiipt at first too tired to be really hungry. The
clouds kept coming up & covering us, & it was celdi& we had an occasional peep
seawards, but we saw Triora a largish village 3 bours away to wh. our path went- Monte
Ceppo & the immediately surrounding tops are albgr beautiful pasturage but everywere
else is rock. Not far below us were beechwoodsh@imost vivid green. Dogs tooth violet &
gentians abounded all around- We & the shepherd f&loto, nor will his dear black dog
soon forget how he got white bread & meat & pastrihe mountain for the 1st time in his
life- I think the shepherd much enjoyed his mda¢ -gave us some of his excellent brown
bread in return- When he had finished he lay downesat off to sleep - forgetting his sheep
| think - we picked flowers & enjoyed the view fibre clouds had mostly rolled away, except
towards the higher Mountains Alps- The Esterelleéias islands looked so near us -
Bajardo far far away: it had been a good walk indea 1.30 we began to descend - it was
hot now - we picked 'Crocus Vernas' in additiotht® other things, & on the hillside where
the Narcissus grew | at length found plenty- Thetev& red "Orchis Sambucina' is
singularly beautiful - also orchis palustris - Mtisantermedia - &C &c - We rested once or
twice on our way down, left Bajardo to the rightp&dded on talking little, but occasionally
having just a mouthful of water to S. Romolo & smmte to San Remo without adventure-
There we arrived at 7p.m. had some lemonade & lareariage to take us home & by 8 o'c.
or thereabouts to the surprise of all & the gresdigtit of Giuseppe we were back at dear
Villa Rosa displaying our treasures & recounting adventures.

Tuesday June 3rd. My last day, spent quietly atdyavith just a little walk to the Capo in
the afternoon - the Rolfes, Phelps &c all cameemthe flowers & share them, & | painted
some 6 or so very industriously-

Garico came with palms & lemons-

By the bye boats now are daily fishing for corabat3/4 mile from the Capo - they come
from the south & sometimes get great prizes- Ingheisays the men are a nuisance to
Bordra. drinking & making a noise in the wine shepsry night.

Wednesday June 4th

A last H.C. in Mrs. F's room. Giuseppe's father eamth a bag full of magnificent lemons-
At 12.30 | bid all goodbye & went off with Imperal Giuseppe to Ventimiglia, & with

such a lot of luggage - a small black hand bag mitivisions &c - a big one with pottery &
lemons & mats- a bundle of umbrellas red, whiter&im - my great coat - the palms? in ties
in my pockets - & a big portmanteau. | had no ttewdi the douane - give my good friends a
farewell hug, Italian fashion, & about 1.15 was -offshall not recount the journey - it was
not bad to Marseilles - a Dutchman & some Frenelggl my companions - Marseilles at 9
O'clock-

Started again at 10 only 3 in the carriage - shaglt to Lyons at 5.30 - Breakfast then began.
Thursday June 5th The weary way thro' France, negdParis at 1/4 to 6. Drove to the other
station - had some s??at a restaurant & starté®@t Slept fairly to Calais.

Friday June 6th a calm crossing - Charing X ac®ok a regular English day - & drove to
my sister's - a day of picture shewing in London &

Saturday June 7th | reached Stoke Rectory whead ktarted more than 8 months before ,
little thinking | sd. be away so long, or find ath changed on my return. | must, end, just
express here, my deep gratitude to my kind friendtaly, whose friendship in every way
has been so thorough & so true, & to God the Augh@iver of all god things.
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Here is a list of Italian flowers, whose names oW tho' a few | mark as doubtful-

l. Orchidaceae:
Orchis pyramidalis

" alustris (Monte Ceppo)

" provincialis. S. Romlo &c)

" Maculata - (S. Romolo.

" Moris

" Sambucina (Mre Ceppo)

" Laxiflora - (fields near Nevia)

" olbiensis ( from Berceau)

" coriophora - (Nervia valley

" tridentata (Nervia valley wood & Castel d'appio)
Habenaria bifolia.
Gymnadenia conopsia
Serapias lingua

" longipetala

" cordigera
Limodorum abortivum - Monte Nero & near old Romawér abundantly.
Ophrys fusca

" arachnites?

" aranifera

" lutea

& a little one (not muscifera surely)
Cephalanthera Grandiflore)
or Palleus)

Ensifolia

Acerus anthropophera
| also saw Orchis Simia (or tephrosanthos) a ssmatlof Habenaria, Orchis intacta, &
another = also a large kind early in the springjaggia valley &c.
Spiranthes autumnalis &c

I

Iridaceae

Large blue & large white iris the latter at Tag@R?& Diano Marina
Crocus vernus & autumnalis?

