15

25

35

45

55

60

65

Letter from Clarence Bicknell, #3August 1911

Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University ofidon

ICS 86 - Ferguson Papers |y’ v ./

ICS 86/9/3/39

Letter from Clarence Bicknell, Tenda,
[?Switzerland](sic)to John Fergusof |
in Ceylon declining an invitation to Gevr 1 W”"

Ceylon and giving personal news. ‘/ e ‘“*7#J l Lot ja

Transcribed by Marcus Bicknell {&eptember 2014 b e feade e

info@clarencebicknell.com ) Lo M {4,4 ho 2L
Words in italics are not perfectly legible. ' W"/Qﬁ e foa ) e
Original letter Copyright © 2014 Institute of 8""7ﬂd Ve Lo Geca QZ’MW
Commonwealth Studies, University of London, cop bome , "’;“»‘[‘:‘j 2% n e lavr—
purchased by Marcus Bicknell September 2014.

Transcript and endnotes Copyright © 2014 Marcus },Mﬂ oo he—Orme Crlehis,
Bicknell v

L tan 4/66—«& Wﬂc o
7 J 0’&;1\/&4\/4 4/]@«4{1/«—(1 lotle
/n/f«qvlw-rl Fczu.r e MM#

239 August 1911 Gl MW e
s (/l«//( /,C,{ G/M'rw) WUF‘/&P’/

Val Casterino, Tenda

Dear Mr Ferguson

| was so glad to receive your interesting lettéeva days ago and at once sent a
cheque for the £2 | have so long owexa for your daughteriShe has been downright
good to me, writin@"™ on their last yearand sendne some contributions to an
album of mine. | often think of your place in the@umtains, ferns &c., - and also
sorrowfully of one Tree still near which that chammyoung geologi&t met her death
SO soon after — your offer is very tempting as an...

Page 2

...exchange of houses for the winter, but | feas itét possible. A broth&has lately
died and khink| shall have to take one of his daughters for @dgeart of the time to
live with me, as she is a cashier at the EnglishkBevhich my nephew Berry, on
account of a nervous breakdoWwhas given upAll you tell me of youworks in wood
and garden is “very interesting”. | suspect N.®ould be rather too civilised for me,
rather tooexclusivelyEnglish & proper and that | could only be a blableep there,
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but it is an enchanting place and | should likgigit it. If the Coaspeople, whose

names just

Page 3

... now escapes nae still keeping their Pensiaimere and if bychance to see them
please remember me kindly to them. | liked themmui@m often in the mountains
in my cottage cultivating salad &c., hunting foapts & continuing to explore among
theheath’srock region where | still find more & more prelust engravings. | have
not yet read Prof Seligmann’s book on the Vetdast hope tajetit some day. | do
not think | ever thanked you for th&part of your lecture or speech on Ceylon
industries &c. Please give my kind regards to yeiie and tell her that the
necklac&" was just what...

Page 4
... | wanted and gave great pleasure to my faithfahis wife — my man, if you
remember, who figured as Mrs Bicknell in the Ceytawspapers & ships’ lists of

passengers!

We have had a splendid summer here — it seemsttelmnly place where it has not
been exceptionally hot. There is no mountain sunuii@ate that | know if like that
of the Maritime Alps — where there is never a vegigly season as often in

Switzerland & never a hot one.
With my best wishes

Yours very sincerely

Clarence Bicknell

Clarence Bicknell to John Ferguson 23 August 1911 2



100 End notes

! Archival history of the Ferguson papers: Donatettd® by Professor Sir Cyril Henry Philips, formeRyofessor of Oriental
History at SOAS, in 1990. Scope and content : Bapkedohn Ferguson CMG, Assistant Editor, latepRetor and Editor of the
Ceylon Observer 1861-1913, and member of the Lagisl Council for Ceylon 1903-1908; also some af hincle Alastair
Mackenzie Ferguson CMG, Assistant Editor, latepRetor and Editor of the Ceylon Observer 1846-1893

" John Ferguson was born in Tain, Easter Ross i@.184 was educated at Tain Royal Academy, thenddaas a journalist at
Inverness and London before going to Ceylon in 1f86thke up a position as Assistant Editor of Cdlon®bserver, under his
uncle, the proprietor and editor, Alastair Macken@\M) Ferguson. He was to remain with the papengmed the Ceylon
Observer in 1867) for nearly 50 years, initiallysiaing his uncle but gradually taking a more semndte, and becoming the
proprietor and editor on his uncle's death in 1832guson developed an active role in the politicammercial and cultural
affairs of Ceylon. He took a particular interesttie development and expansion of the railway systnd became closely
involved in the tea, coffee, coconut, rubber ardeotplanting trades for which he compiled and mltdd statistics in his
annually issued 'Handbook and Directory of Ceyléfis interest in these trades also led to his fmménd publishing the
‘Tropical Agriculturalist', a journal covering pkamg in all tropical regions, which began in 188idaontinued under his control
until 1904, when responsibility for it was assuniadthe Agricultural Society. Ferguson was very\getin the Cinnamon
Gardens Baptist Church (as was his uncle), andredton many of his interests. He travelled over$ean Ceylon on several
occasions, and was often invited to speak on Ceyfohis travels, which took him to Australia andWN2ealand; Japan, China
and North America; and back to Britain. In 1903dtemon was awarded the CMG, and in the same yeaappainted as a
member of the Legislative Council of Ceylon. Insthéle he continued to support his interests, siscaxtension of the railway
system and supporting trade. He resigned in 19@8jra1912 returned to Britain for the last timedde died there in 1913. He
was married twice: firstly in 1871 to Charlotte Had (died 1903), by whom he had two sons and twmldrs; secondly in
1905 to Ella Smith, who survived him. Alastair Maokie (AM) Ferguson, the uncle of John, was borwaster Ross in 1816.
He came to Ceylon in 1837 as one of the staff oSi#édwart Mackenzie, the newly appointed Governdiersolding various
posts, he became assistant editor on the '‘Ceylaer@ér' in 1846, under the then owner, Dr Elligtt1859 Dr Elliott sold the
newspaper to Ferguson, who was himself joined bynBphew as assistant editor in 1861. From 18%6dtea lesser role in the
production of the 'Observer', but continued to dbate material, while in 1880-1 he was the Ceyldommissioner to the
Melbourne Exhibition. He was awarded the CMG siafter this event. He made return visits to Britai the 1860s and 1870s
but not thereafter for health reasons; howeverdminued to make visits abroad to India and Ausstrdiie became a highly
respected figure in Ceylon, and like his nephew wayg supportive of the planting trades and raildayelopment. He died in
1892.

http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/resources/ICS86.pdf
i No obvious correlation on the internet with thiséeming young geologist” who died around 1911. fdeamail
info@clarencebicknell.corif you can suggest who this might be.

v The brother is Percy and the niece is Nora. 3ngjblof Clarence died in 1911:

On 13" September near Stansted in Kestda Bicknell, b. 1831, Elhanan’s"7child and mother of Edward Berry (1861-1931)
of Bordighera;

On 16" October in Brighton, SusseSydney Algernon Bicknell, b. 1832, Elhanan’s"schild, business man and author;

On 10" August in Burnham, Bucks Percy Bicknell, b.1836, 18 child of Elhanan, Master of the Vintners, lived @ounty
Tipperary, inherited Elhanan’s share of the whald aandle business which collapsed in 1902, die#eyrMarcus’s great
grandfather.

Clarence’s letter was written on'22ugust, so the brother whose death he refersReiisy. We have no evidence that Clarence
was close to Percy, and because of his busindisutlies, Percy might have distanced himself fribra family. There has been
some doubt in the records about the date of Pedwash (some show 1909) but this letter from Clegetonfirms 1911. Percy
had two daughters alive in 1911, Nora Matilda airdla Mary. We have no information about Linda Méty1929 in Burnham
where her mother survived until 1932) and she da¢deature in any writings of Clarendgora Matilda Bicknell signed the
Casa Fontanalba visitors’ book on™.une 1907 and"8June 1912 and she was the object of an entry asefite in his VIP
book in Esperanto in 1907 alongside a water-cotifuAnemone narcissiflora LWe can safely assume that it is Nora who
worked for the English Bank in Bordighera and fdnom Clarence proposed to provide accommodations #hithe first
evidence of Nora’s life in Bordighera.

Y This is the first evidence of a nervous breakdoviiciv Edward Berry might have suffered; Bicknell weesy fond of Berry
and it is unlikely that this statement was anythiing fact. Berry not only ran the British Bank ir8ighera but was also the
British Vice-Consul and the representative of ttaagent Thomas Cook. He had handled these taske 4i881 and had
supported his wife Margaret and Clarence in hisictl pursuits and the construction of the Casadfmlba. He had bilt his
own house in Bordighera in 1904. These 30 yearsoably took their toll. After Clarence’s death i918 he and Margaret
continued to use until 1936 the Casa Fontanaldhdérmountains and wrote a book “At the Western Gétialy” published
1931.