[l Amaryllidacea or Colchicum?
Narcissus Tazetta
porticus (Mte Ceppo)
Papyraceus
incomparabilis? with very large flowers like tara &c.
Leucojum Nicresuse Rocca bruna
IV Asparagacead
Wild asparagus
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V Liliaceae
Tulipa Clusiana
& red one.
Lilium Candidum?
Ornithogalum umbrellatum?
" narboneuse - spiked.
Scilla Italica
Allium Hyacinthordes.
" Neapolitarium
" Subhuisatum
" Eoseum
" trighetram - (by old rined house about 1- teesaap hil to C. near bridge in Sasso
valley).
Muscari botryaides
" racemosum?
" comosum
Hyacinthis orientalis
Bellevalia romans
Heryllonium deu scarris
Phalangium liliago
Galdiolus regetum ?
Asphodelus fislutosus
VI
Ranunculaceae
Anemone coronario : blue , red, purple, white ngjldouble.
" Pavonia
" hostensis (steteata?)
" sulphurea
" nemorosa
Stepatica triloba
Adonis Aestivalis
Helleborus foetidus
Nigella damascena
VI(sic)
Leguminosae
Lathyrus utifolius
crimson, yelloW &c everlasting peas & blue also
Protalea bituminosa (bushy)
Anthyllis tetraphylla
Tetragonololea silequose
Onobrychis saxatitis fields
Bonjeania hersuta (rocks near sea)
Spartium princeum
Cronnillea stipularis
c &c &c &c
Cistaceae
Cistus albidum, red,
" salvifolium, white,
" monspeleisis - small white
Helianthemum roseum &c &c
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Fumariacead
Fumaria capreolate - small one & othrs
Orobanchaceae
Orobanche cruenta? & 3 or 4 others - a tiny lilae &'om Monte Nero - a large one from S.
Remo &c & Castel d'Appio abundantly.
Aristolochichanea
Aristolochia rotunda
Boraginaceae
Borago officinalis
Gnoglossum picttum
Lithospermum caseulopuspaream
Anchusa ltalica
Ticotia verna?
Cruciferae
Roniga matritinia - white sort of cress
Moricandia aeresis (Ventimiglia everywher)
mattuola incana &c &c &c
Campanulacead
Campanula linifolia
& others in autumn
Primulaceae
Anagulus caesulea
Cros monspeleusis
Gentianaceae
Gentiana verna
" acaulis
Caryophyllacaeae
Silene gallica - little spotted thing Monte Nero &c
silene sericea - seashore
Tunica saxifraga?
a delicious white sweet smelling lychnis & a veweet lilac & also a pink one - 2 kinds of
pinks also.
Euphorbiaceae
Euphorbia spinosa - little one in clumps up by & Rosa watercourse
" dendroides Monaco &c
" pinia - Nervia by roadside &c
& a great many more.
Araceae
Arisurum vulgare.
Arum Italicum
Scrophulacinaeae
Antirrhinum majus
" prmptisa
Dogota;os ;itea?
2 kinds of mullein - 2 figworts, 1 veronica &c &c
Compositae
Calendula arvensii (Marygold)
Galaclites lomentosa - the common thistle
Eu. dallechampii (the pale yellow dandelion)
other thistles &c &c-

Clarence Bicknell diary 1878-9 www.clarencebicknelfrc 94



Ericaceae
Calluna vulgaris
Erica arborea

Oxalis Libyca-
Globutariaceae
Globeularia vulgaris little single flower
" alyssum (on the hills)
Myrtus communis
Malraceae
Lavatein arborea & 3 kinds of mallow
Vinca acutiflore
Cerinthe aspera
Aphyllantes monspelicusia
Lettatae
Lavandula strechas
Melithis melysophyllum?
our commmon garden lavender & several beautifuighiin the autumn-
Besides these | may mention3 kinds of violets a$tle a sort of wild pear or medlar on steep
rocks in Roya valley. flax, rosemary, amnmy leguonis plants & shurbs, 2 daisies, 2 or 3
storkbills, 2 or 3 geraniums, poppies, yellow han@nk &c - celandine chelidonium -
thyme - echium 2 or 3 kinds - Red valerian - 2 bi@&aued convolvulus & the large white
bindweed - dadder - yellow centaury-
Trifolium stellatum (common) a small kind of Sdoin.
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