' The reference “N.E.” is not evident but it could delace name. Indeed, there is a city of Ceyldiec&uwara Eliya in the
hill country of the Central Province. The city nameaning is "city on the plain (table land)" ortjcof light". The city is the
administrative capital of Nuwara Eliya District,thvia picturesque landscape and temperate clintagelocated at an altitude of
1,868 m (6,128 ft) and is considered to be the rimopbrtant location for Tea production in Sri Lankimhn Ferguson was
closely involved in the tea trade and might hawe &&ouse there to which he had invited Bicknell.
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v Charles Gabriel Seligman FRS (24 December 1873 September 1940) was a British physician and élgist. His main
ethnographic work described the culture of the \fegdople of Sri Lanka and the Shilluk people of $edan. He was a
Professor at London School of Economics and waslhigfluential as the teacher of such notable eoghlogists as Bronistaw
Malinowski, E. E. Evans-Pritchard and Meyer Forédisof whose work overshadowed his own. After saelgrars as a
physician and pathologist, he volunteered his sesvio the 1898 Cambridge University expeditioth® Torres Strait and he
joined expeditions to New Guinea (1904), Ceylon0@-9908), and Sudan (1909-1912, again in 1921-1982)907 Seligman
had accepted a government invitation to study tbddds in Ceylon, resulting in a book by him andwife ‘The Veddas’
published in 1911. (His wife, Brenda Zara Salamgw.f whom he had married in 1905, was greatly lve@ in the Royal
Anthropological Institute and became his collabarah ethnology and an anthropologist in her owghti) Together they
conducted an ethnological survey in Sudan (19093201-12), later jointly published as ‘Pagan Tribé&she Nilotic Sudan’
(1932). Seligman was appointed to a lectureshigthimology at the London School of Economics in 1846 became part-time
professor of ethnology at the LSE in 1913. In tB20s Seligman with his wife entered the field ofr@lse, Korean and Indo-
Chinese art. Correspondence with H.R.H. Hall (qnewly appointed Keeper of the Dept of Egyptialdésyrian Antiquities at
The British Museum, refers to him having "a shatiday in Paris to see museums, pictures etcllifsgtve to take life very
gently and want to minimise my efforts as much assjble, but | do want to see de Morgan's stuffnffSBusa and have it
explained to me [by a curator at the Louvre] (MEhares, letter dated 12 September 1924). Thengdsasdic correspondence in
various departments (e.g. ME, 24/2/36, filed untgt; January 1937). Seligman continued to hold ¢heir of part-time
professor of ethnology at the LSE until 1934 wherrétired due to ill health and following methodptal disagreements with a
fellow LSE academic and former student (protégég, social anthropologist Bronislav Malinowski (g-vSeligman’s wife
continued to develop their joint collection aftés death which was bequeathed by her in both tiaines to the Arts Council
for a period of ten years (during which time anibitton was held in London in 1966: 'The Seligmamil€ction of Oriental Art’)
on the understanding that afterwards the colleatias to be divided between the British Museum (ttzgority of pieces) and
the Victoria & Albert Museum. Seligman publishethéTMelanesians of British New Guinea' (1910); "Vieeldas' (1911 jointly
with his wife); 'The Pagan Tribes of Nilotic Sud&h932, jointly with his wife); 'Egypt and Negro ida: A Study in Divine
Kingship' (1934); 'The Races of Africa' (1930); avatious contributions to the 'Proceedings of traydR Society', 'British
Association Reports', ‘Journal of the Royal Antlmlogical Institute’, 'The Lancet’, and 'The Britidburnal of Psychology'.
Seligman was a member of the Karlbeck Syndicate)(g.for collecting Chinese antiquities. The Musehas approaching
4,400 items collected and/or donated by Seligmahhéswife including over 2,200 photographs prirdiptaken in Africa and
Europe (Crete). Of the 2,200 or so ‘Seligman’ ates, around 1,700 come from Oceania (nearly athfthe Cook-Daniels
1904 expedition to New Guinea) and around 270rara China and 130 from Africa.

Source British Museurhttp://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/person-ingion/62945

vil This could be the leather-strapped pendant wigfean stone typical of Ceylon still in the possassif Marcus Bicknell.

Comments and updatesitdo@clarencebicknell.corplease.
Further information atvww.clarencebicknell.com
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